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Quick-Action Story Of Amazing Christmas Adventures-Starring-
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CHAPTER 1. 
u Dr. :, Archie Glenthorne. " G RE.AT Scutt! \Vhat's that•~:, 

llandiorth, of St. l◄'rau k's, 
.. 1pplicd the brakes of hi;; ~l01Ti8 

1linor hard as sorncthing- va~·ue au<l 
gho.:;tJ.) and iudistinct ran across the louely road 
just within range of th,- powcl'ful headla1np.~. 
Fur a 1llon1ent he caught a gli1np~c of the 

thin.~· before it \·,uu~h ◄ ·d arnong~i' the uu~h0;; 
which were di1nly vi~ible alo11g:sidc the road. 

'' . .:\ bea:--ily pony F' he ~aid, with relief. 
"Oh, rathc·r ~:• ~.nd t hn pas:-;rngcr who ,yns 

s1tti11~ next to Iiin1. "i Hn<ler~ta11d thc:-;e 
New·· ·Fore:"lt po111•'3 arc a friglitftd 11u1sa11ci•, 
1-Ian(ly, old thi~1~~-. l !lH'i.lll to ~~1_\·, tl1ey'1•: 
n101·c than half w i Id. and l hr-v dod g-·o a<·ro.~ -i 
the roads like anything. :\Iotori11g- ... in the~o 
1~ [d' ts b a d a.~ Ii(: d 1: i ~ k y g a 1 n e .!. • ~ 
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-The Chums Of St. Frank's And The Girls of Moor View School! 
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~~~fflll~~r4HUHi~-~~~~~~---••tc"":KY. 
In a lonely old house in the heart of the New Forest a party of boys and girls 
are gathering to spend Christmas with Archie Glenthorne. They are there 
with the fixed intention of enjoying thems_elves in spite of the black shadow of 
dread that hangs over the house. The strange and fearful adventures that befall 
them are vividly told in this thrill-packed Christmas story by E, s. Brooks • 

• il~»»~-~~•n~~~»8-~~~---»•~~Y-~ 
"\Yell, I inust say yo 1.1',·e brought u~ to 

a fine placeb Archie .. !., .. growled tho ruddy­
f:tcccl sch~,ol oy. "Still~ as ,\·e'rc going to 
you 1· aunts for Christ1nas, I don't suppose we 
(,ttght to gnunhle." 

'' You'd grumble at nnvthing anvwa:r !'' 
catne a complaining voice· from the · re~i·. · 

Handforth's two sturdv chums of the Re-• 

rnovc at St. Frank's-\Valtcr Church and 
Arnold nlcClure-compl<'ted the little party. 
Lyndhurst had been left behind some tin1c 
ago, and tltc litde car was now \\·ell into 
the hC'art of the New Forest. 

It had been a pleasant run from St. Frank's, 
nnd the boys had co1nc through Southamp­
ton. ·It wns evening now, nnd tho wind .-~s 
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b]owing eerily ncro~s the desolate expanse ~f 
countr}:,. and the lltoon, ir~ tho cold sky, ,~·as 
only v1s1ulo now and aga1u as the scudd111g 
clouds parted. 

"It was your idea io join .Archie's -party," 
went 011 Church-who had spoken fron1 tho 
rear of the little car. "l\Iac and I are only 
coining with you, 1-Iandy, so that wo can 
keep you out of n1ischief. Personally, l'1n 
not keen on the. thing at all.,, 

",veil, dash it, that's rather frightfulJy 
poisonous, what?" protested .A1-chibald ,vin­
ston Derck Glenthorne. "I mean to say, 
aren't you my guests? Or, rather, my Aunt 
Eustacia's guests? TJ1ings 1nay not be fright­
fully bright at Forest House, but I dare 
say we. shall enjoy ourselves. And don't for­
get that you're doing a pal a dashed good 
lt1r11.'' · 

''Yes,'' said IIan<lforth gruffly'- "You two 
chaps had better shut np." 

It was certainly not Ycry gracious of 
Church; but, to tC'll the truth, he was cold 
and hungry, nnd the journey, for the last 
few miles, hn<l been getting on his ner\"es. 
'fho uncertainty of what Jay at the end of 
it, too, worried hi111. l\IcClurc, the Scottish 
junior, kept his own counsel-but he, too, 
was ,·ery dubious nbout this Christmas party 
of Archie's. 

'fhere were 1nany peculiar features about it. 
Of course, it was 1·cally Edward Oswald 

IInndforth's idea. Even bcfo1·e St. Frank' :i 
had broken up for the holidays, Handy had 
noticed that Archie Glenthorne was going 
about tho school looking troubled. And 
Edward Oswald, who regarded hi1nsclf as 
a i:;ort of father-confc~sor, had invited .Archie 
to "spill it." 
. ...~nd Archie, -after s0111e hesitation, had 
":-;pilt it," with a vengeance. 

I T appeared that Lady Bowers-.A.rchie's 
At1nt Eustacia-who was a wido,v, and 
iin1nenscly rich, had been going a bit 
"queer " of late. She had always been 

1norc or less eccentric, aud Archie had been 
rather afraid of her. Yet, at the san1c time, 
.Archie liked the old lady, and he was _fright­
fully worried about the_ way she was going on. 

It was nn understoo·d t-hing in the fainily 
that A1-chie was down in ... i\.unt Eustacia's will 
for a pretty healthy slice, but A1-chie 1vas 
110 money-grabber. His concern was in no 
way connected ,vith his expectations. He ,vas 
.s;enuinely concern~ about th~ lad~?-and it 
had occurred to hun as a bright idea that 
it would be rathe1· ripping to spend Christ­
rnas at Forest House. 

Lady Bowers had been a widow for so 111any 
years that Archie ahnost looked upon her as 
:u1 old maid. She livc<l n lonely life, hiber­
nating, n1ostly, in her gloo1ny old 111ansion 
in the heart of the New Fo1·est. · 

. A.rchie had only been thero· once, and he 
knew that t.ho house, for the 1nost part, was 
shut up. Aunt Eustacia only n1aintained a 
sn1all household, and her servants, like herself, 
were, to use Archie's tern1, .. rummy." Tho 
whole bnlly plnct', he declared, irave him the 

crccps-aud his pt·cvious vbit had been 1nad\3 
i11 t.t1c SU!lHllCl'-tinie. . . 

IIa~1dforth pricked up hi.~ cars· when he 
heard aJI this. lt souuded like the real 
"gooos :, to hiin. For Hanclforth ,,·as always 
out for c~~citeincnt and advenfurc; ai1d a, 
creepy Christ1nas appealed to hin1. . 

It appearc.-d, however, that this was just 
what .Archie wanted to avoid. liis idea, was 
to ,nako his auHt's Christn1as a bright one­
a really jolly one. He ,vanted· to liven her 
up, to send joyous laughter ringing through 
those old, glooiny rooms. In a word, .A1·chie 
constituted hiinself the doctor, and this trcat­
n1cnt was what he ordered. 

Aunt Eustacia had been given up by tho 
rest of tho family. She was hopeless. She 
was a perfect dragon for getting 1nixed up 
\\·ith queer cults. Lately she had been dab­
b1ing in spiritualisn1 and the occult generally. 
And no,v she was obsessed by a new phru!e 
on tho san1e lines. · 

It appeared that there was a queer old 1nan 
living in the New Forest, only a n1iJo or 
two from Lady Bowers• mansion ; she had 
hccon10 an ardent disciple of this strange 
1nan. 

"l don't know absolutely," 
with unusual gravity, 0 but I 
blighter is known as Nerki, 
111anccr." 

said .Arc11ie, 
believe this 
the ~ecro~ 

"A spiritualist?" nsked Handfol'th. 
"Good gad, no!". said A.1-chie. · '6Nothi11g­

like that. . He's a · queer old boy-a sor­
cerer. Dabbles in black 1nagic, you know.~, 

"Sounds good l" said Handforth heartily. 
"Tliat's all very welJ," ,vent· _on Archie_. 

"But 1ny people believe that poo1· _old Aunt 
Eustacia is i·apidly going off her nut. ·Per­
ionally, I think she's had several s~r~ws 
loose lor years, hut that's_ by the way. In 
the main, she's all right-quite generous, and 
all that s01·t of thing. It's Ill~ p~h~ate 
opinion that hc1· lonely life in the Forest has 
given lier a pretty jaundiced outlook-and 
this blighter, Nc1·ki. has on]y 1nadc things 
a. dashed Jot worse. tn fact, unless son1ething 
fullbloodcd is done pretty soon, t~e old girl 
will end up in Co]ney I-latch." 

"\Ven, what's your idea?" asked Hand­
forth cu1·iously. 

"l\.Iy people can't do anything with her­
nor the rest of tho family either," said 
Al'chic. "She won't see doctors, or specia­
lists, or anything. She gets angry, and says 
that she's as right as rain, and alJ that sort 
o! thing. \Vell, I've always been a favourit~ 
of he1·s, and we get on rippingly together. I 
mean, wo absolutely kiss when we meet. 
Frightfully cn1barra.ssing, of course, but t.he 
old girl insists. \Vell, she always spends 
Christinas alone-like a bally hern1it. Other 
years it hasn't n1attered so much; bn~ this 
year there's this sorcerer chappie in tho 
offing. And I n1ight mention that there's a . 
yarn in the fan1ily that Forest House i~ 
haunted." 

"By George!'' said Hand£orth breathlessly. 
"But only haunted at Ch1·istmas-tin1(•, if 

you gather what I 1nean," said Archie. ""'elJ, 
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all possible-and, what ,vas morl', lie would 
bring his celebrated guv'nor, Mr. Nelson ·Lee, 
-l\·ith him. This pleased Archie more thnn 
anything~ for the shrewd youngster had half 
a suspicion that there was .something queer 
going on down in the New Forest. 

·wh~t witI1 this haunting, and the sorcerC'r 
<;happic, there's a distinct chance that Aunt 
Eustacia will go off the deep encl. So it was 
1ny iden to ..potter down to the N cw lf orest 
for the vacation, taking with me sundrv 
liv<-ly chappies as pals. Then we can proceed 
to wake things up, liven the frightful place. 
and put some pep into the respected aunt." THUS it was that Handforth & Co., ,vith 

n And it's a dashed good idea," .said Hand- Archie, · "·ere in the New Forest on 
forth enthusiastically. "~r George! Why this blustery, chilly evening. 
shouldn't we invite Irene and Doris, and "\Vhich is the way now?" asked 
t,;ome of the other Moor View girls?" Handforth, as they came to a lonely fork 

"Great minds think alike!" beamed in the road. "It says, ' Fordingbriclgc ! on 
Archie. "I've already 1nootccl the good old that fingerpost. '' · 
subjt"Ct to l\1arjorie." "That's the way, old boy," replied Archie. 

That had been the beginning of it. Hand- "\Ve don't go ns far as Fordingbridge,. of 
fort.11, eager to do the thing thoroughly. course. 1:4.,ore~t House is about three miles 
had suggested that. such fellow.~ as Vivian froin here, and the place where Nerki lives 
'Travers. nnd Reggie Pitt and Sir l\lontiP is neurc•r. \\-·e ought to be coming to ·it 
Tregellis-'\\'Te$t and Tommy \Vatson ond soon. It stands to tho left, .son1e little way 
Fattv · Little should be invited, too. ArP.hie off the road~ nn<l you rl'ach the place by a 
was · quite "agTecablc. The only point wa~- 1uu·ro,,· track.'' 
,vould Annt Eustacia he? Handforth dro\·e on_warcls cautiously, and 

Anyhow, he had written to his aunt, and the wind howled with increasing violence. 
tad pnt this suggestion. But he had done Bushc-s which grew beside the road were bent 
so diplomatically. He had expressed a wish back by the forc'e of tho gale, and occasionally 
to spend Christ.mas at Jlorest House, and he they were whipped and tossed as though a 
had added he would like to bring a few of giant hand had struck them. 
his frif\ncls with him-schoolbov.s and school- "\Vell, it's the right kind of evening for 
girls who "·ould make up a lfrtle party. · this gidd~· bu~iness," rcinarked l-Iandforth. 
· .A.ncl Aunt Eustacia had replied in an ex- "Pretty ghostly, I mean.,, .. 
trllordinary way. Evt:'rything. she dedared, . '' Odds rubbish and nonsense!" protested 
<1ependod upon Ncrki. If Ncrki approved~ all Archie.· "Dash it, there's nothing creepy in 
,veil and good. It was quite clet,r that this a gale of wind, is there? And this has 
stranger, •• sorcerer,'' who dabbled in black always hecn. a clashed lonely part of the 
1nag-ic\ had got · Lady Bowt•rs completely countrv." 
unde1· his spoil. And this only increased "\\:-l1at I don't likf' about it is that we're 
Archie's wort·y-and made hitn all th~ n1ore taki~g ·such a chanee, '~ said Church from the 
dc•termin~d to make · up the party. rear. 

Th()re was a cf'rtain fascination in it for .. lfow do you inc-an, old boy?" askrd 
the other proposed gue~ts·. too. Thc-y did not • .\.rchie. . 
overlook the fact that thlly were accepting . "'\V~ll. I understand that your aunt is at 

. Archie's. iIH-itation as a favour to . hi~. }'or this chap Nerki's place,,~ said Church. 
Al'chie sincPrcly bolievPd this was thi only "You're going to ineet. her there, and Ilandy 
way of sa,·ing Aunt RuEtacia fron1 h£-rself. and l\Iac are to wait in the car until evcry­
Christ.mns at Forest House pTon1i~(:\c1 to b<- thin~ is all settled . ., 
e(•rie, but this, in a way, only ndded to the "'Absolutely." 
attractiveness of the plan. "After that we're going on to l•orest 

A1fut Eustacia extended a warm w~1comf' lfouse." 
t A h . ' d t b t l · · t I "Absolntcl .. v twice." O re_ ie? propose_ par r, U, S le 

1
1ns1s ec u -r ., • • .,. • 

11pon seeking Nerk1's advice first. 8hc had \: e.s, lJut supposing this Nerk1 chap put~ 
therefore made an appointment with Archie · t.he veto on the whole party?" asked Church. 
for this e,·cning-to meet her at the lonely "That's the snag, Archie. It seems to n1e 
}1onse of the inystic. She would introduce that we n1ight he left out in the cold. \Yc're 
Archie to him and if Nerld said "yc-s," taking an awful chance, coming like this. Of 
tlwn e,·erything' would be aH right. course, it was Handy's doing-" 

It was a strange proposition, and Archie "Rats!" said Handforth. "Arc·hie surr-
Glenthorne "·as thoroughly unco1nfortablc g(-»sted that we should con1e." 

0 

about it. "Right 011 the nail, old thing r' snid 
""I incan to say, it just shows you how Archie Glenthorne coinplacently. '' \\.hat I 

tho old Indy is influenced," he st,icl. '' Good rr.ean to sav is this: if this black nrn.rric 11101·­

g-ad ! It's abont time ~omething was done! chant induces Aunt Eustacia to ruh ~out the 
Hhe can't call her mind her o,vn t.hcse da.rs party, we'll jolly well dish hi1n by going 
-she can't invite people to her house without just tho san1e. '' 
this frightful blighter ffiving his approval. "Easy enough to say~~~ re1narked Church. 

,. A11Cl he nc-tually wants to gi,·o inc the once- "But .supposing your potty aunt giYcs us tho 
· over:" gate?~' 

Archie had written to Nipper. and he hacl "If yon knew the old girl 
been delighted when Nipper had replied, say- talk about her like' that " 
i1,g that ht· would certainly con1c if it was ilt ~evercly. "Auut Eu~ta(·ia 'is 

you wouldn't 
.. said Archio 
an a1.)solutc 
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sport-take it 
fron1 1ne. This 
V j S i t to 
Ncrki's place 

is just a forn1ality. \Ve're 
going aloug to Fore~t House, and 
we'ro the Yanguard of the Christinas 
party. .And that, I 1nean to say, is 
absolute)y that. 'fhe other ]nds and 
the girls will trickle down to-1norrow, 
as per prog1·an11nc." 

"Of course,:, said Handforth. 
"\Yhy can't yon two chaps keep 
quiet? You can do nothin$ but 
gnunble ! .Archie is onlv calling at 
Ncrki's just to please liis aunt. It 

doesn't 1ncan anything-, really." 
"\Veil, it seen1s a '"'runny arrangement to 

1ne," said Church. "Like taking a steJl into 
the dark. \Ve don't kuow what the dickens 
we're in for." 

"That's what 1nakes it enjoyable," said 
llandforth, with a griu. 

His one regret was that he would not be 
nble to meet the celebrated Professor I van 
!{crki this evening. .A\unt Eustacia would 
be waiting at the 1nystic's house for Archie 
-but she was not supposed to know that 
.i\rchie had taken a <'hance, and had brought 
some of his gues!s along already. It rather 
savoured of taking things for granted. 

Since Archie had fhi5t 1nootcd the visit, 
Handforth, who regarded himself as some­
thing of a dctccth·e, had put certain inquiries 
into motion. .A.t least, so he said.' His chun1s 
knew that he had 1nerely written to an uncle 
of his who son1et-in1es wrote wordy articles 
on the occult for the 1nonthly reviews. If 
anybody was likely to know anything about 
Nerki, this uncle woul<l. 

And he did. · 
Handforth's un<'I<', who was quite a sin­

cere man, declared, in his letter, that Pro­
fessor I ,·an N erki was one of the 111ost 
:1stounding n1ysties of n1odcrn tinies. He was 
genuine. Ile was endowed with strango and 
1nysterious pow,!l'S. He li\"ed alone in the 
New Forest, and there, in that peaceful 
ahnosphcre-which was . conducive to sorcery 
-he perfor1ned 8trange experiments. His 
friends were few; those who were achnitted to 
his "iuner circle '' could be counted 011 the 
tingcrs ,of one hand. He was n. n1an, declared 
Haudforth's u_ncle, who was living hundreds 
of years otit of his own age. Ho was an 
alchmnist., a necron1ancer of old, and he 
~hould, by rights, hayo· lived his life during 
th~ l\Iiddle. Age~. 

As far as possible he was doing so-for in 
the wilda of the New Forest he had cut hini• 
self off f ro1n <:vt!rything 1nodern. Ho was a 
great n1an, but he loathed publicity, and 
jot:frnalists who had sought to interview hiln 
lu~d been sent away unsati,.:;fied. He lived hi~ 
]He· alone. The Fo1·est folk, round about, 
knew that ho wns JiO faker, and they believed 
in ~1in1 in1plicitly. Hand forth, after learning 
these facts, had been n1ore interested than 
e,;er-_ and. mot·c anxious . to meet the great 
sorcere1·.. ·He -thot1ght it very possible that 

Nerki would co1ne to Forest How:e durin,.. 
the Ch ristrnas holidays. 

0 

'' You're lucky!" said Handforth, a.s a great 
gust of wind swept across the road and nearlv 
jerked the steering out of his hand. u Pl1cw~J 
That ~vas a bit nasty! This wind's getting 
worse .. , 

"How ~1n1 I lucky, old boy r' asked 
.Archie. 

·' I 1uean, n1eeting ~crki to-night." 
'' If that's what you call lucky, 1'111 fright• 

fully sorry for yon, H said Archie gruffly. .. I 
haven't tho faintest desire to n1ect this 
blighting hcrn1it, or whatever he is. A 
dashed unhealthy business altogether, if you 
ask n1c. 'fhat's the whole idea of the pal"f.y­
to get Auut Eustacia out of the rut. I say, 
I J1op1.! it's a success! l'1n really worried 
about. the old girl. It's decent of you 
<·happ1..:'s- \Vhoa ! Odds bu1nps and 
heaves! \Vhat's t,he frightful game!" 

_Hand£ orth, without warning, had s,vervecl 
wildly across the road. The car had just gone 
<lown into a Jitt)c clip and had turned a 
h0n<l. But now Handforth sent the l\Io1Tis 
~li1101· shoot.i1_1g aln1ost at a right angle, and 
ho was applying the brakes hard at the sa1110 
t iu1c. 'fhe ear jolted violently over the rough 
~ra~~, and when it ca1nc to a standstill l-land­
f,)1·th was perspiring. 

,~ ),:Jy only sa'inted aunt! That was a near 
:--ha \"C ! " ho panted. 

lio di1nbccl out of t.l1e car, and 1.ho othei·:i 
follow•~d hin1. Not_ until then did they lt11d(\r­
... iand tho reason for the ,.iolent swerve and 
the foreef ul application of tho brakes. · 

Right a1::-1·oss the road, blocking it from side 
to ~ide, was the great trunk of a faHcn tree. 

CHAPTER 2. 

The Home of the Mystic. 

H ANDFORTH was a better driver i.11an 
· Church and llcCluro had given hin1 

credit for. ~lany motorists n1ight 
. hav~ cr~shed headlong into . tha.t ob­

:itruct1on with d1sastrous 1·esults. Handforth'~ 
presence of 1nind had saved thc1n all fron1 
po5sibly g1·avo injury. 

"I didn't see the confounded thii1g until 
I was nearly upon it," said the burly. school­
boy with a gulp." "The tree 1nust have blown 
down only a few n1inutes ago, or wo should 
ha.,·c fottnd sonic other cars held up. Not 
that this i~ a very frequented road." 

'"\VelJ, what arc we going to do now 1~' 
ask1~d Church practically. 

Tho n1oon was 8hining fitfulJy on tho 
~ccne, and the wind was hooting coldly acrosi 
the road. Thero was a suggestion of ·sno,v 
in thos_c clouds; and, indeed, even as the boy3 
stood 1n a group, they felt a fe,v stinging 
flakes drif tin6 .u long on the wind. 

"Looks liko being a white Christnias," 
rcn1arkcd l\IcClurc. 

Handto1·th was staring about hin1., and ho 
i.i:ruorcd the rc111ark. 
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"It !:-eerns to inc we ought to he al,l<· tn 'Ihen U,e four ~ehoolLoYs di1nbecl th0. 
g·(•t rouucl the obstruc·t ion,., he said. "'I1hert · fa llcn tree, a ncl wa I keel on \\·a 1xh until they 
aren't. an:v deep ditC'hC's or hedge~-- liallo ! camo to a low ~tone cottage whieh ~too<l 
Tltis look:; rotten, though!'' near the i-oachidP. A friendly light, w;1nn 

lie had walk0 d a few pacC'~.. and on thi.; and ruddy was glowing fron1 011c of the 
!°'ide of the road he had found that it was windows. 
iinpos;;iblc to get round thP fallen tree. .For They nppi·oadwcl thC' door, and IIaudforth 
t hC're was a stretch of soft, boggy ground just knoC'ked. \Vithin a 1ni11utc the door opened, 
·beyond the grass which bordered the road. and the wind, l'lt.~hing in, caused au old­
:-n1d if he• atle1nptcd to cll'ive the cat· a('ro;;~ fa~hioned oil hunp, standing on a table, to 
it he would get hopele$sly e1nlwdcled. fliekei· and flare. The door opened right 

Ile walked aC'1·oss the rond, an·d, to !1i, dis- into a roo1n, n11d a bcut old man, with 
n1ay, he fonnd a g1·izzled whi:--kers, 
h a n k he-tween looked inquil'-
thrc-e and four ~•M::::.ric~.....,.~~L ingly nt his 
feet high. His ~-~'Oc •-~;:~ visitors. 
Morris 1\1 i n o r __,_.~~:~-..,~ ~""~M~~....._-::::::- "There's a tree 
could <lo a l I .,.___,___.. fallen across the 
-sorts of ,,·oncler- ~.,.... road, just a little 
f ul things, but it way back," ex-
<"ouldn't cli1nb '<tbc El'(tor Of plained Hand-
four-"foot banks. fo1·th. •· \Ve'rc 

u Looks as i r U'bc "'Aelson 1cc,, stranded, and WC 
Wt''re cl O n e , " ,\·ere wondering 

· I JJ df th $~11"i2 . if ,·ou could-" MU< -:iau or , "" \JP ., 

:,;}livering, a n d ' ' C om c in, 
pulling his OVOl'· (!brfstn,as 0rcctf ngs young gentlemen 
coat n1oro tightly tto !lll 1'1s -come in! n. said 
nbout. hin1. "\Y c the old mnn cor-
~hall hrn·o to 'l?eat,ers dially. "A tree 
lea,rc the cnr clown, ye say? I 
here and walk Bt 1bo1ne ant\ Bbroa". ain't surprised! 
on." Li!:e as fn o t 

"T h e r e ' s ~~ there'll be many 
n light just be• moro down to• 
y o n d those i;:~~:; ~~u night, with this 
trees," ·s a i cl '!."-t.,,~~ gale." · · 
l\1ac, pointing. ~~ Thev went in, 

"Nerki's place, ~~~file~ and. they found 
perhaps," said ~-..... the room warn1 
Handforth, with and co1nfortablc. 
interest. ~;=:...- A s t o u t i s h , 

"Can't be," elderly woman, 
put iu Archio. c:::!=:::~ ,\0ith grey hair, 
•' It's a bit far- ,..... ______ ■JI\ appeared fron1 a 
thet· on-and it's ~=:::::::::::::, doorway at the 
half a mile front rear. 
the road. Thu t "T.his j-, n1v 
light must come fron1 .one of the woo<lrut.ter\, wife, youn.~ ge11tlt.·1nc.-n~ H said the olcl 1na,;. 
lit.tie cot.tages. I bt•lie\'c there arc•· lots of '· l\tly nau1e'~ S<t11u11:::. J.h·ecl her£', nu.111 and 
t.he1n dotted round and nbolit, ht're ancl t-herc-_. boy. Do a bit of woodcutting a11d charcoal 
in this place aiul that." burning." 

"\Vell, I'll tl'll you what," said C'hurch. "1\ly hat!'' saicl 1-Ianclforth. "Charcoal 
"Let's go along to the cottage, and ~·ou and burning_. <·h? Ju:;t like we used to 
·!\lac and I can wait thC're while An·hio rn(A(•t:-; read about in the fairytalC's, whl·n we 
hi.s aunt. Perhaps we can get n cup of tea, were kids. I didn't know there 
and sorne grub. I'n1 c:hillecl to the n,arrow, werC' anv charcoal bitrncrs nowaclnvs. 
~,nd famished." \Veil, look here. could yon provide 

''it's · not a had iden. ·~ sai<l liandiorth us with 80n1c hot t(\a and ~01ne 
grudginglv. . "Of cour~·e,· I should h~n~ br0ad•ancl-huttcr, or Fon1ething- '! 
thought ol it myself in another rniuute. 1. ou · \Ye're willing to l)ay for it, of 
chaps are always forestalling 1ne. By {1(•orge ~ course." 
I'd gh·e half a crown for a gooc.l cup of hot ... 1· e no 11ce<1 f o talk of pa,r, vonng 
tc·a at this rninutc." ~entle1nen." 8nid tho woman. "" \\·e 

· Hanclfort.h was thoughUnl enough to kavc Le c1nccr inortafa if we <:ouldu't help 
his car in the very n1ic.klle of .the roncl with s t. r n n d c d 
tho side lights and the tail-light switched t ravell<'rs such 
on. It would thus ser\·c to warn any othe:r ns -yoursc•h~e5 .. 
lhotori!:-t who happened to come along. Sit. ::e down. 
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1'11 bustle about aud 1nako ye so?nething - t11rn ye into a wilJ horse!" said old Sanuns. 
hot.,, "Good gad!,: . ., 

"\Vell, it's 1nost awfully good. of you, and "Aye, ye 1uay l~k startled, young su·,· -
I shall jolly well iu~ist upon paying," said ~aid the charcoal bu1ncr. 
Hnndforth firn1ly. "Dut that'8 nbsolute rubbish, old thing r~ 

Archie was te1npted by the wnnnth to stay protested Ai·chie. "Turn mo into a ,vild 
-but ho i·esolutely buttoned his coat and horse-! ,ve'1·e not living in tho Middlo .Ages 
turned to the door. · -and I don't believe· they could do those 

''.\Vell, old thing~, I'll be trotting," he frightful things in tho l\1iddle ~ Ages, either~ i1 

:aid". "I don't suppose I shall be long, and "You are young, and therefore :your ex• 
it's ve1·y likely that .Aunt Eustacia. has her pericncc is liniited, young sir," said the wood• 
own car with her. In fact, it's a cert. So cutter inysteriously. 0 'Tis not more than 
I'll call for you soon, and-- Good gad! a year ago that a drunken vagrant, a tra1np, 
Is anything wrong 1" disturbed the great Ncrld while he was iu 

.Archie had found that old Sa1nn1s, the char- the n1iust of his solc111n 111editations." Tho 
coal burner, was regarding hi1n with a old 1nan ]ooked nervous, .and his lip quivered. 
strange, frightened expression,. .. 'Tis saicl that tho tra1np was then and 

"\Vhere be you goin' young gent?" asked there turned into a wild horse. Aye, and 
the old man. "Ye wna talking· of .Aunt that s:unc horse can be seen galloping e\·cry 
}~ustacia. Yo don't 111can Lady Eustacia 1noonlight. night." . 
Bowers, by any chance?" "l\Iy only sainted aunt!" ejaculated }Jand-

u Absplute," said .Archie, heaining. ":\Iy forth, sta.l'tJcd. "I nearly ran over a wi1d­
nunt ! 1'1n her nephew,,, he added unncces- looking pony, which ran across the road~~, 
sarily._ · · "'Twas the sa1nc--the san1e !" n1urn1ured 

"Then ~·c'rc 1uore than - welcon1e in n1y the wonian, awed. 
house, sir," said Sa111n1s. "The good lady "Oh, chuck it 1" said Handforth unco?n-
is raro kind to· 111e. \Vhy, if it wasn't for fortably. . 
her, son1etin1es the 1nissus and me would "Ncrki has bnt to wave his hands and utter 
starve. Aye, she's a good 'un, is Lady his 1nagic incantations, and things happen 
Bowers." · which you or l do not even dream of," said 

.. Just what I've always said,~, sn1ile<l tho charcoal burner. "Do yot) think, yo,mf,: 
.Archie. "At the pre~cnt n101ncnt she's hnv- sir~, that I have not seen this wild horse•'? 
111g a sort of chin-wag with a ccrtaiu · Aye, and I ·have heard it whinny in the nig-ht 
:.\Ir. Ncrki, and l'n1 il'otting along to -and the sound is like the n1ad laugh of a. 
)Ir. Nerki's place-=> n1an ! " 

"'Tis ill to speak lightly of Proft-.ssor .A.rchie bntt.oned his coat more tightly. 
Nerki," said the old n1an tre1nulously. "Ye ''\\l'elJ, old things, I 1nust say that you'r,~ 
go thero now, young ~ir? .Alone?" n1aking n1e feel slightly blue at the bo1·ders, =•_ 

" ... i\.]onc? or COlll'S(', •• ~aid .Archie. "\Vhy he said. .. Not that I believe any of thii 
shouldn't I?" stuff. Good gad, no! Things like that 

•• I wouldn't go near that old house at can't rca11y happen. \Ve11, toodle-oo ! See 
night, alone, not for a hundred pounds,'' you later, chappies. That is, of cour~c, 
:--aid Sam1ns, his eyes shifting queerly in unless l'n1 hu·ncd into a bat, or some such 
their deep sockets. " ... \ye, not for a thou.- noisome creature." _ 
sand I" "Ay, and Nerki can do that, too,'' said 

"Good gad!" San11ns i1npressively. "Take care. young sir, 
"He's a devil, young; sir-that's what ho not to disp!case him." · 

is-a devil!" .. .\rchio was glad ~nough to escape h'01n the 
"I say, yon know., i::n't that l'ather fright- cottage. He felt shivery as he strode up t.he 

fully strong?'' 1noo11lit road, with t.he wind bustling and 
"I ain't saying it disrespectful, sir," went nooting al'ound him. 

on t11e old charcoal hu1·ncr, lowering his "Dashed piffle!" h(' n1uttered impatiently. 
voice. "Professor Ncrki is a 1nagic workc1·- Ile felt angry. Those pe-,ple had seen1ecl 
aye black 1nag1c ! He can do things that no so ho1nely, so 11ospitable. Yet, at the very 
1no;.tal 111an can do. He's in touch with tho 1nention of Nerki's name, thev had changed. 
~pi1its and the ghosts!,, Archie realised that they wero superstitio11s 

It was plain that the old 1nan was in fear. forest fo]k-and there are no more supe1·­
:\Irs. Sam1ns had co1ne in, catching son1e of stitious people in the whole length and breadth 
1ho conversation; and she was standing at of the country. · · · 
1 ho inner doo1· and she was looking "\Vell, this won't do," murmured Archie, 
frightened. bracing -hhnself. "I n1ean to .say, t.hi.,; -iji 

"Don't go, young sir-don't go!:,· she said where tho Priclo of the· Glent-hornes 111ust 
tr01nulously. "Not to that house alone." 8quaro his s-houlders and do his stuff." 

'' But I'm not frightened," said Archie He reali6ed 1nore forceful1y t.han before how 
patiently-althotlgh it n1ust be confessed ho necessary it was to get his aunt away fro1n 
was beginning to feel just a little "queer :, the influence of this mystic. Perhaps the 
~nside. "I 111ean to say, what could happen rnan was genuine-I?crhaps he was a trifle 
to me?" 1nad, and believed 1n his occult researC"hE~. 

11 l'lebbc nothing will happen. But if ye But Arc-hie was of one mind conce1ning the 
<.li:,pleasc the great Nerki.i as like as not· he'll healthiness of such ari occupation. 
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rresent1 ,·, aftl'r la_• l!~Hl ·walkt~d so1nc di~-. 
Lu1c·c up the louely road, la.· saw a narrow 
track, leading off sharply to thf' left,. 'l'he 
n1oon was shining brightly nt the morncnt, 
Hnd Arrhie could clistiucth· sec the marks of 
.:,ut.omoLile tyres in the soft surfaec of the 
t 1·ack. Some clistanl'e a way, on rising ground, 
clun1ps of dark trees could Le seen. 

And Ar~hie did not doubt . that N(•rki'::, 
lonely ho1ne was situated a1nongst t.he trees. 
Ho left the road, and took to the track; and 
,,s he did so a feeliug of st.range and rnys­
t c·rious lonesomeness gripped hiu1. lie felt, 

0 

tanc-e nhead, he could H:C the b1ac-k, sini.'5ter 
ontlirw of a sti·angc looking dwelling. 'rhere 
appeared to Le a conical tower at one corner. 
HH<l clrnsc to t.hc house grew a narnher of 
ga uu t yl•W t l'ees. Archie was irresistibly re­
rninded of a d1urehyard, nnd a.gain he 
shi vere<l. 

Not a light "·as showing .in that grim build• 
i11g; and the very appearance of the place, 
instead of Lriuging him n feeling that he 
wns near to ·luuuan l1abitation, liad just the 
opposite eff l·C't. 

Flu t u.·r-fl u t tc.•r-fl u t tcr ! 

Handfortb suddenly sent the little car swerving wildly across Into the ditch. He had just 
caught sight of a tree-trunk that lay sprawled right across their path. 0 Phew I ,, muttered . 

Handy. " What a narrow shave." 

in that moment, that he was unprotected. nnd 
if anything happened to hiu1 none would 
c·\·er know of his fate. 

He looked nbout hi1n, and he could see no 
g-leam of light in any direction. Nothing but 
the bare, undulating country so characteristic 
of the New Forest. Great clnrnps of trees, 
~pinncys, patches of gorse, and, no doubt, 
h(•re ancl there, a treacherou3 bog. 

Now that he had left the road bc:l1incl, ho 
had lost sight of it. Ile seen1ecl to l,c in a 
g-reat world of desolation. Ile had never 
believed that such au isolatcc.l Jj!ace exi~tcd 
in peace£ ul En.gland. 

'11hc increasing wind, and tlw occa~ional 
flu1-rics of snow, ouly tended to increa3e the 
eeriness of Archie's su1Toundings. O\·erheacl 
the moon showed occasionally; and the clouds, 
1·agged and angry looking, were scudding 
:p1ore quickly than c\·er across the stonny 
noa\·ens. 

"I say!" nu1ttered Archie abrupt:,r. 
Ile had turned a bend in the track, and, bv 

so doing. he had ppssed nn nngle of one of 
the clumps of trees. And there, some dis-

-- Archie jun1pccl sidf'ways as sornething came 
down quite close to hirn from the neighbour­
ing trc-es. He <lodged, and as he stared up­
wards he saw a great black thing fluttering 
bet.wec-n earth and sky. It ho\·ercd for a f cw 
n101nents, it.:; enormous wings outspread, ,in<l 
it partially concealed the 1noon. 

"Odds shocks and staggerers!" n1 ut terc<l 
Archie, who was shaken. 

... He knew that the thing was only ·a bat. 
'I et he wondered. Ile doubted. Ile had 
ne\·er seen such an enormous bat before. And 
as· he looked he .saw others. Four or five 
of the monstrous creatures were flappi11rr 
about in the wind, between the trees and th~­
housc. 'l'lw very sight of thczn sent cold 
shi\'er.s down Archie G lenthornc's back. 

But he gripped h1n1sc1f ngnin_. and set hij 
teeth. This was sheer rot. 

"I mean to say. bats!" he muttered. 
"There's nothing to be scared of in-- I 
say- \Vell, of all frightf u1-" 

rrhere was a hedg(\ running nlong8ide· the 
track now-a dark, black, impenetrable hedge. 
And it sce1ned to Archie that he sn w two 
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great, hnninous eyes staring at h~~1 f~on1 ~he 
intense dcpt-hs of the hedge. l11s first un­
pulso was to run. But ho caught his breath 
iu, and took a quick step forward. 

And when he reached the hedge, there was 
nothing-nothing but the blackness. 

"Yon absolute c:lnnup 1" he 1nuttcred 
angrily. "I'm dashed if y0u're not getting 
iinagina ti vc now ! " 

Yet, when ho h1111ed aside, to continue his 
,valk to the house, again he saw the great 
luminous eyes-and this ti1nc it seen1ed to 
him that they were hovering in the very air. 
Just eyes, by' then1selve.~, without head, with•· 
out body. 

A n1ournful, wailing cry arose-ancl fron1 so 
close at hand that Arohio ju1nped. The next 
second he could have kicked hiinself. It was 
certainly an eerie sound, ··but it "·as fa1niliar 
enough. Merely the hooting of an awl. 

He felt reassured. Those lun1iuous eyes 
he had seen! An owl-of course! 

Yet, even as he came to this conclusion, he 
distinctly saw two owls squatting on the 
branch of a tree, a way t-0 his right. Their 
eyes · glinted in tho 1noonlight-but there wa.s 
nothing particularly terrible about then1. 
Their eyes were not t-he 6ame as those other 
luminous eyes he had seen. 

He was quite near t.he hou·se when it, 
seemed to him that he heard a whispe1· of 
laughter just against the dark he~e. The 
wind ,vas noisy, and perhaps Archie's ea rs 
had played hin1 false. He was not sure. He 
looked intently in that direction, and as he 
did so son1ething rose a"bove the hedge. It 
was black and conical, and as it 1·ose higher 
it took on the appearance, ridiculously enough, 
of a witch's hat. 

"Good gad!" ejaculated .Archie, thoroughly 
startled. • · 

He koe,v that he was not wrong, for a head 
had folJowed the hat, a queer, n1isshapen face 
showed indistinctly in the n1oonJight, a 
wrinkled - face, with hollow eyes, a great. 
hooked nose, and 11ut<'1·acker jaws. 

A typical witch. 
And then the jaws opened, and a wild 

screeching cackle of laughter ·burst out upon 
the ni~ht. Archie's ve1·y blood sec111cd t.o 
f reezo 1n his veins. 

Then, before his eye~, that hideous creature 
arose into the air, and ·Archie saw that it was 
a witch, mounted upon a broon1. Long trail­
ing garments floated in the wind, and then, 
at that second, a great black cloud obscured 
the 11100n, and the da1·kuess shut down. 

---
CHAPTER 3. 
The Sorcerer. 

A :\IlNUTE later, Archie Gleuthoruc wni 
so bewildered that he did not know 

· whether the thing had actually J1ap­
pened, or whether it was 111erely a ti·ick of his 
~agina.tion. , 

It was so fanta.stic-so unreal. 
The blackulg out o.f the 11100n had confused 

.. 
him. A!lcr a. n101ncut, recovering -himsdf 
!Soruew hat, he ran along the hedge, t-0 a spot 
where ho liad previously seen a gap. I-Io 
leaned over, and at the sa1ue n101nent a rift 
~u tho cloud all!)wed the n1oonlight to sh~,v 
t,hrough. Arclue could see a wide untrdv 
paddock on the other side of the he:Jge·; bt~t 
there ,vas 110 ]iviug thing in sight. · 

'' T11is is dashed well getting on 1ny 
nerves!" ho inuttercd .... 

I-Ie ·wns, in fact, in a nervous state now­
and he knew it. It was ridiculous. I-lo 
thought of the_ stories that l:Ir. anc..l Jirs. 
Snn11ns Jrn.d told him. 

\Vell, there was no sense in stayin~ -out 
here~ all, by hiinself. His Aunt Eustacia.• was 
in the hous,~a11d five n1inutes in her 
p1·esence, Nerki, or 110 Nerki, would restore 
his balance. 

lie .'3a w a big, old-fashioned p01'(•h in the 
centre of the house-!ront, and he n1oved to• 
wards this quickly. _ He had an irresistible 
de6ire to 1·un-to get indoors without a, 
second's ·waste of tilne. And he knew that 
he was afraid. It was a strange ,sensation foi: 
Arehie; foi-, usually, the aristocratic school­
boy was conten1ptuous of alf ghost stories, aud 
it took a great deal to shake his nerves. 

lie· got within t.hc porch, and he could .S(le 
a heavy door in the depths. The moon had 
come out again now, and a glinting hea1n 
broke through_ the porch, and Archie could 
sec g1·eat metal studs on the door. 

lie reached fonvard, intending to feel f 01· 
a door knooker, or a hell. But as he did 
so, the door itself silently and 1nysteriously 
opened inwa1·ds. • 

"I n1ean to say! Great Scott!" inuttel'ed 
Arc-h~, with a b'U]p. 

He ln1cw that he had not touched the doot·, 
yet :·it ha,l opened of its own accord-and so -
silently, so eerily, th.at Archie huug ba~k, 
ahnost fearful of entering. ·. 

And then, as he stood there, it scen1cd to 
hin1 that two objects reached out fro1n the 
utter blackness of the doorway. They 1·e­
~olved then1selves, even as Archie stood 
n1otionlcs.'J, into two bony hands, ,vhich 
see1ned to be visible, - although thero was 
u U-er da1·kness around them. 

The schoolboy tried to utter an ejaculation, 
but the sound choked in his throat. For he 
uow knew that t.hcy were not ordinary hands 
at all-but the fleshless hands of a skeleton. 

He hraced hiinsclf up to make a backward 
)cap; but he was a shade too late. 'fho 
skeleton hands l'cached forward, touched him. 
and he was suddenly jerked clean forward 
through the doorway, into the ntybterious 
blackness of the interior. 

"I say! Ilelpln gasped Archie frantically. 
""Good gad I This is too absolutely !right­
ful-'' 

Then ho pulled hi1nself together. Pc1·hap~ 
it was t1ie sudden perfun1e of incense ,vhich 
struck bis nosh·iJs. - It was somethin~ 
tangible, son1ething he was familiar with~ 
And, suddenly, he recovered· his balance. 

"Rot!" he said fierce_ly "You can't fool 
1110 with all the.e:e bally tricks 1 \Vhere the 
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dickeus arc yon? y·ou, with the faked arms?" "\Veil, of course, just as yon say, old 
But not a sound carne to his ears. And thing," muttered Archie. 

when he half turned, expecting to find the I-le thought it was a poisonous idea, but. 
door still 01Jen, he saw nothing but black- there was nothing else to be done. llc sat 
ness. And he could tell, by. the ,·ery mulHed down, half expecting to crash to the floor. 
~ound of the wind, that the door had closed For he was uot certain that a .chafr really 
again. And now, too, that grip upon hun existed. Y ct he found that he was sitting 
had gone. quite comfortably. · 

He took a step baekwnrds, as though to "You are of good courage, my f1·iend," 
find the closed door; but something touched ~aid tho low \'oice. "Not many of my 
him lightly in the back, as though to prod visitors reach this far without nn exhibition 
him onwards. I-le spun round savagely, of--'' 
8triking out. flut his fists onl;>~ smote the The voice broke off: and Archie now saw 
l•Jnptv air. , that the strange old mi1n was looking straight 

This thing was getting like a nightmare, at hirn. And suddcnlv the cauldron was · 
nnd Archie decided to end it He strode snntchcd away from the~ :brazier, so that the 
fonvard bo]dly, tee ling in front of him as he glow frorn the burning charcoal fell full 
d .d · upon the visitor's face. I SO. . · 

And then without w,u-ning without hi~ "But what is this?., said the Yoicc. now 
entering-co;1sciously-any roo~1, or door-_ sharp an~ intent. "\Vhat arc you ·c1oiuJ 
way, ho founu that he could see. He was not· here? \\ ho are you, boy?" 
in a passage, as he had believed, but in a Archie was relic,·cd. Now that t-hcre wns 
great room, the sides of which were entirely n1ore J1ght, he was satisfied that the figuro 
black, so that he could not tell, with any on the other side of tlic brazier was real-· 
c!egree of uccuracy, how largo the apartment. it was human. 
,vns. "\Veil, I like ·that!'' said Archie. "Somo• 

But his attention wns attracted by the body dragged me in -here, nnd I'm told to 
Pxtraordina1·y character of th~ ceiling or roof. sit down, and then you ask n1e who I am. 
It was, indeed, a Lia·ck dome, and he could Dnsh it, I don't think yon'\'e treated me very 
distinguish the doineci shape owing to the politely, l\Ir. Nerki." . 
fact that ail the fa1niliar s.i'gus of the Zodiac "You know ine, boy?~, asked the old inan. 
were glcuming luminou!:ly above. The effect "Not frorn Adam. But who else can you 
was most in1pressive-a1id n1ysterious. be?" 

· " Y fl. t '" "d I Id "\Vell, this is rum1ny ," murmured Archie. ou ,~re ippan · • ,. sai. t 1c ~ n1au 
"Anyhow, t.herc must be somebody here, r--ternly. Yes, I af!l Ncrk1~ the Sorcerer. 
\vorking thcfe tricks!" ~hut _were you doing outs1d~ tny house? 

· . . . \\ hy did you come to n1y door ? " 
He looked about hun. The only hght 1n , , W" II . , I I ? ,,. 1- • 

t!1at strange vlacc was gi,·en by the Zodiac . c , '~ a~n t . ~xpec~~c ·• r~p ic~ 4L\.1~cl11e 
~!gns aboyc. He turned, but his gaze could 111 s_ome henddei:mcut. l\Iy _n,1n1e 1s._l~lcn-
11ot. penetrate -in nuy direction. Then, as th01 nc-to be e~aet, Arclubald \\' 1nston 
~hough by !11ag1c, he saw something-right J)~~l'k f lenthorne. ,.· .• ..,. . . ,, 
in front of ham, even as he looked. It seemed .. A\. .· I ain .b~,.ginn~~1o:-- to und_ei~tand, 
to come from nothingness, to glow before his said Nerki, nodd!no. ,. \: ct I thanl" there 
verv £'yes. n1us~ be so~e mistake. · . 

The first thing he saw was n quaint•k>oking . Hts eyes, n1 the reflection from the _glow­
brazi"er, anci it was glowing dully, with a ing, charco~l, s~em~d t_o ?urn ~-~d, like a 
rudely, coppery fire. On the top of this cat 5• • Pcr~,tps _it '' ~s. onlJ . a tuck of the 
brazier stood a cau1dron. reflection-but it _ga, c Archie n queer, un• 

. comfortable sensation . 
. And from the cauldron ar08e nn ev_1l-look- "You see, 1ny Aunt ·Eustacia-that is. Lady -
1ng steam, or s1noky vapour. Then it was, Bowers-arranged with mo to be here this 
through the steam that· A1·chic .saw a b~nt evening-'' · 
old mun, sC:ated on a stool on the ~ther side "You arc wrong!" broke i11 Nerki hnrshlv. 
of t~c brazier. He was_ feeble looki~g, with "\Vhat folly has brought :vou here to-ni,rht ?" 
a cr1nklcd, parchment-like face. His beard .. 0 

, .. ·as long and white, and his hair stood out 
untidily on either side of the conical hat 
which wa.s perched upon his head. 

Archie was not quite sure whether this 
crcatur,~ was alive, or whether t.hc whole 
apparition was an illusion.· Bt,t he was 
irn•sistibly reminded of a necromancer of the 
1\1:iddle Ages-an alchemist. 

'' S. 1 ',· • d 1 . • 1t . sa1 a ow, mysterious voice. 
"Eh?" ejaculated Archie.· 
He saw that t.he figure wris pointing; a 

bony hand had risen from the stick which 
projected from the cauldron. And now, as 
Archie looked, he sa ,.,.. that a chair hnd ap­
pearwi in the darkness. .. .. -

Irr <ct (•. ~ 
~W_.,.,Y.,."fll""'-J...,~ftt.~:1.. 

.' . 

lk"'. 

~ 
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'' But, really-'' 
'· Lady Bo,vers is a great and gracious 

woman," con tinned Nerki reverently. "Yon 
should be proud, boy, to have such an aunt. 
She is a believer-a faithful student of tho 
black arts." 

"That's ju.st the trouble," said .i\rchic. 
"'Veil, I mean, the fact is-" 

"The fact is, Lady Be,,wers made an ap­
pointment with me for Thtu·sday evening/' 
~id Nerki curt.Jy. · "You were to come latc1·, 
and I understand that 1ny disciple was to 
hav.e put certain matters before 1ne, seeking 
1ny advice." 

"Your disciple?" askc<l ... .\rchic wonder­
ingly. 

"Boy, are you so dense 1" said the ol<l 
1nan. '' I am refe1'l'ing to Lady Howe1·s.', 

"Oh, rather 1 I get you now. Of course," 
said Archie hurriedly. 

"You will therefore go, and if it pleases 
ine, yon 111ay return-but not· until n1y 
disciple herself has bePn here,:, said Nerki. 
"It is her desire that I should gaze into the 
1nystic crystal, so that I n1ay foretell the 
i1nmediatc future." 

Archie was puzzled, for he had known 
nothing of tho altered appointinent. A!S a 
1nntter of fact, Aunt Eustacia had sent hin1 

. a _note, altering the day, but, unfortunately, 
this note had arrived just after Archie had 
left. So he knew nothing of the change. 

Because of this-and 1because of this only­
he had been subjected to all these extra­
ordinary 1nanifcstations. Ho shrewdly 
realised that if he came on Thun,day evening 
he would be admitted either by Nerki hin:­
se1f, or by a servant. 

There was something else_ on for this evcn­
i~and Archie s~tddenly ~un1~e<l to t-~~ con­
ch1s1on that Nerk1 was expecting a <lJfterent 
visit.or. So all those faA:es-and Archie was 
n1ore than ever convinced t.hat th~ w~re 
fakes-had been prepared for another. Anti 
it Wa8 clear that Nerki was angry. 

"Now, boy, you will go!" said tho ol<l 
nm1p ..-\Co1ne, I will escol't you to the door. 
Ano ·,~t 1ne advise you to walk quickly away, 
lest you should sec strange thiug~-thillg:; 
which may frighten /ou.'' 

"Oh, rather!" sai Arc-hie. "To tell yon 
the truth, professor, old thing, 1'111 rathel' 
jellified ab·eady. I shan't :be at all so1·1-y to 
get away fron1 this dashed chan1ber of 
horrors!'' 

He had risen, and before he had 1noved n 
couple of steps, the brazier with its glowing 
charcoal had vanished; and it seemed to fade 
into nothingness. The signs of the Zodiac, 
ov~rhead, flickered, and · vanished, too. 
Archie found himself . in total darkness; but 
the hand of N erki was on his arm. 

"Come!" said the deep voice. 
The next thing that Archie knew was that 

the cold night air was blowing on his face. 
He was out in the porch, and the moonlight 
looked almost chee1·ful. · 

"Heed n1y warning. boy!" said Ncrki, his 
n1outh very close to Archie's ear. "Say 
nothing of· what you have seen this night. 

Say nothing t.o a living soul. People \\ 110 
talk of what happens in the hon1e of Ne1·ki, 
t.he Sorcerer, inect with strange a·nd te1·riblo 
inisadventures." 

Archie was about to reply, but when lio 
half turued the old 1nan had vanished. 
Archie · felt before ·hin1, and his hands en­
countered the 111etal-studded door. It l1ad 
closed without a ,vhisper of. sound. He. strode 
forward into t.he inoonlight, and it required 
all his will-power to prev.ent himself fron1 
hrcaking into a run. But Archie, in spite of 
his appearance, was no simpleton. Neitl1er 
was he a coward. He had an instinctive feel­
ing that if he did start running it would 
become a panic-stricken flight. .A.ncl that 
would never do. The Gleut-hornes did uot 
indulge in that sort of thing. 

He walked steadily, fir111ly, and he had not 
gone far before he saw, in tho dist-a nee, 
another figure. Son1e instinct ,va1·ned hiin to 
draw back, behind the shadow of a chuup of 
dense bushes, and there he lurked, waitin~. 
He knew. that this other figure was no appari­
tion-but a hun1an being. 

The 1uan who approached was looking about 
hin1 fron1 right to left, nervously. The n1oon-
1ight shone upon hi1n for a 1no1nent, aud 
Archie saw that he ,vas a skinny, unpleasant 
looking fellow, and his eyes were shifty and 
set close together. 

Suddenly the n1an halted, gasping audibly. 
For th_o sounds of soft. thudding hoof-bea.t3 
had coine, and they could be heard above the 
blust-e1· of the wind. 

Archie caught his breath in, and his spine 
seeined to tingle. For there was son1ething 
u1ueal, son1ethiug unnatural, in the sound. 

Thud - thud - thud-thud - thud- - thu<l-
'rHUD-THUD-'l~UD ! I 

The ·hooI-hcats increased untii'°tl1c sounds 
we1·c so close that Archie expected to see a 
great horse go ga.Uoping past. But he saw 
nothing. · 

"The ghost pony!" can1e a horrified 1ex­
dan1ation froru the 1nan. "The ghost pony r' 

He broke into a· 1·un, sobbing with fright, 
and he \" anished in t:he darkness towards the 
house. 

And Archie Gl,~nthorne, trembling in en"l"Y 
lin1h, 1nauaged to find his way back to the 
road. 

CHAPTER 4. 
Turned From the Door I 

T ilJ~ :bright lights of a big motor•coadi 
did 1nuch to- restore Archie's balance. 
IIe was in contact with the real world 
a.gain. He could see that the coach 

was full of people-country shoppers, no 
<loubt, on their way home from one of the 
surrounding towns. The spluttering of the 
coach's engine, accompanied by an occasional 
noisy 1niafire, sounded like music in Archie's 
cars. 

.As he approached the charcoal bul'ner's cot• 
tage he s~ w that the coach had stopped 
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f urthcr clown the road-its further progress for changing the nppointn1ent, and failing to 
barred by the fallen tree. There were one let n1c know in ti1ne, she can't \·c1·y well give 
01· two other cars there, too-and on the u;;; the gate." • 
further side of the obstruction, two other By tho time they got to the scene of action 

1 

c·oachcs. Quite a traffic jam. Archie felt the fallen tree had been shifted sufficicutly to 
that the country~idc was quite crowded. allow of one-way traffic. And an A.A . .scout 

"Hallo! You haven't been long!" had now appeared, and was directiug opera-
Handfort.h had 01nerged from the cottage, tions .. Archie was glad to see that fan1iliar 

nnd behind him ·were Church and McClure. uniform. ~e felt that this part of t.he country 
'.rhey had come· out, ir~ fact, to lend a hnnd w~! no~ so dr~adfully remote,. after _a)J. 
\\~ith tlic fallen tree; for old Samms had told I wish you d let me go with ~·ou to that 
t-hem that an effort ·was t"o be· made ·to shift· place,0 grumbled Handfo1:th. "I'l.l bet I'd 

· it. · · ha~·e. spotted how those tncks were worked" 
".\Vhat's tho verdict?"-- asked Church But- Archie Glent.hornc wasn,t listening. 

___ eagerly. Although feeling much better, he was still 
'' There's been a bally 1nistakc," said cousiderably shak~11 by his t'xperiencc. Ancl 

A1~hie. "l\1Iy aunt. sent n1e a letter, or se~e- ho was worried, too. 'fhere was sornethtng 
thing, and I didn·t get it. The appointrnent grim_ and ugly about the whole business. It 
is for Thursday, not to-day. A most fright- wasn't right that people should dabble in 
fully awkward -predic., old things. I inenn, witchcraft and sorcery. 
we'r~ rn9rc or les_s 6trandcd." ' "Odds rot and piffle!" muttered Archie 

"Thursday!'' ~mid 1-Iandforth~. '-'That's_ t.he impatiently. '' Before long I shall find u1yself 
da~· after to-n1orrow !" believing in the beastly hokum!" 

He looked ~t _AI"chie n1ore. closel):, and the He was glad when t.he little 1\-Ion·is l\linor 
n1oon w,1:5 slnn1ng very brightly Just ~hen. was once again on the road; he was glad~ too. 
P(•rh~ps 1t was the effect of lhc rnoonhg_ht, that a well-filled 1notor-coaeh was gliding 
but it seemed- to l-Iandforth that Archie's along just in front. 'I1he sig-ht ga \'0 Archie 
frwe was deathly pale. a feeling of comfort-of compnnionship 

"By George! You look queer!" said "\\" II "t' t A h. ,, · 1 ·H 1 
:Edward Oswald, with concer11. "\Vhat's tho f ti c ' .111

5 upd O sou,1 re 1
~,, Tls~a anc -

tt . A l ·e? H ·e yo seen a host?,, or 1, as 1ey rove a ong. ungs seem . 1n fl e 1 , re 11 . a, u , iJ • to b · · b · t f y ' t • · 
"I've seen Nerki-and it.'s pract1cally the · c in n 1 0 me,ss. ou re no ~' £'n e:'-

'-anlc thing ,, re}llied Archie sha.ki],.,. pected -at your aunt. s place, so nothing will 
.. , , · ., be readv for you " 

"~'ly only hat! ,vhat's ho like?" asked "Oh, .. well, it'; a "·hacking great house, 
.~IcC..:lui:e. • . ,vith lots of spare rooms," said Archie. 

Arclue t.old t.hen1 of_ lus exper1en~e_. I-le "Trust to rrie, o'ld things. I'll see that every­
was r~luctant ~ n1~nhon the apparition of thing's all right." · 
the witch, bnt _the story was out 'before he Before long he warned Handforth to go 
could prevent 'lumself.. He ~old of the skele- more slo_wly; and prP~ently some big, ~iti- · 
to_n hands, ~nd the n1yster1ous bl_ack. rooin fashioned . iron gat.es came into view. They 
w1t-h the doomed roof and the zodaic signs. were closed, arid they looked forbidding. 

"I say, cheC'se it!" protested Handforth "This the place?" asked Handforth, pecr-
11ncomfortably. _ "You',·e been seeing things, ing through the window, "I can't see any 
Archie! It's just your imagination. You house." . 
·can't expect. us to sw·allow~" "It.'s just n bit back, hidden by the trees," 

_" I know it s..ound . .;; poisonously imposs; but explained Archie. "Hold on a minLite rat <J 
it all happened," int.crrupt~d Archie. "I)on't I'll staggeL· out and open the gates." ~J 

. thin~ l'1n falling for that sort of bunk, He was half afraid t.hat the gates would 
though. Good g~d ! Absolutely not!_ The be locked-for he knew his aunt's eccentrici­
•whole dashed bus111~s ~vas done by trickery• ties. But he was relieved to find that they 
\Vhat's 1nor<'_. l'1n lfo1ng to see t-ha_t my openod readily enough, aud he pushed then1 
Aunt Eustacrn. docsn t go to that blighter back, and hooked them. so that the wind 
on Thursday·" . would not blow them to· again. The flurries 

llandforth \\'!15 thoroughly_ cx_c1t-ed: ~le of snow were getting heavier, and already 
knew th.~t Arch1e, far fro,n being 1mag1nati,·o the roads and the hedgerows were bccon1ing 
~!1cl pan1ck~·, was leyel-he~ded and shrew~. whitened . 
.L he dete1~11ucd way 1n wluch h~ stuck to has The little car turned into the short drive 
story convinced Handforth -that it was true. and passed through- an a\·enue of gaunt 

"Of coursf', thoge skcl~ton hands could. ha vc poplars. Then Forest House itself ca1ne intc 
been easilv wangled," said the burly leader view-a dark: sprawling pile, outlined against 
of Study "D. "l n1ean, phosphorous paint., the gloomy sky. One or two windows of 
{and wires, and nll tJ1at sort of thing. Easy t.he lowc1· floor were glowing warmly. ): ... et, 
ns pie, with a black background. By George! somehow, the old mansion had the appearance 
l\·c a good 1nind to go to Nerki's place, and of being forlorn. 
:ha \'C a look round." "Su1·0 this is the place, Archie?'' asked 

"Not. now, old lad," said Archie quick1v. Handforth doubtfullv. "lTgh ! It gives me 
~',Ye .must get along to Fo1·est House, arid the creeps!" .. 
1n!-cn•1ew the good lady. I mean, it's getting "You should sec Ncrki's house if you want 
f~arl~: la~e, and w.c must have things straight. the creeps!" ret.orted Archie. "This is a fine 
Cons1der1ng that ~t was her own dashed fault old place-and on a sumrner's day you'd sny 
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that you'<l never saw a n1ore picturesque old Sho was tall, her go,Yn was so1ncwhat old• 
English country dwelling. I n1ea11 to say, it\; fa~hioued, and her :1ge was uncertain. He1· 
one of the show places of tho Forest." face, serene anti kindly cnoug·h in repose, 

They got out of the car at the foot of the was now set into a hard expression which 
wide steps, and they all mounted to the big suggested anger and annoyance. At the 
stone ·porch, which was half overgro\vn with sa1ne tin1e there was a far-away look in hci.· 
creepers. Only a dull glow showed. in the eyes, ns though sho had been disturbed in 
f nnlight. Archie found tho bell, and rang it. the 111iclst of son1e deep meditation. Archi(, 
And presently the door· opened, revealing a was pained-and 1nore ectermined than eyer 
1niddle-aged man dressed in black. He was to carry on with hi:, plan. As a child he 
clean-shaven, wit.h shrunken checks, and eyes ren1c1nbered _i\unt Eustacia as one of tho 
which were half hiddeR in deep hollows. The joJli<:st, happiest women imaginable. 
expression on his face w.as_ melancpoly.. ." \Vhut -· c~oes this . n1can,'. Archie?"_ n.s~cd 

"Well, here _we arc," said Arch10 br1ght.!Y· ·the lads·, ·ul a Yoice • of uncompromi.s1n.; 
"Oh, my goodness, I'd forgotten l We.re severity. 
not expected, are we? I don't know yo~ !'1 

· · "\\'ell~ you ·sec, old thing-,. . 
•he added fixing his 1nonocle more firmly into '' And please do not make use · of nny of 

his_ eye, 'and surveying ihe m~n with dis- those ridiculous ter1ns." 
faV;our.'1 . . "Fnghtfully sorry!- No _disrespect-, -nunt, 

"I don't know. yon, either, young _gentlu· old dear!" said .Archie hurriedly. '"l'ho facu 
!11an !" said the nian, v.-ithout budging an i~, I thought c,·€rythiug was· fixed f9r · this 
inch. . . - · · C\'Cning." 

"I say, 1sn'_t that _l'ath~r~ \Veil_, per• "Didu't roit get my letter?,, 
J1aps not!,, said _Arclnc. 'I he fact is,. o!d ci ·1,l1·· t-'- 1·t-tl1at'~ J.l\St it ,, said .. i\rchic. 
h . I' A h Y J·now Arclue •t :, ' ;;:J • t., 1ng, m _re 1~· ou." · C'I ~ • •·1 went to Nerki, as _per arrangement, buu 

Gle~}horne. I da1c say in~ .A.unt Eu::;tac1a he Lold Jnc that the nppointn1ent had been 
ff b. 1- ff for the· inan was backing ·-S<'}'at~hed .. Said son1ething about Thursday. 

e 10 "c O 
, . \\ ell,. 1 d!dn 't kuow, and · here . I am. The.Ee 

away, and thus in\"iting them to enter. Anti chappies arc pals of 111ine., and__:_" 
they found t~1e1nsch-es in a 1neanly-li_t hall. 

"You cnnnot re1nain in this hou~e, 
'' I'm soi-ry Yon did not give me· your .. Archie," interrupted Lady- Bowers curtly. 

na1ne at first, .. t-ir,1' said the 1nan. "I am "Eh 1,, 
\\

7ren-hcr ladyship's huller. I think it ~ust ~'You heard what r said/' 
be a long ti1nc, ~laster qienthornc, su1ce "Oh, rathcr1 · nut, you sec--" 
you visited at this house." . "You sriy that you- have seen Nerki? Tell 

·" Oh, years!'_' replied A!·chie. "In fac.t, n1c exactly what happe1.1ed ?" 
donk<!)·s years. Well, wheres the lady? \\·c . - · • .\.rchie .. · did ·not_ tell his aunt exactly what 
inay not be expected, but I haven't the 
slightest doubt 'that" we shall be welcome.', hnd happened; but he. garc her the gist of 

· his talk with the my5terio11s ~Ir. N~rk1. J\.!1d 
"Y C:3, sir/' snid \Vrcn, and his voice con- Lady Bowcr.s li.st_cnccl with an anxious li.;ht 

tained a doubt. in her eyes. . 
He did not invite them to 1·emovc thl'ir "So you took it for granted, .. 4.rchie, t-h~t 

hats and coats.· But n1oved straight across Nerld would _ gi,·c his ~nnctioh ?'~ said Aunt 
to a door far down t-he hall. A·nd Archie, Eu:,tacia coldly. ·" You ever1 brought your 
after hesitat.ing uncertainly for a · moment, friends with you." . _ _ 
followed. Handforth & Co. did the same. "\Vell, you sec,· it's. your sanction th~t 

"I am sorry to disturb yottr ladyship," really n1atters/' explained Archie, beaming. 
said- \Vren. as he stood in the open doorway, "I n1ean t.o .say, you're the jolly old hostes.i 
"·but Master Glenthorne is here, accompanied and it's up t-0 you. All the other member~ 
by three other young gentlemen." of ~he party nrc coining down t-o-morrow-" 

"Dash it all, why all tJ1e formality?'' ask~d "I am angry with you, Archie," .§aid Lady 
Archie, inoving forward. '' Kindly remove J?.ower5, her eyes full of sudden alarm-and 
thd old carcase, laddie! Come on, you fear. 0 I-low dare you take such a liberty! 
chappies. \Vhy, bless the dear old heart if You n1ust send tclegra1ns to all your other 
it isn't .t\.unt Eustacia in person! \Vhat-ho ! friends, and t-hcy 111ust be prevented from 
Greetings of a seasonable nature, and all 1naking tho journey to-morrow." 
that sort of thing!" · 

"But Ncrki won't really put the Jid on 
Archie fairly sajled into the apart1ncnt, the pai·ty, will he, aunt?" asked • .i\.rohio 

"~hich was a quietJy furnished drawing-room. aHxiously. "Dash it, I thought it ,-.;as only 
Lady Bowers had been seated at a table a sort of forn1alit.y. I menn, this is your 
near the fire, evidently reading by ...the light house, and- it's up to you-" 
of the only lamp which was burning in the ., You do not under::;tand, my boy," saicl 
great room. But now she was on her feet. Lady Bowers quietly. "Th, re are so many 

"You may go, \Vren !" she said shortly. things that none of ns. understand. But 
She did not even ]ook at .(\rchie, who had Ncrki knows a11. Nerki is more than a n1an; 

done his best to brighten t.11ings up. Hnnd- he is a link with that vast realm of which 
forth & Co. stood uncertain, and their first we only hear whispers, and catch glimpses. 
i1npression of Ludy Eustacia Bowers was not .4nd only a chosen few of us are even per. 
a happy one. n1ittcd these whispers and glimpses. Until 

) 



Ask for No. 362, BOYS' FRIEND 4d. LmRARY. On Sale Now. 

1h(• ~!'eat ~erk! gin•:-- his consent, you cannot 
. ' ' . l'('ffl[ll ll. 

Archi<.~ looked at her iu wonder-·and with 
clecp concern. 

"If yon say so, auut, I'll wire to the 
otlH.•r~." he said. l'But we can stay, surely? 
·you tl1a\·cn't allowed inc to introduce " 

"It. is Letter that you should not introduce 
ntf' to your friend:--," intcrn1ptcd Lady 
Uu\\"(•r~. H 'I1hey arc intruders in this house. 

den thly pale, nncl her faee becan1e haggard 
and drawn. I-Ier eyes were blazing with 
anger as ~he pointed to t.hc door. 

"Go!'' she said stiilly. "Lea ,·c my house'.,. 
IIandforth gulped. 
'' I apologise, Lady Dowers!" ~1c exclaimed 

contritely. '· I didn't really 1nean to-" 
"I will accept yon1· apology, but ~-ou n111st 

go-you and yonr friends r' said the lady . .. 

f:'5".": '-~~~ 
·_-:2?ef-~~==~~ ·-
.. ~ -::..- --:.. -~ 

The door of t-he mystic's house opened and skeleton hands reached out and dragged Archie 
forward into the blackness beyond the doorway. 

Tl1c.•Y arc here withont Nerki's pcrm1ss1on. 
Anci t liei r iufl ucnce within t-hc~c walls n1:1y 
!Je bad." 

"I .$ay, Lady Dowers, isn't that a bit 
ihi('k ?" protested llaudfortb. "\Vc'rc harrn­
h·=--., enough. Still, we can t;1kc a hint--'' 

"I ,., ·1 \ 1· . 1· ''N 6ay.· snH } rc-11P. 1n c 1stress. ·1 o 
nc.-c·d to get offended, old boy." 

"\\"cl], Ncrki ~ecms to be the n1astf'r of 
t11i-. house,'·' :-a!d Ilandforth bluntlv. · "\\'c~ 
c·;ii!'t- stay here ,rithout Nerki's pcrn11~sin11 ! 
..'.\t1cl l'l_J bet. he'.., 11othing but a t riek~ter 
~, 11d an 1n1postor ! ~, 

, Church and ::\IcCiurc tried to stop him. b,:t 
t{?. were t_oo lafP. It was charactc-ri:,tic !)f 
Li~ blundl'nug Ilanclforth lo blurt out his 
P~1_\·ate Yiews in t,!w.t way. Lads Bowers 
1L,~hed c1ecply at lint, and then she turned 

"Do uot dare to argue. Do not 1·t·1IH1 rn 
another 1ninute in rny presence. Go!·, 

And, to Archie's acute distress, Ha11dforth 
& Co. <leparlccl. Ifandforth, nt least, had 
been turned out. lJntil thi3 rninntc Archir.· 
hnd had au idea that Nerki was nierelv 
another of Lady Bower's hobbies. llc wa3 
now beginning to dimly understand that, the 
n1y~tie had gained an alrno~t hypnotic hold 
o,·ct· his a uu t. 

,,,;-- t A h' ., . l I [ 
.1. on nnts go, too. re 1c, · sn :c .,rH y 

Bowers. "There arc thi!lf{ . ., about this hou3c 
which you do not nnderstand. It. is better 
that I should be a!onc. Nerki knows all; 
and if he pronounces it ~afe for you to be 
lu\re fol' Christmas, you niay come-you and 
an vour friC'nds. nut I cannot know" for 
certain until Thnrsday. \"'ou will rnc~t rnc, 
,1s a rrangecl, n t sc\·en o'(.'lock •in the evening." 



IU THE .\iTELSON LEE LlBR.:IRY 

.Archie was the1n any keen de~ire lo spend Chri~tI11~:s. 
s h r c w d unde1· it~ roof. 

~ enough to see "I think we'd better chuck the ,,·hole thin:; 
that argu- up and go h01ne !" said Church gruHiy. 

1ncnt would be useless. His aunt ·' You wouldn't do that,,, said .Archie. 
was in a highly nervous condition. "Dash it, you woul<ln't let a pal down, woultl 
He had accepted her decree without you?" 
protest-but, at the san1e tirnc, his "Yes, but hang· it--" 
determination to help her, with ot· "You've seen Aunt Eust.acia-nnd yon ca:1 
without her consent, · was doubly see what a state she's in,, ... went on _t\rchie. 
strengthened. "G9ocl gad! "'o can't leavo her to the 

"Very well, aunt," he said quietly. 1nercy of this bally sorcerer! Trust n1e, o!:l 
"I'll · oc trotting, then. See you things, nnd I'll guarantee that yon ha,·c a 
again, at N erk i's p]ace, seven o'clock ripping Christ.Jnas. 11 

. Thursday." "\Vhat about a ripping supper to-nig-ht-
He knew that this was no moment to say nothing of a ripping bed?,, asked :lia:~ 

for affectionate farewells, so he walked t· II prac 1ca y. . 
straight out. Wren, the butler, was waiting "Good enough," replied Archie. "Handy'-5 
in the hall, nnd Archie was esrortcd to tho car is here, and Fordingbridge i~ only a few 
front door. He found Handforth & Co. in n1iles away. \Ve'll find a hotel and· e,·ery­
thc porch, and - the. snow was now coming thing will be all serene. We can book room.:; 
down fairly thickly. until Thursday, and I'll foot the bill. J)ou'r, 

"Well, this is a fine Christ.mas party!" said· forget, laddies, that you're n1y guests/'· 
1 Candfoi·th bitterly. · ",veil, of course, that's different," saiJ 

Thud! 
'.rhe door closed behind .Archie, and - the :licClure. · 

i;:ound was unfriendly. The pro5pect of staying in a hotel was no~ 
"Odd changes and alterations!', said unpleasant. . .. \nd very soon Handforth'.,; 

Archie. "The poor old girl has aged ten little car was bowling along in the moonlight, 
years since I last saw her!', with snowflakes drifting ac1·oss the wind~crcc:1 

"I thought you we1·c so affectionate thn t in occasio:pal flurries. 
you k!ssed when you 1net ?" asked Hand- In 1',ordingbridgc they not only found :1=i 

forth tart!y. excellent hotel, but they were 1nacle ex-
" Old lad, this is no t1n1e £01· rottf ng" treme]y con1fortable. Anti Hand forth & Co.·~ 

~aid Archie, and his voice was unusually spirits rose rapidly. 'fhere was plenty o: 
earnest. "Something frightful is happening life here, and the prospects of a good 1neal 
to Aunt Eustacia. I'm wor1·ied. She has was cheering in itBelf. 
let this Nerki blighter get such a hold over Archie, haYing settled tho details, proceeded 
her that she's little better than a slave,!" to get busy wit-h pen and paper. . -
· u And your aunt is wealthy, isn't she?" ",vho are you writ-ipg to 7n nsked liand-
asked Handforth bluntly. forth. 

"Absolutely! I've been thinking the san10 "Nobody," replied Archie. "I'm sending-
as you, Handy-but we may be wrong,,, said telegran1s. rrheso wires ·nre going off to• • 
Archie. after they had walked some few night-to t.ho rest of tho gang I" 
yards down the drive. "I'm not saying that "_\Vhat ! ,, · 
Nerki is a crook and a swindler. It W<l3 "Absolutely.,, 
f rightf u11I indiscreet of you to say a thing "You're doing what your aunt sugge.:;te<l-
like that "in front of my aunt. He may bo J)utting then1 all off?" 
genuine. \Ve don't know. Lots ot these "Don't be so absolutclv potty!" Enid 
chappies are_ in earnest, and_ they think bthey .Archie coldly. "I'm puttin"'g theni nll 011 ! 
k!low all soits of rumi~,Y things. Must e a 1'111 telling the lads and the lassies that e\·ery­
lu~1,d of sclf-hypno~ism. d ne · thing's O.K., and 1'1n asking them to for(\-

.· ~hy,,not call it rnndnc~s, a nd have O gathel' here, in this hotel, to-morrow. l\.Iig!~r. 
'' 

1,t~h it? . , . . . as well ha \·e the party all nice and in tac:; 
Well, its all frightfull,Y dist_res.sing-and so that we can n1ove into Forest House wheu 

I tell you, ~~nd~, that _I in .. going io ha\:e we get the all-clear signal." • 
iny own way, s~id At·c~1e: 

1 
Aunt ,Eustacia Handforth scratched his head. 

needs help.. She 11 have 1t. What s n1ore, "A 't 1 . f 1 h 't ., 
1 that Christm,1s party is going to come off- _ re~, you ta ,an~ ~n ?'"' u c ance • · 1e 

Ncrki. or no Nerki 1" a_skcd. . I mean, aft~1 \\ hat happened t_o­
u1ght, it's pretty certain that your nunt ,v1ll 
kybosh the whole party. Ncrki is certai!1 
to-=> 

CHAPTER 5. 
The Gathering of the Clans. '' By George! That's the spirit!" 

· Ilandforth heartily. 

"Nerki can cat coke!" interrupted Archio 
<!oldly. "Blow Nerki ! Dash Nerki I l 1ve 
inYited the chaps and tho girls to this party. 

said and that's that! We're going to spend 
Christn1as at Forest flousc, whatever tho· 

so blighter says. If it co1nes to a pinch, I'll lock 
nt Aunt Eustacia up in her own dashed roorn 
in at1d pinch the house! l\Iy blood, I might telt 

Church and l\icClure were not 
·. · sure abont it.· Their reception 

this lon~ly o\d h9use had · riot en gendered 
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\·c,: 1, j~ ~1 ~,,olui.ely up! Boiling, seething! 
i.'111· out; £01· action!" 

And he sent the teleg1·an1s off, eycry one 
of thcn1. . 

'fhe truth of the n1atter was, Archie wa:; 
rather fond of his aunt, and to see her prac-
1 ically in tho power of this man, whether he 
was a gennino psychic or not, brought out. all 
hi!' detern1ination. Alone, he could do 
110thing. But a noisy Ch1·istmas party. of 
young· people in Forest - House wo1.1~d, with­
out question, 1nake a -trc1nendous difference. 

Aud when Archie G lenthorne was set on n 
thing, that t-hing generally happened. 

I :\' the tno1·nin~ Archie and his guests 
awoke to fi11<l the countryside white. 
Auel snow was still falling. But the day- · 
light made the. boys feel confident. nnd 

J,opcful. · E,·en Arolue began to wonder 1£ he 
J1nd really gone through that strange ex· 
1,erience last night. Perhaps he had imagined 
1na11y of the thing~. Ile found it difficult to 
l 1e Hn-e-now. · 

After a hc,nrty hreakf nst, IIandforth nn-
1~ounccd his intention of getting the l:Iorris 
~\liuor out, and going for a jaunt. 

· ~: Funnv wcnthc1· for rnotoring, Handy," 
fn id Church, stari11g. "The roads will be a 
Lit h·ickt, '{'Ott know." 

"Bot.her the roads!" 
"\Voulrln't. it Le better to go fot· a tran1p ?!' 
"Too far." 
,; Eh? \Vhafs too far?" 
"\Vell, yon n1ight as well know," growled 

]l~ndforth. "I thought I'd have n look at 
N~rki's place by daylight.." 

··I t.'s not a bad idea,,, said ~fcClure. "Any 
spc·c·ial reason, though?" 

"Nothing n1t1c-h-only it might be useful, 
in case we ha,·c, to go there· after dark­
\d1t>n there's uo n1oon," replied llandforth 
"arl'lessly. "\Ve can sort of get our bear-
1. r er . ' ' I~:,, 

Archie was quite agreeable-ma~nly because 
he --knew that t.hey woul~ be compelled to 
Jmss Forest Honse on the way. And he had 
ttn idea that Handforth and his chums had 
f or1necl a bad opinion of Lady Bowers' resi­
dence. In faet., he was rjght. Handforth & 
Co. thought that F\.>1·cst House was a grim, 
forbidding house where any kind of a Vhrist­
llHts part.y would be foredoomed to failure. 

I-Iandforth & Co! were pleasantly surprised. 
The sun can1c out during that short motor 

1;cle, and when they came within view or 
:Forest llousP., t.he sunshine- ,vas gleaming 
<lown- ·11pon the old creeper-covered mansion. 
Auel it not only looked picturesque. but 
horneh·, inviting. Even with a · coating of 
~now 

0

it couhl bo seen that tho surrounding 
p:11·klancls were beautifully kept, and the 
gardens ~,·ere orderly and extcnsiv~. . 

"Hold on a bit, Handy," .said Archie. 
" See thos_e steep slopes over there-to the 
left of the house? You could search the 
whole oI England, nnd you wc;>ul<.ln't find 
n better _fpot for tobogganing. I -menn to 
say, if ·this· snow keeps on, we .shall have 
son1c topping sport during oui' stay." 

"It sounds good/' rc-pliccl 1Ianc1forlh 
eagerlv. "Any ice? n 

"Odds qucsfions and inquiries!" c•xt·lain1N.l 
Archie. "There':,;. a whacking gl'c.·a t. lak(• 
beyond that big chnnp of trees. Acres :.tncl 
acres of it; ancl 1 after a good frost, there'll 
be tjhe 1nost priceless skating inrnginable. 
Do you think I would have invited the crowd 
to spend Ch ri.stinas here if there wereu't any 

t ?" amnse1nen s . 
They drove 011, and llandfort.h & l 'o. wei'e 

feeling a great deal better aln•ncly. 
Only a mile or two down the road~ they 

can1e within sight of the m)·stety 1nn11':-; 

hoine. 130 far as Archie knew, it had uo 
uame; aud, viewed in the full light of day, it 
had lo~t all its eeriness, and no\v looked 
commonpln-cc. 

It was just a squat stone house, ugly in 
design, -built upon the. su1nmit of n ri~ing 
knoll. Round about. were untidy clumps of 
rag~ed trees and bushes. There appeared to 
be one or two wooden out.houses in the rc-ar; 
but there were no gardens, no surrounding 
hedges, or walls, or fences. The house, ap­
pare-ntly, had been built on the open down8. 

"Better· not get out of the car," ~aid 
Archie. '' I 1nea11, Nerkj might uo wntcl!· 
ing·." 

·'\Vhut if he ir,; ?'' asked lfn.uclfoi-t-h. 
"'\Vc'v-0 a right to walk about, haven't we?" 

"Oh, rather! But l'\·e got to see the 
blighter to-1no1Tow," explained Archie. '· \V c 
don't want him to t.l1ink wu're spying on 
hin1, or anvthing like that. \Ye don't want. 
to get his ba('k up." 

"Pcrhap6 you:rc 1·ight, '' agrend lfandforth. 
"In any case, there's nott1i11g to see. 1\Iiser­
able-looking dun1p, if you ask n1e." 

But while ·he was speaking he was memorL:. 
ing the lie of t,hc Janel; he tried to register a 
n1ental picture of the stone how~e and its 
surroundings. 'l'he truth w.as, nn idea hacl 
nlready ent<:rcd llandforth's rnincL and he 
was determined to do son1e quiet investiga­
bions on his own. " . 

I N the afternoon the party arriYed. 
All the boys and girls can1c on th~ 

same train, and Archie, bean1ing and 
happy, met then1. Ho had made a1·range­

mcnts at the 11otel--arrangemcnts which had 
caused the n1anager to open his eyes rathe1· 
wide. Incidcnta1ly, Archie's pockot-book had 
been opened rather wide, too. Not 
that he cared about that. Ho ulways 
had plenty of money. If it J,ad not 
been a slack week, the hotel could 
not ha ,·e accomn1odn ted so many 
guests. 

Thero were all the chce~·y mem­
bers of the "old gang ~'-such cele­
brated stalwarts as Nippct· himself, 
glad enough to be with the old crowd 
for a change; Sir ~lontic Tregcllis­
\Vest, Tomn1y Wntson, Reggie Pitt, 
V i v i a 11 

Travers, 
Falty 'L'iHle--
and c v c n 
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,\,.i11y Handforth, Chubby Heath, and .Juicy 
Lemon, of the -St. Frank's Thil'd Form. 

Then there were the girls-Irene Manners, 
11pon whom Handfol'th was rather sweet; 
Marjol'ie Temple, Archie's own particular 
fancy; and other happy, healthy young ladies 
numbering a dozen, including Doris Berke­
ley, Mary Sununers, ,vinnic Pitt, Ena lland­
forth and \ 1 era \Vilkes. 

Archie had done the thing thoroughly. Ile 
meant the pa1-ty to be a lively success. \Vith 
-over two dozen ]ads and lassies ro1nping 
about Forest House, the old place was certain 
to rinq" with laughter and happiness. Aunt 
Ett'stac1a would find it impossible to co1nbat 
that healthy, joyous influence. 

Aftc1· the greetings were over, nn<.1 the 
whole party l1ad arrived at the hotel, it was 
found that a splendid meal was prepared. 
Archie's party had the bi•g dining-roo1u. quite 
to itself. 

"Well, this is a ripping idea of yours, 
Archie, old son," ~mid Nipper, smiling. "But 
none of us can quite understand why we 
bave con1e to thia hotel-instead of fore­
gathering at your aunt's place. \Vhat's the 
lllattcr? Isn't she ready to· recei,·e us yet?" 

"\Vcll., as a 1natter of fact, no," said 
Archie. "But kindly pile into the fodder 
and stoke up the inner fires. !'11 do a spot 
of explaining later, after the waiter lads have 
done their celebrated vanishing act." 

"It sonndi quite 1nysterious, Archie," 
Jaughed Irene llauuers, her blue eyes 
twinkling. . 

None of thcn1 had the slightest inkling of 
the real truth-but that cnn1c later. Perhaps 
Archie <lid not wish to spoil their appetites. 
At all events, he trotted out the story after 
all the waiters ha<l retired, and when tho 
pnrty was quite to itself. 

Tho schoolboys and schoolgirls listened 
curiously at first; then expressious of dismay 
came upon tlwir faces. 

"Let's get this straight, Archie," said 
Nippc1·, ,vith a touch of gri1nness in his 
tone. '' As I understand it, we arc to ren1ain 
here, in this hote1, until to-n1orrow evening?" 

·•Absolutely!'' 
"At seven o'clock you will go along to the 

house of this 1nysterious Ncrki, .and inect 
your aunt there?" 

"That's the idea." 
"And if Ncrki, who secins to have a great 

influence o,·er your aunt says that the party 
can take place, we shall pack up our tents and 
trek to Forest House?" · 

"Right on the knocker, old boy!" 
"But isn't there a ghastly snag?" asked 

Nipper. "After what you'yc told us, it 
see1ns pretty certain that Nerki will forbid 
the party. 'Iha t n1cans that we shall be 
stranded." 

'' Well, you see-" 
"Horribly stranded!" put in Tra,·ers. 

":\lost of us refused other invitations to 
come here, and we cancelled all our othc1· 
arrangements. ,vc shall look awful fools if 
\\"C haYc to go back home-" 

"\Ye can't <lo that!" 
"It would be too di·eadfull" 
".Arclue, you've tl'ickcd us, you bouu<lcr r' 
"You've broui.;llt us down here under fake 

pretences ! ,, 
There was quite a conunotion, but .Archie 

G lcuthorne, in!Stea<l of being disn1aycd, waited 
for the tuinult to die down; and tho exprc~­
sion on his face ·was placid and ..cahn and 
quietly detcrn1incd. 

"Finished?" he asked at last. "Good! 
Then listen to 1110 ! I don't care what Nerki 
.says, this })arty is goi11g to take place! Good 
gad! Do you think I'm going. to let that 
blighting chap exercise such a 'power over 
Aunt Eustacia? 1'111 doing this for her own 
good, don't forget-and l'n1 -l'c)ying upon 
you chappies and girls to help me.,, 

"But ... i.\.rchie, doesn't it place us in an 
~wkward position?" asked l\ilarjol'io gently. 
"I mean, you arc taking so much for grantec.1. 
llow can wo force ourselves into your aunfs 
house?" - · 

.. I'll do all the forcing, old girl," replk·d 
Archie. "Here's the position in a nutshel?. 
If Nei-ld says O.K., we go along, and every .. 
thing will be all right. If Nerki ~ay.-s 
N.G., we'll still go along, and everything will 
still be all right. \Ve'H invade Forest House, 
I'll get n1y aunt alone, aud hefore you know 
where you arc shc,11 be amongst you gh·iug 
you a hearty welco1ne. Leave it t.o n1e." 

The young guc5ts were somewhat re­
assured. Not n1any of them could under­
stand the situation ut all; they ca1nc to the 
conclusion that Lady Bowers was a hit 
"touched.,, .And this was not a happy 
augury for Christina8. 

Nipper was the only one who realised the 
real difficulties. Ile was 1nore than a school­
boy; he had 111<:'t with 1nany startling arlven• 
tu1·es whilst assisting Nelson Lee, the c:elc· 
brated detective. 

"I'm afraid Archio fails to appreciate the 
1·cal difficulti~~," sai<l Nipper later, as he 
talked to Handforth and 'frnvers nnd Pitt 
and one or two of the other fellows in pri­
vate. "I don't know anything about Pro• 
fessor Ivan Nerki-although I've heard· whi~­
pers, in London, that he is Society's lat.est 
fad. Ho is reputed to be genuine.,, 

"l\Iost h·ickste1·s of his typo arc suppos(\d 
to be genuine, until they arc tripped up,·,. 
said Travel's wisely. · 

"T11at's just it," agreed Nipper. 0 
.. .\nd 

people of his sort exercise an amazing, un­
holicvablo influence over their dupes. Lady 
Bowers is no exception. Plenty of wealt.hy' 
people allow their lives to be absolntelv 
ruled by these spiritualists and meditnus and 
so-called occult experts. 'fhey won't tako 
any action until they have consulted their 
' guide.' There's every evidence that Ladv 
Bowers i.s co1npletcly under the spell 0f 
Ncrki.,, 

" ... .\nd you think that Nerki will advise her 
to blot out the party?" asked Handforth. 

"I do," said Nipper. "A lively Chrishnas 
party ,von't suit hiin at all-for people of hi~ 
kind rely upon loneliness, a mysterious atn10 .. 
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sphere, and all that sort of thing. '\\'."hethcr 
he's a frnu<l, au<l after Lady Bowers' n1oncy, 
or whether he's genuine, it makes no dif­
ference. He'll look upon this pa1·ty with dis­
fa,·our. It's all very well for Archie to talk 
of irnrading Forest House, and ' getting 
round ' his aunt. He doesn't realise that 
Nt,rki is an obsession with her." 

"And are we going to have our Christmas 
;party spoiled by this man?" demanded Hnnd­
forf.h truculently. 0 Archie is relying upon 
us to help hirn, and we ought to do some­
thing! .. 

",\r c cari't very well butt in," said Nipper. 
,: Better lea vo it until to-morrow-until Lady 
Dowers has had her interview with the mys-
tcrv man.J> · . . . 
·. But .Hundforth was of a different opinion. 
. And, later, . when· he and . Church and 
}lGCh1re. ,,•erjt_to bed-. they sluu:cd.ono room­
llauclforth rcyealed -tho reasen for his day.: 
light . vi~it to N·erkPs iJlace~ ' . . 
.. ·• Don't .get undressed,. you cha.ps," he sa1cl 
hl'iskly. "\\1e·rc going out.'' 

"At this tin1e of night?" asked Church, 
staring~ . 

"Yes! \Vc're going to call upon. Professor 
Kerki ! ~, said Handfortlt grin1ly. . u I'm not 
:--atisfied with Archie's yarn, uucl I want to 
ha \"C a look round. I'm suspicious. l'n1 

going. to do sonic quiet investigating, and 
;you chaps aro going· to help· inc!" 

CHAPTER 6. 
The Man Without a Shadow! 

CHURCH and :\lcClure were not enti1·c1y 
·unpre.parcd. They knew Handforth of 
old; and they had suspected so1ne­
thing C'al'lic~· in the day, ·when Hand­

forth had 1notorcd into the ]forest to look 
at the mystic's dwelling. 

"I don't think we ought," said Church, 
~ha king his head. "If N erld spots us-and 
that's more than likely-he'll think that 
"·e're spying on him. And that'll put the 
tin hat on things_ co1npletely." 

"Rats! There's no reason why we should 
lC't ourselves be seen," said Handforth. 

"But this fel1ow, Nerki, isn't ordinary," 
J)n t in l\lcChu•p. "He's a dabbler in black 
rnagic, and--!' 

'' A dabbler 111 coining, more likely!" broke 
in Handforth gri1nly. "Yes, you can stare. 
I believe this black n1agic stuff is only n 
blind. He's a crook of some kind. Dy 
George! If we could only unmask him to­
night, think what a triun1ph it · would be! 
Archic'8 .aunt would cnunple right up, and 
~he'd have to adn1it that she'd been fooled. 't\, 

•• But, 1ny cleat· chap, there's no evidence 
that Nerki is anything- bnt. n sort of 
spiritualist," said Churdi. "You can't o-o 
Latting into a nian's house " 

0 

"There's no evidence, becaue·e nobody has 
f:Yc-r looked for it!" interrupted Handforth 
ta1-tly. "1'hat's just the trouble! The Forest 
people look upon N erki as a wizard, nnd 

they accept him at his face value. It's the 
8ame with the people who visit him-people 
like Aunt Eustacia. \\r e've only got to bowl 
him ont in one bit of trickery, and he'll be 
unmasked." · 

"\Vell, we ought to leave it until to-
1norrow ," said Chui:ch stubbornly. "\Vait 
until Lady Bowers has had her interview--" 

"And then it'll be too late!" said Hnnd­
forth. "1'111 going to-night-and if you 
fellows are funky, you can stay here, and go 
to bed! I don't belie,·e in .spooks and spirits, 
anyway." . 

After t~at, of course, the~e was nothing- else 
for it but for Church and McClure to accon1-
pany their impetuous leader. They , could 
not let him . go on such an adventure by hin1-
self. They did not say so, of course, but 
t-hey would have to look after him." 
· It ·was not really la.te--not . yet -eleven.­

and when th~ th.rec schoolbo):s slipped o_ut· 
they found· the hotel · garage st11l ·open. And 
they learned that there would be a 1nnn 
about uiltil after midnight, as some later 
visitors· were expected. . · 
. It was. a fin9 1noonlight night,. with frozen 
snow on the· ground, and a crispnl'6s in the 
air which was ·invigorating. Handforth said 
something abon t going for a short run in th~ 
n1oortlight, and' there was nothing unusual in 
the plan. 

"Easy!" said Handforth, whet} they were 
well out of the town. "\Ve can be there 
within ten· min.utcs, park. the cat~ half a 1nile 
away, and then do tho rest on foot. And 
noue of the others kn~w anything about it." 

"It's certainly ripping out here, 1h the 
moonlight," adn1itted Church. 

They found a handy place where the Ii ttle 
l\forris 1\linor could be run off the road and 
parked behind n chunp of trees. Having left 
the car snug, the three young in•lestigntor~ 
set off on foot-and t.hey did not use a road 
It "'ns llandforth's idea to cross diagonally 
over the wild countryside, thus coming upon 
Nerki's house from the side. 

Even· Handforth, who generally took very 
little notice of scenery, was compelled to 
stand a_nd stare across t-he widespread, n10011-
lit countryside. · 

Not a breath of wind was stirring, nnd the 
air · was so clear that it was possible to see 
for a considerable distance in all directions. 
The moonlight was dazzling in its brilliance. 
and the carpet of snow lay. for the most 
part, unbroken in every direct.ion. 

"'Vonderful, i.cm't it?'~ said l\:lcClurc. 
"By George, yes!" replied Handforth. 

"\Vhat rot to suppose that there can be 
anyt.hing gho8tly or uncanny about n place 
like this! It's a scene of peace-and natural 
glory! ,, 

"Yes, and there's more snow coining," 
saic.1 Church, indicating the sky. 

Clouds were nppcaring; 1nassed banks of 
thcn1, inky black. 1'hey ,vcre drifting slowly 
across the star-spangled hea,·ens, and Hand­
forth nodded. 

"Before long those clouds wi1l reac-h thE 
moon-and thC'y'1·e eo black that the 1noon-
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light will be coinp]etcly blotted out.," he said. 
"Come on! We'd better <lo our scouting 
while there's still plenty of light." 

"And we nn,st.n't do any talking," sai<l 
llac ,varningly. "In this still air, our Yoices 
will carr.v t.he dickens of a way." 

Their footsteps were silent as they a<lnn1ccd, 
for the carpet of snow deadened every sound. 

Now that it had co1ne to the time for 
nction, Ilandforth did not know quite what to 
Jo. 'l'ho first thing, however, was to get 
near the old stone house. There were no walls 
to cli1nb, and., in fact, no -barriers of any 
kind. 

Once they caught a glimpse of tl1e house 
f ro1n between two of the clumps of trees, and 
t.he old place was dark and silent. And now 
t.hat the boys were uearer, they Jost son1e 
of their for1ner sense of tranquility. A slight 
'"ind had sprung up, and it was blowing with 
a soft, eerie moaning. 

"Better not go too dose," 1nunnu1~ed 
Church, with a shi,·cr. "I don't like the look 
of it, Ilandy. It's-it's so 111ysterious." 

"Ruts! Just ~·our i1naginatiou," grow~cd 
]land forth. 

But their in1agination seen1ed to play t.he1n 
a queer trick soon afterwards; for they sud­
denly saw, low clown in a hedge bottom, son1e 
Jittle 1noving figures. 'l'here was no snow, 
for that side of the hedge, a nwre patch of 
bushes-had been protected. 

"Rabbits!" whi.;pcred I-Ian<lforth. 
"They can't be !' 1 said .Chnrch, with a queer 

f eeliug running down his spine. "Rabbits 
wouldn't stand t.l1cre like that-with us in 
Jull ,·icw. They'd scuttle away. Besides, they 
:;ec1n to be standing upright., on- thei1· hind 
legs, a:1d--" 

He broke off, for at that moment f.he figure 
had passed f ro1n the botto1n of the hedgerow 
to a patch of bright 1noonlight. And for a 
second or two tliey were clearly ,·isiblo to 
the startled boys. 

Handfo1th & Co. slood transfixed, in fact­
f or what t.hey saw bewildered t.hmn, ainaze<l 
thcn1, and left the1n hreathin~ rapidly. 

For those forins were like hny devils; they 
were human in shape, and their faces were 
gnome-like, but i-epulsi,·c. It was even pos­
sible to. see t.he greenish glow in thci1· eyes. 
Then, with a quick 
~cuttle, they had gono 
-vanishing through a 
gap in tho hedge. ..Ancl 
not a sound of any kind 
bad been n1adc. 

llandforth was the 
fjrst to speak. 

"Diel-did you <·haps 
see what I saw?" ho 
~,·hispered hoar~cly. 

'' Let's-let's g c t 
away fron1 here," n1ut­
tered Church. "They . 
were gnomcs-p1x1cs, or 
s01nething. '' 

"By Geo1·gc ! '.I'ltat,'R 
,v ·h a t I thought l" 
gasped Han<lforth. 

"I saw the1n, too," said. licClnrc, i!l :i 
6trange voice. ., 'l'hcy were alive-anyhow, 
I'll swear they weren't 1nechanical figure.~, ol." 
anything like that. l'\"e read that the Fore~t 
peoplo say tl1ero are (Tnon1es and pixies· to 
b,J found here at nigl1t. Such things are 
attracted by occult influences, too-and thnt 
would account fo1· t..he111 being near Nerki'~ 
place." 

Handforth 111anaged, to gl'ip himself. 
''Rotl" he said fiercely. "Gnon1~s :ind 

pixies! rrhey only appear in fairy tale~! 
,vhoevcr heard of such piffle?" 

But when ho nioved forward, and exa?nirn::i.I 
the hedgerow, ho was freshly start!cd. J:1 
one or two places there was a thin fihn of 
snow, an<l footprint~ could be seen-and t.hey 
were tiny footprints, almost exactly like tho~c 
of a hun1an being I 

"Look here, you chaf)6 !" said IIan<lfoni1 
huskily. • 

Church and llcC~u1·e had con1e up; but r1-t, 
then there was a hea\'ier gust of wind, ·and 
an eddy blew down beside the hedge, di~­
turbing t.hc powdery snow. \Vhen Handfori h 
looked again, those extraordinary footprints 
ha<l gone. H.~ wondered if he had rea~ ly 
seen thcrn. He could not be certain. 

"Anything there ?a asked Church softly. 
· "Jiggered if I know-I thought I saw· 6on1c 

ininiaturc footprint.~," 1nuttei-ed Handforth. 
"But thev'ro gone now! The moonlight i:;u't 
so strong ... " 1-fe looked up, and saw that a 
fihn of c:!ond had covered the face of t ht3 
1110011. ., Those black clouds will be c01ni11!; 

up soon. \Ve' d better get a 1nove on." • 
"Y cs-let's get back t.o the car,,, whi~pcreJ 

Ch11rch. 
"~ot likely," ~ai<l liandforth. "1'111 not 

!i-carcd ! I clou't ·belicYo we really saw ~11~-­

ihing-" 
"Look!~' hroke in ::\-IcClnre. "\Vhat's­

what' s wrung with that dead tree?" 
lie '"·as pointing, and the others, turning~ 

saw t.hat he was indicating. the stun1p of a 
dead tree which .~tood nenr the path which led 
up to the front of t.hc house. It was so1ne 
little distance away, ancl there were no other 
treed or husheg near it . 

.. And it had seerne<l to l\IcClure that tho 
two gnar1e<l hranehes, which stu~k out gro­

tesquely from the short 
trunk, hnd moved. Tho 
top of the stun1p, too, 
was of irregular shape. 
and there was a kind of 
great knot there, wl1ie!t 
~oinehow rcsen1ulcd a 
hun1an head. The cff cct 
was grotesque • • 

• 
,) 

fJ -

"It's nothing-,'' ~aid 
Ilandforth. "Only a 
<lead shnnp. · Don't get 
nervy, Mac. Y o u 
1nustn 't Jet you1· in1ag­
ination-" 

But he broke off, fo1· 
he was willing to swea l" 

that one of the branch,~-; 
w a a 111oving .~low]y 
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round and for-.vards, so that it pointed 
ftraight at the three intruders. And at the 
~ant(• tin10 tha~ knoL:ly top n1oved, and 
heC'ame more like a human head. ·:Eyes came 
iuto being, and they glowed wit.h a horrid, 
greenish light. · 

"Go!'' came a deep voice, so soft, so va~ue 
that it see1ned to be almost. a part of the wind 
itH•lf. 

'fhe boys stood transfixed. 
"Did-did you hear unything?" asked 

Church, nearly choking. 
"Get ye from this place of danger!" said 

the ,·oice. "'Tis folly to stay, for the evil 
spirits are_ abroad in the night." 

"Run!" gasped Church. 
l-Ie and 1\-IcClure turned to bolt; but Hand­

forth grabbed the1n. He was shak)'· himself, 
but he was grimly suspicious of a trick. 

"Fatheads!" he h:5sed. "It's nothing! Do 
You think I'n1 fooled?" 
., And with reckless· courage he dashed at 
thC' tree. Even as he did so a terrible feeling 
can1c over hi1n that he was walking right 
into an unknown danger. ,_ 

As he reached the tree he pulled out a 
Jlowerful elect.ric torch and· flashed it full 
HJJon the thing. And at the first glance a 
wave of intense relief swept over him. 

l◄'or the bright light revealed a dead old 
tn·e-shnnp, with gnarled, broken branches, 
aud with a knobbly top. There· were two 
holes there, which might, by a long stretch 
of irnagination, have been likened to human 
(\\·es. But they n·ere just hollows .. and when 
1-f andforth felt the branches, they were rigid. 

"Come here, you chaps!" he said gruttty. 
11 This ought to show you! By George! 1 
never rcalisPd what the imagination could 
do to a chap!" 

He was shaken. In the dim II100nlight it 
had seerncd that on<' of tho.se arms had 
mo\·ed-tha t the very " head " had moYcd, 
and that eyes had appeared in those hollows. 
Y ct there was nothing. The tree was common­
place, and, St;en hy daylight, would not have 
attracted a second glance. 

"l\1y only sainted aunt!" said Church, who 
was very pale. 

"You· see?" said I-land forth triumphantly. 
"It's no good, Handy-you're fooling your­

Eclf now,'' said McClure. whose Scottish head 
\\·as level cn,Jugh "You know ns well as 
I do that the dead branch did -move. It 
pointed at u~. And eyes cnmc fo · life~ too.'' 

.. But that's rot.,~ protC'sted Handforth. 
"Look! Can~t you sec that it's just a dead 
tree-trunk?'' 

"Better put that light out," said Church. 
"\V c're in full view of the house." 

Han<lforth had not rea1ised this; but when 
he turned. switching off the light as he d-id 
so, he saw that he and his chums -were 
s~nnding on the untidy path which Jed to the 
Oid stone house. A black cloud was just 
nbout to pass over the face of the moon. 
But before it did so the boys saw some­
thing which gave the~1 a fresh shock. 

A figure came out of the house-not from 
the front door. but from the solid wall of 

tho house, where there was no door or win• 
<low. It sel'lned to pnss straight through the 
stonework, nnd it approached thc1n with a 
lithe, noiseless tread. 

It was the figure of an old man with a 
white beard, and dressed in strange robes. 
The boys knew on the instant that this new­
comer was Professor Ivan Ncrki himself. 
He t~ll!ed exactly ~vith Archie Glcnthorne's 
descr1ption. , -

Then the black cloud passed OYC'l' the face 
of the moon, and alrnost total darkness fell:. 
But the figure could still be dimly seen, nnd 
it was advancing straight towards the boys. 

"\Vait !" came Nerki's cold Yoicc. "Do 
not run until I have spoken with you.'' 

.. Who's running?" retorted Handforth 
boldly. 

But he did not feel bold. His chun1s 
would ha vc run if Hand forth had not been 
holding them-and they would not have been 
ashamed. For there was somcth111g horribly 
ghostly about the figure. . 

"And why ai'e you here?'' demanded 
Nerki sternly. ~ 

lit had co1ne to within about twelve feet, 
aud then he halted, and .now stood, a silent, 
111.vsterious figure in· the intense gloorn. 

"\Ve're only having a look round," said 
I-Iandforth. "I n1ean, we're not trespassing. 
'fhis is all public land, isn't it?·~ -

" It is the property of Professor Ncrki," 
said the figure, hi.s voice sounding strangely 
hollow and unreal. "It is forbidden ground, 
and foolish mortals, such as yo.1u•spJves, who 
trespass upon it arc in danger of disturbing 
the spirits of the night." 

"You're Professor Nerki, aren't you ?" 
asked Handforth bluntly. 

"Professor Nerki sleep." 1·eplied the figurC'. 
"I a1n not Nerki, but Nerki's Astral Self. 
I am not human, like yourselves, ·but I warn 
you to go, ere Nerki awakens. You are un• 
believers, and there is a danger that the 
deadly Elementals will 1·isc up from the earth 
and drag you do\,,1 into - their don1ain of 
terror." 

It was not the words so 1nuch as the tone 
of ,·oice which sent chills down the spines of 
the boys. It ·was .such an unhnn1an voice. 

And then, at that moment, the black C'loucl 
passed over the face of tho n1oon, and the 
"astral ". figure stood out boldly. 

"Look!" almost screamed Church . 
He was pointing-not at Nerki, but at the 

snow beside him. 
"Steady on !'J said llan<lfort h, with a 

gulp. .. \Vhat'a the_ matter with you, you 
'd' t ?" 1 10 . 

"The sha~ow !" stuUcrC'd Churc:h. "There 
-there's no shadow!" 

llandforth jumped. I-le nn<l his chums, of 
course, were· casting intense black shadows on 
the white snow. Btit the figure of Nerki cast 
nQ shadow at all! It was an extraordina1·y 
phenomenon-a thing which sc-ared the boys 
1nore than anything that had gono before. 
It was unnatural-it was weird iu the ex• 
tremc. 
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For such a_ "It's no µ-ood, JJanJy-you can't fool }Oi!r-
thing was i1n- ~elf like that,)> ~aid C.1Hn·~h bluntly. "Son1e­
possiblc. I f thing horrible happened last night at Ncrki'~ 
t h a t figure place. I'n1 beginning to believe that he's a 

was a real man, he would cast a real sorcere1·. Those things couldn't haYc 
shadow, like the boys. 1-Iandforth been worked by trickery. I go cold an over 
stared fascinatedly, and he could when I think of that figure standing tJ1c1·c­
even heur his heart thudding within and casting no shadow!" 
his breast. Then his eyes were not "I'll admit 1t W,t!, 1·un1111y," growled I-Iand­
dcceiving l11m. 'lltere was no shadow forth, a-; J1e ~tarted dre~ing. ·' But aJI sort.;; 
cast by that gri1n figure. 

And this time Church and l\IcClure 
bolted. Handforth could not prevent 
them. l'hC'y ran liko 1nad, as though 
demons were at their heels. And 
Handforth hi1nself, after the first 

second, felt the san1c panic sweep over hin1. 
He ran, too. And he fancied that from tho 
1·car can1c a low, hideous cackling laugh.-

They had reached the road before Hand­
forth partially rcacoYered hi1nsclf. And it 
so happcHcd that a n1otor~ar wa·s con1ing 
along. 'l'ho headlights looked friendly and 
cheerful. 

···Hold on r' nn1ttt~rcd I-land forth. 
I-Io stood, with }1is chtuns, against a bush. 

,.._ --

~~-
\,;;:., 
, ,- I 

1 · I 
'·' 

' 

The car passed by, and, within it, so111e 
joyous young people were singing Chri~tnrns 
<'.arols. The car swept on, and now J-Jand­
forth felt hin1sclf again. 

"I'm g-oii1g back!" he said fiercely. By 
George! \Vhat fools we weru to 1·un ! \V c'vu 

., } ;-

\\' \I ~ 
been tricked!,: · 

'·No, no!" panted Church. "Don't go 
back, Handy I '!'hat awful place--!' 

But IIan<lforth was running. Ilis dogg(\d 
.:.;tubhornness overca1ne his fears. But when 
he reached that spot where the rnystcrious 
fi6'1.UC had stood, he 1·eccived a shock. 

"Great Scott!" he 1nuttered, aghast. 
For he could sec the tra1nplecl snow whr•1·e 

he and his chun1s that stood. Ueyond t hert~ 
was an unbroken expanse of snow-right ti) 
the honsc wall. 'fherc was not a footprint 
to be seen. Yet 1-Iandforth himself had seen 
Ncrki con1e through the wall of tho house, 
and advance over that snow. 

'fhc thing was incredible. That figure J1ad 
left no footprints! It had cast no shadow. 
Y ct it had spoken; "it had told the boys that 
it was not Nerki hi1nsclf, but Ncrki's astral 
counterpa1~t ! 

Edward Oswald 1-Iandforth walked hack to 
his chun1s-and it said 1nuch for his courage 
nnd his self-control that he did walk.· Fo1· 
he had a ,vild desire to 1·un. 

CHAPTER 7. 

N erk i's Decree. "IT didn't happen! It couldn't have ha.p-
. pened ! " mutt-0red Handforth. u 1 
must ha.ve dreamed it." 

It was the next morning, and Hand­
forth was sitting up in bed. Church and 
McClure were both dressing, and they looked 
far from cheerful. 

~ -- ..._ .__-

.. · 
> 

With a crescendo of noise which was terrifJi · 
the table before the horrified eJ 

of run1my things can be 
fakcry. I'n1 not satisfied 
genuine sorcerer. J{ats ! 
thing as a sorcerer!'' 

done by clever 
that Nerki is a. 
There's no Hteh 

"\VelJ, liac and I are going ho1ne, ·, ~aid 
Church. 

"Now, look here, we're .A.rchie's gui:1sts-, 
and he want~ ns to help hin1-" 

"That's a.ll ve1·y well,,, interrupted ll<:Chu-.?. 
'' Friendship's all l'ight, but I don't see why­
we should ruin our Christmas vacation just 
because Archie get.s a dotty idea into hig 
head. .Anyhow, we'd better not tell any of 
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th0- <·haps and girls about what happened last 
night." 

'' By Grorgc, no!" sai<l IIandforth, 
start. u They wouldn't believe us. 
lnugh-an<l say that we had been 
things." 

with a 
They'd 
seeing 

\Vhcn they went down they found all the 
other me1nbcrs of the party in a 1ncrry mood. 
The Christn1as spirit was upon them. And 
Archie had succeeded in convincing thcin, it 
see111cd that everything would be all right. 
Perhap; Nipper had had something to do with 
it, too for Nipper had taken Archie's side, 
and h~d supported hi1n loyally. 

\Vhen Churcl1 and ).lcClure got the chance, 
however, they advised Archie to giYe up the 

-~ 

-~ ;t ' ~- ~ 
..___ 

orks, spoons and silver pots floated swiftly off 
tmas party and disappeared I 

entire project, and to let the boys and girls 
go ho1ne. They said nothing of what had 
happened overnight, but Archie could sec 
that they were· scarcely then1selves. 

" :\Iy dear old lads, forget it ! " said 
.:\rehie. "I 1ucan to say, Christmas is prac• 
tically here, and to-night we n1ove into 
l◄"orcst House. And everything will be 
ehcery and bright. -Tnu,t 111c." 

And he was so full of good spirits that 
Church and l\IcClure found it in1possible to 
Prc!s their case. 

Nippe1 had n word of good ad,, ice for 
Archie during the day. 

"The arrangen~nt, l think, is for you io 
he at Nerki's house at :;even o'clock? l) a~k,.•d 
Nipper. "You al'c to n1ect your aunt there~:, 

"That's it." 
''In other words, .Aunt Eustacia will 

probably be with Ncrki for son10 tinie before 
you arrive ? " 

"Good gad, yes ! " 
"That's had," said Nipper. "You n1ustn't 

let your aunt talk to Nerki in private-bcforo 
you arrive." 

" How can I p1·even t it ? " 
"By going to your aunt's honse ab about 

six," replied Nipper shrewdly. "If yon get 
there early, she'll probably take you alons­
with her-so you lviJl oe present at the i11tc1·• 
view fro1n the very start. Anyhow, I thiuJt 
it's worth trying, Archie." 

•• Oh, rather! Absolutely I" sai<l 1\rch j .. ~. 
":llany thanks, old dear, for the tip. 1 t 
n1ight make all the difference, what'!" 

And at six o'clock he presented hin1~elf ~t 
Forest House, was escorted into his aunt's 
presence, and she regarded him with so1ne 
disfavour . 
. "Thought I'd take advantage of the goo,J 

old car. aunt, old dear, n explained Ardiio 
brightly. "I incan, there's no reason wliy we 
shouldn't tootle along togethc1•. That i-::, of 
course, if yon have no objection?" 

'' I should have preferred to see tho pro .. 
fcssor alone; but since you arc here, Archie, 
I will raise no objections," said Lady Bowe1·s. 
"I an1 afraid that you at·e treating thh; 
whole 1natter with a flippancy which--~' 

"Absolutely not, aunt," inte1·rupted .Arehio 
earnestly. "I know how keen you a l't! on 
this wizard, or whatever he is, and you cnu 
absolutely rely upon 1110 to behave n1yself. :, 

11 I am glad of that.," said Lady Rowers. 
"But you must be prepared, Archie, for a 
disappointment. I have 1·eason to helie\"e 
that Professor Nerki will advise n1e against 
the Christmas party. He has ah·eady toJ ti 
me that I must have no disturbances, no 
noise. And there are certain things, in con­
nection with Forest Housei which arc_ un­
known to you. But Nerk1 knows c\·ery­
thing. I believe he will advise n1c to spend 
Christmas qui to alone. But we shalJ see.:,: 

Archie looked at her in a troubled way. 
"You're not referring, by any chance; t,J 

the-er-haunting?" he asked hcsi­
ta.tingl:,. '"I n1ea11 to say, I've 
hea1·d, once or twice, from here and 
there, that-that-- \Vell, to put it 
bluntly, that the old fa111ily pile iR 
apt tq havl- 3 few ghosts knocking 
about during the festive season. a 

"I would prcfe1· not to discus::3 the 
n1atter, Archie," said Lady Bowers 
quietly. 

He gave it up. .A.nd now cvery­
+.hing depended upon Nerki's ver­
dict. N erki's 
decree ,vould 
decide tho 
fate of the 
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party. To .Arch1L" it seenicd fuutasuc-u1-
deed, idiotic. But he could do nothing but 
1·espcct hi~ uuut's wishes. 

They went by car. The evening was over­
cast, and snow wa.s fulling again-str•udiJy, 
silently, for there wa!3 very little wind. lt 
looked like the beginning of the heaviest fall 
yet. And Christn1as prom1sccl to be :1 

genuine, old-fashioned ouc. The more snow 
the better-· £01· Archie ah·eady had visions of 
glorious tobogganing and skating. 

There were no uncanny effects when they 
arrived at Nerki's house. A sn1nll light was 
glowing in t.he porch, and in answer to 
Lady Bowers' ring, th~ door was opened by 
a smallish n1an dressed 1n quiet, black clothes. 
He could not be seen distinctly owing to 
the, gloom-foi only a. tiny light burned in 
the lobby. · . 

"l\1y rnaster a waits, n1y ludy ! .. 1nurmured 
the eer1,·ant. 

'fhe ,·isitors were ushered across the softly 
c;il'petcd lobby, down a short corridor, and 
tlien into· the n1ysterious black room, where 
the walls were hung with heavy curtains, 
and whetie th<• domed 1·00£ was aglow with 
the signs of th(\ Zodiac. 

"If my lady will please be seated," mu1'• 
mured the servant. 

There were two chairs ready, nnd Lady 
Bowers and Archie sat down. ·- Archie would 
had said something, but his aunt placed n 
warning finger to her lips. Archie was some­
what reassured. This was decidedly better. 
They. had been admitted like decent human 
beings into a decent hon1e. 

And now · Archie had one of tho minor 
mysteries explained to him. For he -saw that 
the room was divided by heavy block cur­
t~ius, which h~rig right across. They parte~ 
s1lently even ns he· watched, · and, as thougn 
by magic, the glowing brazier appeai·cd, and 
a little table, and beyond the table a chair, 
in which sat Professor I \'an Nerki. 

To anyone who. was slightly -bewildered it 
seemed that· Professor Nerki and his glow­
ing brazier had appeared from nowhere. But 
the effect was produced merely by pulling 
the black curtains aside. The curtains them­
sel \·es could scarcely be seen, owing to the 
f net that they merged with the hangings atl 
round the room itself. 

"The usual fakcry ! " Archie told himself. 
't If these chappi('s were gcnuirw~ why the 
need for all the trick curtains?" 

"Nerki~ I a:n here, and I have brought 
my nephew \\"ith me,,, said Lady Bowers 
quietly. 

And there was something in her voice which 
wade Archie stnrt. He was pained. Aunt 
Eustacia was this strange man's slave. 

"\Vhnt 1s · it you would desi1·e me to_ 
ndvii-e ?'" nsked Nerki, his voice low and im· 
pres5ivc. "Your nephew is with you, I .see, 
Lady Bowers. \Ve have met before:" 

Archie fe-lt that he was being subJccted to 
a close, careful scrutiny. And somehow he 
felt uncomfortable. The \\~hole affair seemed 
so outrageous to him. And, of cou1·se, it 
,vns outrageous. But Lady . Bowers had 

allowed this obsession · to obtain such a grip 
that she saw nothing unus·ual in the cir­
cu nu; tances. 

She told N crki of Archie's wish-of the 
pla.n to have a big Christ1nas party ot young 
people at Forest House. And Nerki listened 
solc1nnly, nodchng his white head fro1n tiinc 
to time. Now and again he stirred the 
charcoal, and the brazier glowed eerily. 

"You will wait," he said at length. 
_Aud suddenly a crystal, glowing redly and 

wickedly, appeared from nowhc1·e. Yet thero 
was no mystery about it. A velvet cloth 
had been pulled aside. Nothing more. 

For some minutes Nerki gazed intently into 
the crystal,. beuding low over it and murnuu·•· 
ing strange, n1ysterious incantations. At 
last he looked up; but even now the ex­
pression on his face· could not be seen, for 
the brazier stood at his side, and only the 
faintest glow reached Ncrki's features. 

"It is wcl11 Lady Bowers," he said softly. 
"I see mucn happiness, much joy, in the 
c1·ystal." 

"You think it will bc--safe?" asked Lady 
Bowers." 

"·Not only safe, but your health will bene­
fit," replied Ncrki, in almost a cheerful voico 
-· which gave Archie quite a thrill of 
pleasure. ·· Let this party of youth take 
place! Let Fol'cst House ring with laughter, 
with happiness! Let· there be lights, colour, 
joy. Let this Chrishnas, Lady Bowers, be 
such a Christmas as the old house has never 
before seen ! " 

"But this is too wonderful!" exclain1ed 
Aunt Eustacia, gripping one of Archie's 
hands, and bending forward. "You astound 
me, Nerki ! I had formed the impression 
that you were opposed to all things worldly.'' 

"I have seen youi· nephew, and through 
him I can see his friends,'' replied Nerki · im­
pressively. "They arc good friends. They 
arc certain to bring good influences into your 
home, Lady Bowers. Let them_ come, that· 
is my advice." . 

"I shall take your ad-_·ice, Nerki, '' said 
Lady Bowers quietly. "I always take ~~our 
ad~-ice." 

.. Do not he hindered from giving your 
guests all the jollity of which your kindly 
nature is capable," said Ncrki. "Let them 
revel in the snow sports of the park; Jct 
then1 have dancing, 1nusic. There shall be 
games in Forest House this Christ1nas, and 
noise .and bustle. And you, Lady Bowc1·s, 
will be a different woman. You n1ust allow 
no worries to disturb the tranquility- of your 
mind. These are my views." 

"And-the haunting?·• asked Lady Bowers, 
after a moment's hesitation. 

"I do not know all; I am, I fear, a poor, 
ignorant thing,,, replied Nerki. "Hut with 
F,orest Honse glowing with lights, with 
laughter ringii:g through its rooms and halls, 
I do not think yolt need fear the haunting. 
So return home," dear lady, and )et these 
young people surround you, and Jet them give 
you some of their own youth, their own hap• 
piness." 
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"You havo pleased 1ne, Nerki," said Lady "And Lady Bower.'3?" he asked, in a ,_-oico 
Bowers. "And I am certain that n1y nephew lull of supprC6sed exciteinent. 
is pleased, too.,, "She looked as happy as a schoolgirl," re• 

"What-ho I Oh, rather!" said .Archie. "l plied tho servant. 
n1ean to say, I hardly expected- That .. Good egg!,. said Nerki, with a chuckle.• 
is, I n1can-" . 0 I thought I had given her the right kind 

"One last word,'' snid Nerld. "I urge of dope. Reggie, old son, you did your part 
you, Lady Bowers, to forget nil things occult famously." 
until after Christ1nas. Let your n1ind be "You were too n1arvel1ous for words l" said 
tranquil~and all will bo well." the black-clothed servant. 

He sank back into lus chair, ancl as ho Nc1·ki reinoved hig co_uical hat, and then 
<lid ~o the crystal vanished, nnd the invisible followed a wig, and the whito beard. And 
curtains were drawn ac1·oss, so that Nerki in the glow of the brazier boyish fcatul'es 
himself disappeared,- too. were revealed-the features, to be exact, of 

"l\-Iy lady, you will please co1nc," said a Nipper I 
voice. "Y cs,,, said N 1ppcr, grinning. "I rather 

... t\.. servant was bowing nt the door, and fancy we worked it well." 
Lady Bowers, in s01ne surp1~e, rose to her "And even Archie didn't guess an~thing,,, 
fc~,t. . ., . chuckled Reggie Pitt. .. Just shows you tho 

Come, • .\rchie; she said gently. value of these black curtains and otl1c1· 
. They went 0~1t, and when they were back effects. I cYen felt a bit Cl'cepy n1ysclf when 
1n the _car ..,.\rch1c cou]d Sf:C., at the first glance, I peep·ed in here and saw you squuttiug in 
tl~at his aun~ was very different. She seen1ccl that chair, with that giddy brazier by your 
.~hghtly bewildered. - side. No wonde,· these fakers use such· parr .. -

., I a1n glad-very glad,:' she said 1nore than phernalia." 
once. "Ncrki has surprised n1_c-and pleased The impersonations had been easy enough. 
1ne. I ,~ave ncve1· known l11n1 .t~ be so Reggie Pitt, in fact, had scarcely worn any 
cheerful. . disguise at all His blacl< robe and a few 

"One look at Archie's dial, and .evC'!'ything touches of greasepaint on his fdce to repre­
"'as alJ serene, what?" beamed Archie. :• I sent the lines of age had been sufficient. 
n1ean _to s~y, tha~'s _what the _old ~oy _saJ~; And Nipper posing as Nerki, had had tho 
Dash it. I m beginning to behcve in lum ! benefit of the· b~ard and the wig and tho 

"You must believe in hiin," said Lady robes. He had kept well back, and he had 
Bowers quietly. "Ncrki is a wonderful man. made certain that the brazi~r wns no·t glow­
He secs things which arc denied to you and ing brightly, and it was son1e distance fron1 
I " She suddenly smiled. "Yon n1ust take hin1. 'fhe rest had been easy-for, before 
the car, Arcluc, and go to Fordingbri<fge. undertaking this task, he had heard Ncrki's 
I think son10 of your friends are there?" voice. And Nippe1· was ·exceHcnt at in1itating 

"They're all there, aunt,,, said Archie, people's voices.. . . 
son1cwhnt sheepishly ln a stronl( hght, of cours<', the trick could 

"But, Archie. ho,~ is that?". uot have been done; but Nipper had known 
"Well, you see, I thought everything would al_l alo~g that he would have the advantage 

be all right, so I got them all together, so Qf "semi-darkness. . , . 
to speak near at hand " explained Archie. \VelJ, comt! on, Reggio, wo d bcUl'..'r bo 
"\Ve sh~ll all be along by about nine, I gc_tting b,~ck to tho othei·s, '.' . said _NipJ?e1· 
expect. Any chance of ~ 1·ipping supper. or briskly. I expect olJ Nerk1 1s getting fed 
anything like that.?" ' up, toe,." 

"\Vhy, to oe sure!" said Lady Bowers. They passed nut of the o]d house by a 
" • .\fter what Nerki has said I must make rear. door. And as soon a.4i. they had c1nel'gcd 
great pr(\parations. I . will have extra ser- into the snow, a figure came running up. 
vants-yes, and to-n1orrow I will have elec- "They~ve gone I" came Handforth's _voic('. 
tricians in_ the house. and lights shall. be "~c. heard the_ c~f' Evcr~thing n}.I right?" 
fitted everywhere. Decorations, too. Upon R1gnt _as rain I said N1pp~r. Tel1 you 
1ny word Arc11ic I am beginning to look all about 1t later. The first thing to do1 now, 
forward to this j~ll1 Christmas I" is to release NPrki." 

".That's tho spirit!" chortled Archie. "By GC'orge ! \Vhat a wheeze," said IIan,1-
" Didn't I say · everything would be all forth b1·eathlcssly. "What a stunt I Of 
serene?" course, I shou]d have thought of it, but-~' 

"Yes, natu1·all:, " mu1mured Nipper. .. But 

CHAPTER 8. 
Throwing Down the Gauntlet. 

A S soon ns Lady Bowers' cal' had gone, 
Nerki's servant si1ently closed the 

· fro~t door and glided back to the mys­
terious roon1 with the don1ed ceilin!!. 

.. rr1 ' ,,, L h" d .... ltY vc gone. r e w 1spere . · 
""',. 'fh~ curtains . had been drawn back., and 
.-,crk1 was on his feet no,v. 

don't let's argue now, Handy, old son." 
The idea, of course, had been Nipper's. 

Ile had shrewcl]y seen Archie's precious 
Christmas party would come an awful cropp<:1· 
un]ess something drastic was done. And 
Ncrki, undoubtedlv, was the vital factor. So 
the guests had plott.cd; quite unknown to 
Archie. Nipper had gathered n1ost of tho 
boys around him and had proposed the plan. 

.And it had been comparatively easy to 
call ttpon Professor I van Nc1·ki soon after 
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six o'clock, and to grab .him, bind him· np 
and lock hirn in one of the sheds which stood 
at· the l'car of the old house. In the course 
of that raid Nipper had }('arncd that Nerki 
had· a ser\·ant-but the servant ~·ns away in 
Sonthainpton, au<l would not be back until 
uine o' dock. 

Ncrki, in fact, had been very dignified, 
·very angry, nnd at first he had attempted to 
scare tho boys by thrcatenin~ to call up 
various evil -spirits.· During this early scene 
Nipper had bccomo familiar with ·Nerki's 
voice; he had also learned about tho sel'­
,.1'nt. After that, the boys had pottnced, and 
Nerki had found himself treated like anv 
other mortal ; and, -for all his -black magic 
and his sorcery, he had not been able to free 
himself fron1 S0.!HC ve1~y simply tied rop·es~ .. 

Nipper went to the shed. · the other bovs 
following hin1. On guard outside wei·e 
Church and 1\:1cClure-and Handforth's chun1s 
were now l~okiJH~ very diff e1;cnt. They had 
got over their pessirnism of the n1orning. 
Nipper had saved the situation. . 

'' Nothing's· happened," reported Chui·ch, 
with a grin. "The· great Nerki hasn't been 
swaHowcd up by the earth, ai1d he hasn't 
flown -away, ·or anything like that. He's still 
inside." 

The doo1· \\~a~ opened; two candles wero 
·burning in that little shed, and To1n1ny \Vat­
son and Trcgellis-\Vest · ancl Viviau Tra\~ers 
were sitting round the prisoner. -

Ncrlii wa~ sitting-very- uncomfortably-on 
two boxes. His hands were tied behind hi1n 
to n post in the wall. His legs, from the 

· knees downwards> were bound with ropes. 
And there was a vast diff ercnce in Pro• 

fessor I van Nerki. . 
\Vithout his. robes, his false beard, and his 

\\'·hite wig, he was revealed in the candle-
1ight as a lean-faced man of about fifty. It 
was clear that he . was _boiling with inward 
fury; y·et, som·ehow, he managed to main• 
tain his dignity, even in these difficult cir­
cu mstanccs. 

There was sp1ncthing strange about his 
eye.s. .Without any make-up he still looked 
uncanny. His eyes "'ere deeply sunken, nnd 
they burned strangely in th('ir hollows. · 

"\Vcll, . Mr .•• tlerki, if that's your. nam~, 
wc,1·e going · to set. you free now,:' said 
Nipper. "Hope you haven't bc0n too cold.,. 

Nerki said nothing,_ but he bent his glowing 
eyes upon Nipper-nnd .there was a 
Hght · in them which made even Nip­
per feel unco1nfortable. 

"You see, we wanted this party 
at Forest House to be a success," 
co11tinned Nipper gruffly. "But you 
needn't worry-I haven't breathed a 
\\'Ord to Lady Bowers about what I 
suspect. She still believes in you. 
I couldn't t.__~n her the truth without­
giving 1nysclf away. It was neccs• 
~ary to that i:.hc should believe that 

vou were talk-
~ 1ng to her. It 

\1'il~~~-:::. ·~ will be un-
"'-'__:::,- pleasant h·eur-

i-ng for you to learn that Ladv -P,owers \\·as 
con1pletcl~· deceived,, and gnc•ssecl nothing. 
S~ even a :vo~1ng chap like 1nyself can <lo 
tlu~ sort of t.hing-and get awav with it .• , 

"\toLL lut,·c- tan1pered with tliiug~ you do 
not understand," said N crki. 

"I'n1 telling you straight l\rlr. Nel'ki. ·· 
('Ontinucd NippC'r. "I'm snnpµing n1v fiugers 
at you-and so are all... the rest of i1s ~· 

"H . ear, hPar ! ., murmured the boys. 
"\Ve don't believe in your black ma,:de­

and you ha,~e only s~1ccecdcd in duping Lady 
Bowers because she JS a ,voman and an easv 
' b" t ' " · ' . ---su Jee , went on Nipper. "You see, we've 
~ot the upper hand. '\V'e defy you to tell 
~a<_ly ~w(•r~ _of ~vhat ~as hapI?<•_ned thi_s cY<.:u• 
J_ng. ·\: ou _ clal'en t .. B~cause~ if you dul. yon 
woul!l con<leinn yourself · \Vhat · woutd she 
say 1f she_ kne·w that· your. beard wus falBc­
t.hat y.9i1 wore. n ,,:ig-· that yOLt resorted to . 
a11 n1a~lnf1" of ' blacking _out , ·tricks. to pro•. 
d1~cc your effects r I-lei• eyes would lw a Lit 

,.,op~ned, wouldn't they J. \YPll, ,vc're not 
g-~ung to tel1 her the truth; because, if we· 
~h~I~ w~ s_hould ~ctray ourscl_Yes~ Bnt. dnl'ing­
rh1s Chnstn1as-time she will · r(\C'o,·t\r · het· 
normal balance,· and then she'll ·be out of your 
power for ever." 
· '.' What about your black magic now ? " 
nsked · Handforth, wilh _a sni_ff. "By George! 
And I was ready to believe all sort~ of things 
last night." · · 

." \Vhat do you mean-last uighi ?·~ nskcd 
Nipper. 

"N . . cl ' 1'11 I' 1 -ever uunr. J te I yqu ater," grow Jed 
Ha~dfort-h. ' Bnt I was hei·(•, and N erki 
worked som{I of his funny stunts-and I was 
uearly fooled. ~ut where's his sorcery now? 
If there was anything in it ho could hn \~e 
warned Lady . Bo,,·ers-e.vc11 though he was 
bound up and held a prisoner." 

By this ti1nc Nerki had been f1·eecf Iron1 t,1ic­
ropes, and the -boys were careful to st.and well 
back, half expecting an attack. For thev to1cl 
themsch·es that Nerki was a cheap trickster­
an ou~--nn~-out crook. And it was qui~<' likely 
that, J 11 111s rage, he would a ttl'inpt violence. 

But Professor Ivan Nerki did nothing of 
th(\ kind. . 

lie stood there 1notionless, ns though in a 
sort of trance-and Nipper was at onee 
s11spK·1ous. The 1nan's audacity was astound­
ing. H(.• was trying to fool then1, e,·en 
now . 
. "J ~l~r 01_1e l~st word_ of warniug, l\Ir. 

Nerk1, said Nipper grunlv. "If You te11 
Lad~· Dower~ anythin_g of what has h~tppenecl 
to-n1ght.-\\·c II tell her, too. She'll hear on 1· 

Edde of the story, as· well as J·our.~. \\"hat's 
1nore, we'll tell the P.Olicc." 

"I think we ought to tell the police any-
how,"' said Handforth. ' ., 

"N I ,,.. ' • l . o. ,,·eve given iun n warHino- and 
that ought to he enough," said Nip1,er.

0

' "He 
won't breathe a word. He daren't. \\"c're 
only n crowd of sc-hoolhoys. hut wc\·c un• 
n1asked him." 

"You think so?" asked Ncrld, his voice 
throbbing. 
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. Yet that voice contained no anger-onl1· a voice. "The 
kind of infinite pity fees I obtain~. ~~~l~li:1-... .-.::.. 

"I am sorry for you," he went on sl\lwly. are only suf-
" For you are tampering ,~ith things which ficient t o 
a re dangerous. You poor, deluded boys! keep me in simple food, in this 
You have done something, this evening, which· humble house of mine. I a1n not a 
\'fill recoil upon you with deadly effect. You fortune-seeker, or a .swindler. I bc­
ha,·e aroused the anger of the hideous Earth lieve 1n the occult, and I nn1 in touch 
Elementals.· These are the spirits of long with ·the occult. That you cannot 
dead people. They are not ghosts, as you disprove. Go 1 And 1nay you be 
know the1n. They are invisible, · but they are satisfied with your cowardly work. 
capable of great destn1ction. Sometimes their I can only pra1. that Lady Bowers 
au tics nrc purposeless; they will destroy. the will suffer no ill bccauso of your 
contents of a room. and the very room itself. treachery." . 

27 

'fhcy will strike down an 1nnocent child, and The~ went away silently. And 
i:; will be found dead, without apparent cause. when, at length, they were clear of 
But when the Earth Elementals are opposed Ncrki's property, and back on the sno,v• 
to a known ene1nJ. th.cy are relentless, and covered road, they looked nt one anothc1· 
their victims never escape." uncertainly. . 

"Let's be going," said Nipper bluntly. "Not so g.ood !" grow Jed Ha~dforth. "That 
'' \Vait ! · said Nerk1~ "You think, because fellow gives 1ne t.he creeps!" 

yon have held n1e. and tied me with ropes, "It see1ns to me. dea1 old fellows, that "·e 
that I am a fraud and a trickster. Yet I am ought to go to Lady Bowers, and spill tho 
but human. Ha,~e I ever clain1ed to be whole story, n said Traver.-1. u I feel beastly 
other than human? I can be bound with n1ean about the business.,, 
ropes like nny other man. But you have "So do I," said one of the others. 
proved nothing by this outra~e. All you have 4'We can't enjoy Chl'istinas at Forest IIouse 
done is to p]ay a scurrilous trick upon a harm- . now," ndded l\'lcL'fJure. 
Jess lady. You have vu-tually invited your- Nipper looked at then1 grin1ly. 
selves to her house-and thereby you nre "Well, you are a lot of 1nugs J" he said. 
11lacing her in danger." "Eh?" 

The boys were silent. "Are you falling ior Nerki'.s bluff?" con• 
"You are. quite right when you say that tinued Nipper. "The guv'nor and I, in the 

I shall not speak to Lady Bo,vers of this past, have had one or two cases connected 
uight's unfortunate work," said Nerki. "For with fake spiritualis111. I know these inen ! 
she would not believe me if I told her-and it In order to be any success at the gan1e, they 
is better that such a disgracer ul affair should have to be cleverer than any nctors on tho 
be hushed up. I bear you no malice, £or you stage. Nerki's a queer blighter-he has 
arc l·oung, you are n1isguided. I a1n not l'Un1my looking eyes, and they help hi1n in his 
even angry. But I pity you fron1 the botlon1 work. But he's only an actor-a faker. 1-Ie's 
of 1nv heart.,, clever, too. Ever. after we had succeede<l, he 

The1·e was certainly son1ething hypnotic in tried to mess everything up by talking as 1"10 
the professor's eyes, or in his personality. did." 
For those boys, who had felt so pleased with· "By George I Do you re~lly think so?" 
the1nselves not a few minutes ago, now felt asked Handforth eagerly. 
strangely guilty "I don't think anything about it-I know 

They wondered, indeed, if their trick had it!" replied NippPr. "Now, snap out of it, 
heen justified. They began to think that it my lads I We'vt.1. made everything all right 
was mean-and t.he impersonation, which they for Archie. and we're going to spend Chrir;t­
hacl planned tur Lady Bowers' benefit was mas at Forest House. \Vhat's n1ore, it's 
a disgraceful one. The man's very caldlness going to be a happy Christtnas. It'll do Lady 
affected the boys. · Bowers f.he worid of good. Archie's idea 

:' I am ~o tnckster-as you will find out," was the right one-only he Je£t too n1uch to 
said Nerk1. "ThP powers of sorcery are in chance. We've made certain of it by doing 
1ny hands. Yet I am helpless 1n some what we did this E-ven1ng." 
iuatters. I bear vou no malice. and I will The others felt very n1uch better after that 
do everything in n1y power to Pl"Otect you straight talk. They can1e to tho conclusion 
fron1 the evil spirits which abound in Forest· that Nipper \Vas right. 
House. Yet I cannot guarantee immunity." Professor Ivan Nerki had issued a cha11cng-e 

.. If you're not a trickster, why do you wear -and it was up to the1n to accept it. If 
a false bet\rd ?" de1nandcd Hand£orth bluntly. they cleared out now, Ncrki would be the 

'' In dealing with n1y clients, I find it winner-and he would b~ laughing up his 
ncc~ssary to en1ploy a f e,v simple effects," sleeve! 
rephnd Ncrk1. "I am painfully aware of the No. the only thing to clo wa.s to go to 
fnct that I nm a n1an of plain appearance. Forest _House, and 111ak~ the party as jollY. 
PeoJ?1~ expect magicians to look like a as p06s1ble. 
n1iagi~ian.. Th.at is my reason for e1nploying First of all, however, .A.r~hie had to be 
} ie sunp]e devices you have seen-such as my told. That ,vas very necessary. .And when 
alse heard, black curtains, and so forth. But they got back to Fol'dingbri<lge, and Archie 1 an1 warning you,,. ho added, lowering his was there, ready to take thcn1 away from 
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the hotel, he wa.:= infonned. Needless t-o sa.r, 
the elf'gant junior was thoroughly flabber­
gasted to hear such a startling piece of news. 

"Odds n1ystcries au·d puzzle..5 ! " he ejacn. 
luted. "Do you absolutely n1Nln to s·:iy, 
Nipper, old thing, that it was you a-11 the 
titne? '' 

"Yes." 
"'fhcn you're a bally wonder!" snid Archie. 

"I could have sworn t.hat it was Nerki who 
was talking to Aunt Eustacia uud me. _But, 
really,_ I must say that- you're a brilliant set 
of laddies! A wonderful idea, what? You've 
pt·o\·ecl that Nerki is a dashed fraud, and 
you've done it in such a way that Aunt 
Eustacia doesn't guess a thing. Good gad! 
Brilliant! And everything. in the garden is 
lo\'el v !" 

And off they went to Forest IIouec-intent 
u11on spending a jolly Christnias. 

we can1e r' cried :I\Iarjorie Te111ple, her bright" 
eyes dancing. 

"Jolly good!" bcan1ed Achic. "I n1can to 
~ay, that's the ~t)irit., what?" 

l\Iarjori~ was not the only one who hacl 
made that re1nark; most of t-he other.:-: durini~ 
the dav or two before Christina~, expres~cd 
their Y

0

iews in a si1nilar fashion. Tlu.•y wcr~ 
all happy, coinfo'rtable, nnct jolly. 

Fattv Little declared that the food wa.s 
"extn, "; and he was an expert. In ~hort~ 
Forest House was an ideal residence fo~· such 
a Chrisltnas party as- this. \Vhat with tho 
snow, · and the tobagganing and the ska ting; 
the outdoor ~ports were of the finest. 

And after dark, during the long evenings, 
there were bright roo1ns, with great roaring 
log firc-s. Aunt -Eustacia had purchased ono 
of the finest radio sets, and 1nusic was to be 
heard in· those forn1crly son1bre· 1·001ns,_ at 
nil hours of the day. _ · 

The scn·nnts scarcely knew where they 
,rcre. Fo1~cat -House was a changed plac-l:. 

CH A PT ER 9. Ot-hcr scn·nnts had been engaged, too. · .A.11d 
· it scezn()d that c"·cryboqy entered into the 

Christmas at Forest House. gaict.y of tlre occasion. Nc\·cr had there l,ec!1 

T I-IAT the plotte1·s had been thoroughly a happier Chrjst.tnas party. 
justified in their action seen1cd pro\·c<l 'fhen can1c Christnias Day itself-n real, 
a day or two latcl', nfter the C~hrist.mas old-fashioned Christn1as <lny, frosty, E-nowy 
party at Fo1·cst House_ had settled nnd crisp. And by now Lady Bowcr3 wns 

down. - co1npletcly '' lifted ,, out of hcrs~Jf. Ai-chic 
Lady Bowers, her mind set. at rest, Ly t.hc was OYerjoyed at the ,change. It was nln105t 

· suppo$cd sanction of Professor Ncrki, was n 1ncrecliblc-wcll-nigh unbelie,·able. In these 
dclicrhtf ul host~ss. And none of those boys few short clay.s his aunt was back where ~lio 
and

0 

girls regrctt.ed coming. Archie, of had Leen when Archie kne\\,• her ns n child. 
course, was the Hfe and soul of the Jlarty; And the reason was simple. The influenco 
he wa.; o\·erjoyed at the brilliant suc:ccs., of of the occult, which had been eating into 
his plan. her brain like a disease, was thrown off. 

As he whispered to t.he guests, Aunt And this wns only the beginning! Archio 
Eustacia was blosso1ning like a spring flower was determined, before the ,·acat.ion was 
already. . over, to <:onvinco· Aunt Eustacia, once and 

And this wns scarcely nn exagget·at..ton. for all, that dabbling in· that kind of· thi1!g 
Even in this short space of t.in1e Lady was definite)~· harmful. But Archir, shrewdly 
Bowers had completely changed. ~he looked enough, believed in doing the thing­
ten years younger; her face, so pallid and gl'adually. 
lined~ took on a new appearance of you.th. ·' \Veil, aunt., old t.hing, whnt about it?'' 
The laughter and gaiety of the Loys and gu·ls he asked cheerfully, on the e,·cning· of Chrfat. 
had ·wrought this change~ She was bcnt'fit~ 111as Day. • "\Vasn't it a priceless idea of 
ing enor1nously by this he~lthy, cheery miue to bring the Jnds and lassies to the old 
at.mosphei-e. homestead?" 

It was something nev.· in her life-at least, "Archie, old top~. yoti~rc a gcnins !'' 
somcthinrr she had not experienced for year.s. laughed Aunt Eustacia, gh·ing her ~urprisccl 
Archie ,~ry dis.creetly made no n1ention of. nephew a· clig in the ribs. "Tl_1ere ! Do you 
Nerki · he knew that his aunt wns satisfied know what you've done to me?. Yon'\'O 
in that direct.ion. And Nerki himseJf, ns the t.urned n1e from a miserable old woman into 
boys_ }:lad prophesied, had made no 1110,·c. wl1at. you now see before you!'~ 

\Vhile the yot~ng guC'sts were out re,·eHinJ "Good gad! And what a change!" said 
in the snow-for there hn<l been n heavy A1·chie. "\Vhnt u ripping <'hangc, Aunt 
f all-«rent chailges were cffec;:ted in the l1ouse Eustacia! I al wnys ·said you were n sport.:• 
itself.

0 

Electi·icinns had been engaged, and man!"· 
scores o[ cxtl'a lights wel'e fitted up-coloured . Just for n mon1ent a shadow cn,nc across 
lights, in Iestoon.s. The gr~at hall, formerlv Ladv Bowers' fnce, but she quickly smiled 
so gloomy, became n place of light and colour_ agntn. · 
after da1·k. . . "Anythinf( wrong, old clc-nr?" asked 

-There were gay decorations, carnh·nl bal- Archie, quick to see t.hc look. 
loons, hol1y, mistletoe, nnd so forth. Attnt -"No; it's foolish of me," said his nunt. 
Eust-acia had entel'ed into the spirit of the "I :un only tliinking that it is Ch.ristrnas 
thing, and she was stinting no expense in e,·ening-and it. is said that te,;l'iblc things 
ordei to make the pn1-ty a rip-roaring auccess. · happen here on Christmas night." 

-~'It's glorious, Archie! \Ve'ro terribly glad (Continued on page ~O.) 
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( Continued f ro1n pa.ge 28.) 

"But don't you know?'' asked A1-chie, in 
surpris·e. "I mean, you',·c spent other 
Christmasses ·here." 

"Bnt I have been alone," explained Lady 
Bowers. "P1·ofessor Nerki has explained to 
me that the house has been immune f ron1 
the evil manifestations because the Eart11 
Ele1nentnls were left in p·eacc." 

It was the first mention of Nerki she hncl 
made since her guest.s had nr1·ived; and even 
the very voicing of his name seemed to bring 
a dark shadow across her face .. . 

"I say, you know, let's forget it!" 5aid 
Archie hurriedly.- "Nothing will happen." 

"Of course not," smiled Aunt Eustacia. 
"Did not Nerki tell me that everything 
would be all right?,, 

Archie almost winced. It was Nippe1· · who 
had told her that. And A1·chie sometimes 
wondered how it would be · possible for him 
to acquaint his aunt with the truth. He wafi 
just a little startled now, for he had 'believed 
that .Nerki's influence was rapidly waning. 
Ludy Bowers' words seemed to pro,~e "that 
she sttll believed in the 1nystic. \Veil, it 
wasn't to be wondered at. His influence .bad 
sunk deep. Christrnas wasn.,t over yet by n 
Jong way; the pa1ty was to stay on until 
Hie New Year. By then, Archie told him­
self, =his aunt would be- so ft-ee of the "spell ' 1 

that she could be told the truth. 
It was clear enough to Archie t~nt Nerki 

had spun that l·arn about the Earth Elen1en­
tals so there should be no party. }'or Nerki 
n1ust have known thnt brig11t cornpany would 
undo a great deal of his work. 

Archie dismissed· t.he whole subject ft-om 
his mind, and went upstairs to dress. There 
was to be a great jollification to-night, after 
dinnor-Ch1·istmas gafl\es, dnnc-ing, and all 
sorts of happiness. 

And, certainly, --1\'hen t-ho guests sat down 
in the great dining~hall, they looked happy 
enough. Lady Bowe1·s, at the head of the 
great table, was a ·vel'y picture of content-
1nent. And all round W(\nt up the chatter 
of th~ boys and girls. It was essentially a 
young party. There W(\re no grown-ups at 
all, with the exception of Lady Bowers he1·­
self. Nipper was 1·ather disappointed about 
this, as -he had exp~ctcd N clson Lee to be 
down for ~hristn1ng. Tlie great det('Ctive 

(\ ~ 
'i\ 

, \k,,11. 
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had promised to. come, if possiLle-a.nd even 
now he might turn up. 

"Now. for the good old turkey, to say 
nothing of the plum-pudding!" said Archie, 
r-n1r,·e~'ing the guests through his monocle. 
"·How's the appetite, Fatty, old elephant?" 

"I don't want to say I'm g·reedy, but il 
there's a spare turkey knocking about, pass 
it over here!" grinned F.atty Little. 

Never had the pa 1ty been so gay· as n t 
this n1on1ent. Everybody was laughing and 
talking. The great table, with its snowy­
white cloth, was g·leaming with silver, and 
the flowers and · the decorations were 
gloriously c-olourfui in the bright elertric 
lights. It wns a typical scene of festive joy. 

Then it was, as Christmas dinner was about 
to be served, that a change came-abruptly, 
unexpectedly, dramatically. 

One or two of the guests noticed that f.he 
lights seemed to be less bright; they looked 
up inquiringly. Others looked, too. Un­
q ucstiona hly, the lights were growing dirr1-
as electric . lights grow_ dim in n picture 
theatre. 

"Hallo! Something wrong with t-he juice!., 
said Archie, with concern. · 

E,·en as he was spcnking n_ cold, icy blast 
sw<.'pt through t-he dining-hall from end t.o 
encl. And a silence fell; the laughter ceased 
abruptly, and the guests looked at one 
nnot.hcr with suclden inquiry-and even 
alar1n. 

But not a window was open-and the door~, 
at the mo1nent, were closed. The scr,·ants 
Jooked puzzled. Lady Bowers herself sat 1n 
her chair with a str·ange, fixed expression o:i 
her face. 

Jingle-jingle-jingle! 
"What on earth is that?" asked Iland­

fortl1, staring down at t.he table. 
For it seemed to him that the sih·cr ,vas 

jingling. The light '";as now so dim that tho 
great table could only be seen ·vaguely. 

"Oh, Ted!,, whispered Irene, who was Eit­
ting next to Handforth. ,. Look! The forks 
and spoons!" 

She was clinging. to his arm, and Hand­
forth's jaw dropped. Was he going mad, or 
did he see t.he silver lifting itself from tho 
table nuder his ,·ery" eyes, and jingling about 
a:; though in the gdp of unseen ·hands? 

T~e thing was impossible-yet it was hap­
pening! 

The phenomenon developed. All the sihper­
ware slowly nnd mysteriously rose into the 
nir, floating before the eyes of the guests, 
and it seemed to be joining itself into a 
strean1, and getting higher, and pas.$ing away 
to one corner of the great room. 

"The Elementals!" carne a hnsky whispl·l' 
fron1 Lady Bowers. '' Oh, I',pe been afraid of 
this! It is the haunting! The unseen 
Eie1nentals arc at work!" 

"Good gad!" gasped Archie, startin ~ to 
his feet. · ~ 

A 11d then suddenly, with a crcsc~ndo or 
nois•.; ~v~ich was utterls: terrifying, the silYer­
wa1c Joined together 1n n great jan rrlin rr 

sb:c .tTI, and it. seemed to the gue5ts that th-~ 

. 
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~ou1H.l wn.s acco1npaniecl by a vague: hideous at one time or another, of old country 
laughter, which appeared to conie frorn ~.he· houses wluch ··~·ere 1nystcrious]y hauit1ted. ~ot 
utn1os11herc. by ghost~ which could be seen, but by lll· 

Craaaaaaaaash ! visible. sources They had read of ftfrniture 
\Vith a tremendous noise all the silver went being wrecked: and crockery being l-frokcn, 

hurtling against ouc c,f the panelled walls. of destruction being wrought by unseen hands. 
The 1\Jrco of the impact "'was terrific, and Many of these phenon1ena had been cau~ed 
inany of the forks and spoons bounced away by ·tricksters; cut s01ne of the cases ~f 
and clattered in all directions. Two maid- "haunting '' had never been solved. 
~erva_nts who were near. by screamed in '!,here wa.~ something n1ore tcn-ible than 
fr~nhc terror, and one o~ them swooned. a visible ghost in snch a haunting as this. 
Even one or two of the girl guests were on For it was unseen it 1nirrht break out- at 
the point of fainting. . any mon1cnt w1tllo'ut war~ing. There is 

.A.nd as suddenly as th~ hgh~s h~d gone nothing quite so terrifying as the invisible 
clown, they ca1ne up again. 'Ih_o icy blast and the unknown. 
ceased, and . the wa~mth of the an· was now .. Look here, lads and lassies, we've got to 
cxtraord111arJly noticeable. Lady ~owers pull ourselves together," said Archie crisply. 
stood at. the head of table, her face wJute. "I mean to say everything see1ns to be all 

"Look!" ejaculated Handforth. right' now, and_:__,, 
. H~ pointed ~ the floor. There wns - no Ile ,vas interrupted by a sound of terriblo 
1!lu.sion abot_at it. In the full flood of. the crashing from the hall, and he caught his 
hghts the. silver could be seen there, u~ a breath in. One of tho servants flung tho 
great untidy heap. And on the panelling d d . } .· ,_. "11 , _ 
there were many scratches and dents, showing o~r open, an Ian, 5 u ieAing. ...;. '' as con_ 
tl tremendous Uil'Cen force which had been f~sion. rher,e nad be~n no lo,ye!ing of the 10

1. d ::, lights ·this time-not 1n tho d1n1ng-hall, at 
app ie · JI - t B • ·h f th I lb \Vhat monstrous thing was it ,,·hicli had ~ even ~- u, \\ en some O e- SC 100 • oys 
Jiftcd the silver and sent it hurtling against •~n out into the hall, they found the l~g_hts 
the panelling? Every one -of those guests dim. ~ven the great log fire was bu111111g 
felt shivery How could that phenomenon my5teri~usly _ low, alt~ough the logs then1• 

. have beeu a. trick? In t.hose few -1no111cnts ~elves _,,ere ample. L, was as thoug:h sorne 
the gawty of tl1e Christmas party had · gone. spell had passed over·· t~e ~re, causing the 

" , . ,, . fla1ncs to lose then· lum1110s1ty. 
You cant get away,. from 1~ ! came a ".What's happened?" yelled Handforth, 

inurm, : £1:om To1nmy \V~fson .. "That· was dashing out... , 
black mag1c-nud n,~ conJurer 1n the world He found Nipper by his side-and Archie, 
could have done it. .· too. They were in. the forefront of the guests, 

Lady Bower.e was looking sad ns she Sur- and they were just in time to see another 
vcycd her young guests. astoundino manifestation. A heavy oaken 

"That was no conjuring trick,,, she agreed. .tab)e, · ,vhich st<Y.>d almost in the n1iddle of 
"The dreadful haunting ')f Forest House has --the hall, was suddenly ~vhi:5ked ·-i~to the. ai_i". 
con1mcnced I do not know why, but I can Not a human being ,vas standing w1th111 
only assun1e that 1n some way we have dis- ya1·ds of it, and it was sway_ing ·· from side 
pleased Professor Nerki." · . to side, shaking, and even creaking by tho 

"But, aunt!'' protested A1~chic. "\Vhat very force· of the t1i1seen· thing· which held it. 
can P1·0£essor Nerki kno\v ~bo_ut ,it?" "Good heavens,,. ejaculated Nipper h.uskily. 

"Professor Nerki has been p1·ot~cting US• S4dde~iy the t~ble was liftecl' higher, and 
fro1n the evil spirits,'' replied Aunt _Eu_sta~ia. with a tremendous swinging movement,. as 
"\Vhat we have just seen is• a .. certain proof though it had been g1·ipped by an in,,isibie 
that the prote~tion has been with<;h-awn. giant, it went hurtling across the -hall to 
Ileaven alone kno,vs whnt may happen_ no,v !" dash wjth. tre1nendous force against 'the 

.Arehie did not know what to say. .For farther w·a11. - -
once his ready resource failed hi1n. Craaaash I . 

.. But you must go-all of you!" went on So terrific wa~ . the force ol the contact 
Lady Bowers, her eyes alight with fear. that ~he table disintegrated, and fell to the 
"There is danger here, and you n1ust not floor 1n· fragments. 
be subjected to it. You must go. Do not 
bother about packing-" 

"But we're not "'Oing to desert you like 
that, Lady Dower;," interrupted Nipper 
ql1ick]y. 

"You will not be dc.;;crting 1ne," said Aunt 
Eustacia. "No danger can co1nc to me. I 
know that th:~ house is haunted-and until 
now I believed that it was protected. I am 
safe. But you- No, no! You must not 
st~y ! If anything sho•Jld happen--" 

She broke off, nnd she was stiH very white. 
:\Iany of . those young . guests were ready 

enough to bolt. They were not ashan1ed tQ 
tonfess it. l\fost of them had heard, or read, 

• 

CHAPTER 10. 
The Guests Decide. 

IT is no cxag~,~ration to say that all ·those 
schoolboy~ and schoolgirls were stricken 
dumb with tcr1·or during the few 
moments that followed the sn1ashing of 

the henvy · table.· 
!\'lost ut them had seen this thing with 

their o,~n eyes, t-hey had seen no hnnds had 
touchcc.l the table, and that it had been 
carried higb and sent hurtling ngainst tho 



32 THE NELSO'A"' LEE LIBRARY .. 
wall. True, the: lights had been so dim that "Thanks mos~ frightfully,!' tnuttcrcd 
onh· the inert shadow of the table had been Archie, joininJ her. 
visi"L>lc. llut now, in the same strange "·ay Nipper was already there, and now he 
as the dining-room, the lights recovered their looked up sharpiy. The lights were once 
fuH s:1·cngth. And there lay the fragments again full, and, magically enough, the log 
of the table, and that corner of the hall was fire was burning clearly-with n sort . of 
a 111:,ss of debris. super-brilliance. 

"Oh. what sh:.il we do?" cric-d one of the "Your aunt hasn't. fainted, .A.rchie," said 
girls. · "\Vhcre can we go?" Nipper. "The leg of that chafr hit her-and 

"Steady, cvcr:v:><>dy ! .. said Nipper, getting there's a nasty wound on the side of hel' 
. n grip on himself with difficulty. "I'm ·not head." - , . · 
satisfied-" · "Goo~ gad!" exclaimed Ai·chie, horrified. 

"Please, please!~' begged L~dy Bowers. He bent closer. Aunt Eust.acia was as ''"hite 
"Do not waste t!1ne, my dPur young people! as n sheet. Blood was streaming from an 
Yon mu~t flv from this ill-01neucd liouse ! " ugly gash just above lier left temple. The 

"But, _au1;t, we can't do that,'' protested skin was badly cut, and the blow had bcei1 
Archie. "\Vp' .. ·c not going to leave you in ~ufficient to cause unconsciousness. 
the lurch-" 

.. Oh. in .. v · bo't.·, don't you understand?" ex- "I don't think it's serious," said Nipper. 
" "The skull isn't fractured-it's on1v a bad 

clain1ed - Lady Bo,,~ers. " 1 nm safe. It is knock, Archie. But your aunt must be put 
you I fear for I You 1nust go-just as you to bed at once.,, 
arc! l)o not even bother about your wraps 
or your.coats~ Run-run!" "Oh, absolutely!" said Archie. "\Vhat 

If anything wci=e needed to Cl'eate panic nbout sounding the good old S.O.S.? \Vherc 
nn1ong the gne3ts, Lady Bowers' attitude nre the clashed servants? Rally thein up, 
:supplied that need. Most of the youugstcrs soinebody, for goodness' sake!" . 
were ready enough to bolt. Yet her lady- "Yes-fetch some of the maids!" said 
ship was in no panic herself, and was 11ot :,ipper. "Handy, old man, round them up, 
dt·!-.iro11s of C'reating· one arnongst he1· guests. will you? ~~orget all about this haunting." 

I-Icr concern was for their safety. Nippct· Handforth wns off Jike the wind. Onl ,. a 
knew in a flush that the good lady believed few of the guests were in the hall now; "'the 
itnp1icitly iu the haunting. And she had a others had given way to that dread panic, and 
dread that when the next manifestation carne were outside, in the snow. But the coldness of 
soine of the young people would be injured, the air, and the darkness, had done much to 
01· perhaps killed. It was for their· own restore them. Now they were uncertain, and 
sakes · that she was urging them to· run. they stood out in the night, shivel'ing, watch-

E\·en in the mid.st of this tumult screams ing the glow from the ~reat front door, ex­
nnd shouts could ho heard coining from the llecting, every moment, to hear further sounds 
domestic quartc-rs. The servants were in a of destruction. 
t'nr greater panic than the guests. . Handforth came running back after a while·, 

"Let's_ get out of here!" muttered Church. and the expression was eloquent of alarm. 
"Como - on, everybody! Lady Bow<:"rs is "They'\·c gone!" he panted. 
· h f,, "Gone! 'l'he servants?" 

rig Lo~ • d Do · h · · · t "E o e f th '" • J H df 'l ·• ok ! " <'rte r1s, er voice - r1s1ng o very n o em. sa1c an o_rl, 1 
a little shriek. . ~reath~essly. "I found the back door stand-

A heavy cha ii' on t.he other side of the. hall, 1ng wade open, and w~en I looked out I 
had risen into the air; it. was banging itself heard the scrva_nts run!11ng a way, and soi:ne 
noisily against tnc wail. A hush fell. The of them were. b~1n1r carried. 'l\vo of the 1na1ds 
lights bccan1c dim as though by magic. Then were screaming like mad." 
the chair dashed itself away from the waH "Panic!" said Nipper grirnly. "They've 
and went whizzing through the air, to crash a!l bolted-they've deserted u~. \Yell,. you 
with shattering k,rcc against n great picture. can't blame tl1em." · 

The picture itself fell and one 1<:"" of the "And I looked in the scullery, too," went 
chair, brcakino- away from the fra

0

mework, on Han<lforth. "There's a terrifie. pile of 
struck the staircase, glanced off, and shot C'rockery on the floor-nll smashed up.·' 
diagonally through the air. "Let's-let's get 011t ! " muttered \\rat son. 

Archie tieard a slight moan from his aunt, "You don't mean thnt, Tommy, old 1nan," 
nnd when he spun round he saw Lady Bowers said Nipper quietly. "Ho,v ~an we get out 
sinking to the floor. It was at the satnc now?" 
moment that s01ne of the young guests 1nadc "Odds iinpossibilitiC's !" exdain1cd Arc·hic. 
a rush for tiit f~_•ont door. One of them "You're right, laddie! \V c can't go. Poor 
mana?ed to get it open, and then the exodus old Aunt Eustacia is knocked out, the ser­
bcgan. They alj went running out into the \·ants ha\·c gone, and, ghost or 110 ghost, I'in 
black night. staying!" 

"I say, hold onr' shouted Archie. "Odds "\Ve shall need sorne of the gids, t~o!" 
deserters and n1na,vavs ! Aunt Eustacia hns said Nippe1~ quickly. "Lady Bowc.1·s must be 
fainted!" .. carried upstairs, and she mu.st be put to 

Marjorie henr~ th~ . word~, nnd she ran bed." . • . . 
across, rind, terrified as she was, she bent "Absolutely!" said Archie, looking round. 
down to Lady Bowers' side. "Now then, everybody! It's Christmas night, 
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and things have gone frightfully wrong. But 
vou're not gqing to det3ert me, are you?" 
"' There was a silence. Archie stood boldly, 
f earlec;sly. He didn't care a jot, then, for all 
the hauntings in the world. He knew that 
J1is aunt was left helpless-and she was laid 
low. 

"I'n1 calling for volunteers," said Archie 
deliberately. "There's not a servant in tho 
house, and if w·e all bolt, • .i\.unt Eustacia will 
be left helpless-just when she needs care and 
attention. Good gad! You're not going to 
walk out on me?" 

"Not likely!" said ~ippe1·. '' 1"111 staying, 
.Archie." 

'' l\Ie, too!,, said Handforth quic:kly. " • ..\nd 
you can count on Church and llcClnre, n he 
added, looking round. "By George! . \Vhere 
are they?" 

"They-they ran out, with the others," said 
\Vatson. "But I'1u staying, .A.rchic. Count 
on me." 

It was rather wonderful. 
:\lost of those boys and girls were terrified 

-and nobody could blame t he1n for that. For 
the things which had been happening· were 
unaccountable, inexplicable.. 'l'he youngsters 
were brave enough in ordinary ci1-cun1stances; 
but the bravest of people lose their heads when 
they are suddenly brought up against the 
snpernatural. And it really seemed that 
Forest House was the scene of ·a terrible and 
<langerous haunting. · 

Handf orth -7lS out on the steps by now, 
and, in tho l~ht cast from the door, ·and the 
windows, he could see the group of boys and 
girls. And they, by now, had partially re­
covered. 

"\Veil, wl1at are yon going to do?" de­
n1andcd Handforth truculently. "Are yon 
going to bolt-desert? ... ~re you going to be 
like the servants?" 

"Have the servants run away?" asked 
soil)ebody. 

"All of then1-they'\·e cleared right out.," 
said Handforth. "And Lady Bowers is in­
jured. Coine ou ! \Ve need aJI the help we 
can get!" 

They approached, feeling strangely nsha1ned 
of themselves. 

"It's Christinas night, and tJ1cre's no · 
Part~ly chance of getting substitute serYauts," 
eont1nued Handforth. 0 And after the stories 
the ot.her servants will take away with them 
nobody will take c,n. a job in t-his house. 
Archie's aunt is in a bad way, and we've got 
to stand by her. \Ve've got to stand by 
Archie, too." 
. Without a wordi the boys and girls ran back 
into the hall. T 1ey overcame their horror, 
their reluctance. There was work fol' them 
to do-and they courageously came up to 
t-he scratch. 

1 
N<? other manifestations had occtured, and ! 1e hghts were now burning steadily, brightly. 

h
t seemed, indeed, that the old house was to 
;:,, quiet for the rest of the evening. 
Somebody shut the front door, and all those 

young guests stood the1·e, in the hall, look-
lng pale, but resolute. · 

"Listen, everybody," said Nipper. "We're 
up against it. The least we can do is to re-
1nain here to-night-. Outside, it is snowing 
thickly, and I doubt if the roads are passable?. 
Even if we could get to a doctor, the doctor 
might not be able to come. We're shut off 
here, in the Nc,v Forest, in this old house. 
\Vhet•her it's haunted or not doesn't matter. 
Are we going to stay wilJing!y, or " 

" Yes, yes ! " . . . 
"\Vc're all sta:ying, N1ppe1· !,, 
''Rather!" 
"Then Jct us divide ourselves up," said 

~ ipper. " So1ne of you girls are needed as 
nurses-othel's can take chargo of the 
kitche·ns. You chap:; can help a lot-, too •. 
'\V c can all do so1ncthing." · 

There was a general chorus of agreement; 
nnd then, without ftnther ado, half a dozen, 
of the fellows gently lifted Lady Bowe1·s, and 
she was carried up~tairs to her own bed­
roo111. Irene and j\Jarjo1·ie and some of the 
other girls had flown up first, and had rnado 
everything ready. The boys then retired, 
and they collected together in the hall, and 
most of then1 were alert. They were ready 
to listen at tho slightest hint of any unusual 
sound. 

"\Vell, what about Christmas dinner?" 
asked Fatty Little. ''\Vo haven't eYen .had 
a bite yet!" 

"\Vc'll have dinner, old 111an," said Nipper. 
"\Ve're not going to be- dished out of our 
turkey and phun-pudding-ghosts or no 
ghosts! -y QU had bet.te1· be chief cook, 
F ,, ' 

atty. 
"Good enough!'' said Fatty LittlP.. 

".\Vhero's the kitchen 1u 
"Two 01· three of lou others bad bettcl· 

constitute yourselves F atty's assistants," con .. 
t.inued Nipper. "And when · the girls come 
down, we'll carry on with the dinner. S01)10 
of you had bettcl' go along t.o the diuing­
hall and collect up all that silver, and set the . I • ,, tan e again. 

But volunteers for this job were few. 
Hand forth led tho way, at last, · ond he 
grabbed a hand£ ul of the silver and looked 
at it with a glare. · 

"Rumn1iest thing I've eve1· known!" he 
said. "It's just ordinary silver, as far a.s 
I can see. How the dickens did it lift itself 
off the table and throw itself at the wall?. 
Look at this sp<?On ! Nearly bent double 1" 

They did not like handling the silver-for 
they had a dread feelin~ that it would sud­
denly jump out of theu hands. But they 
managed to set the table again, and as there 
was no recurrence of the extraordinary hap_. 
penings, confidence was somewhat resto1-ed •. 

But it was a strange household now. 
Christmas, which. had promised to be so 

jolly, had dramatically changed to a night 
of fear. Not many of the · voung guests 
cared to think of· bed-time. The very idea 
of sleeping in this house--now--sca1·ed ttiem 
af1·esh. There ,,~~s no telling wh~t dread 
n1anifestations would occur. • 

· Archio··was ·hovering· about upstairs, 1n .thf!· 
wide co1·i-1dor. He· ,,:as t-hinkfng of his aunt, 
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of Ncrki, and of the warning Nerki had 
given. There was son1eth-iug 1nightily queer 
about all this! 

\Vas it possible that Ncrld was a real 
"seer,'' and that, by some occult -power, he 
had known of the haunting? 01; was he an 

-out-and-out trickster? If the latter were 
. true . there wa~ just a possibility that he had 
. engineered these occurrences-- But how? 
So far as Archie knew there wasn't a 
1nagieian in the ,vorld who could have per~ 
for1ne<l the magic which he and his guests 
had seen. · 

His thoughts were interrupted by the open­
ing of his aunt's door. l\farjoric came softly 
out . 

. "I-low is she, o]d girl?'~ asked Archie, run-
111ng up. 

"She has reco,;ered consciousness, and 1 
<lon't think the wound on her head :s 
serious," whispered ~1arjoric. •' Sho wants 
yon, A1·chie. \Ve had to tell her of what 
we are doing, and . she insists upon ~ee,ug 
you.', 

"Oh, rathc1· !" said Arch_ic helplessly. 
Ile entered the ·bed-room, and he found 

Lady Bowers lyirtg in bed, ancl a little __ colour 
had returned to her cheeks. Her head was 
expertly bound-for most of the l\Ioor View 
girls hnd a good knowledge of first' aid. 

"I say. aunt, this is a bit frightful," said 
Archie. HI mean to say, you being whacked 
like that!". 

"I a1n thankful· it was 1--and not one of 
my guest~," said Lad~, Bowe1·s. ''Now, 
Archie, listen to me-=-- ' 

"But I want you to listen to . n1c, you 
know;' said Archie. "\\"e've got to fetch 
a doctor, and--" 

"No, no, I don't need a doctor," said 
Aunt Eustacia. "It is only a scalp wound­
and a bad bnn1p. I shall be a lot better to­
morrow. I wnut you all to go. At once. 
Oh, Archie, don't think that I don't appre­
ciate what yon are doing. I think you are 
all ,·cry brave, and ,·ery good. But you 1nust 
go now.'' 

"And leaYc you alone in the house?" asked 
Archie. "Nothing doing!" 

"But I mn safe-the Elementals will not 
interfere with me," said the good lady. 
"That is what you do not understand, my 
boy." 

"No, aunt, you can't bluff me with that 
sor, of talk!" said Archie firmly. "Tho 
Elementals can't hurt you, eh? \Vhat about 
that whack on your head? Y: ou were the 
very one to get hurt-and the rest of us 
aren't even scratched! So that argument of 
your.s doesn't hold water." · 

Lady Bower.s had nothing to say. 
''You ·are in bed, nnd you can't do any­

thing," went on Archie triumpl}antly. "Two 
of the girls will remain here all night-watch­
ing over you, as nurses. The rest of us nro 
going to hnvo our Christmas dinner. \Ve're 
not going to be dished out of it by a lot of 
unhealthy ghosts! All the servants have 
bunked, so we're staying. And that, Aunt 
Eustacia, is thn t l" 

"If you n1ust stay, you 1nust-for I ·am 
hPlpless to prevent you," said Lady Bowers. 
"But I mn afraid, Archie. You do uot 
knew half the horrors of this house-" 

"If it's all tho same to you, aunt, old 
thing, we'd rather not hear them," said 
Archie hurriedly. "Perhaps we shall dis• 
cover a few later on-but we'll like 'cm a 
lot b~tter if they co1nc as surprises. All we 
want you to do is to go ro-.sleep.' 

lie escaped sornehow-but he was trium­
phant. And the first person he met outside 
in the corridor was Nipper. There was 
sornething in Nipper's expression which 
caught Archie's attention at once. Nipper 
was looking alert, even excited. 

'• By Jove! I wish t.he guv'nor had come!" 
he said impulsively. "It may not be too 
late, even now. Perhaps he'll turn up-even 
to-night." 

"\Vhy do you say that, old b~y ?" asked 
Archie. 

"Because I · belic,·e there's tric'kery at 
work," said Nipper, lowering his voice. '' l 
haven't said anything to the othel's yet-but 
1'111 ~oing to. I've been having a look nt 
that sn1ashed furniture, Archie." 

"Good gad! \Vhat ha,·c you discovered?" 
"Nothing-for certain,,, l'eplied Nipper. 

"But 1 have found a few n1ysterious holes 
in the furniture-and there's just a chance 
that there 1night have been wires fixed to 
it. \Vhen the furniture was whirled about, 
the wires were withdrawn, with the fasten• 
ing.s. '' 

., But that doesn't account for the ually 
silver," said Archie doubtfully. 

"No; but the sih·cr might have been 
yanked into the air by sorne other 1nechanic-c1l 
n1eans,'· said Nipper. u Anyhow, I'f!l not 
satisfied. "This n1ay be a genuine hauntincr 
-1'1n open-minded-but, on the other hand, 
it n1ay be a lot of trickery. And we're 
staying.'' 

Archie felt. much better after that little 
chat with Nipper. Later. _during the delayed 
dinner, which turned out to be an excellent 
·one, after all, Nipper rnentioncd his sus­
picions to the guests in general. 

But most of them believed he was only 
_ saying it to con1fort them-and they did not 
take 1nuch notice. They ,vere all expecting 
further. dreadful things to happen. 

They were in this snowbound old 1nansion 
in the heart of the New Forest, and there 
was a 1nyst<.•1~y here which caused their hearts 
to thud with a Yery real teri·or. -

But they were plucky; they were standing 
by Arehie Glenthornc and his aunt; and they 
were dctern1inc-d to unra,;el the great 
mystery. 

THE END. 

ll'l1flf u•ill be ll1e reS11lt of fl1e boys' and 
girls' pluchy deeision to stay on at Fo1·est 
llo11se? Tl,at tl1e1·e tvill be Jurtl1er gl1ostl11 
n1mai/estatiot1s front tl1e " Elem:entals " is 
p,•effr, cerf(lin-bad in 1rhat sl,a1>c atad 
form? Dm-1 't ,niss ne~f 1rce/r 's tl,rill-paclted 
story entltlc<l : The Hauntetl /louse! " 
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Christmas Greetings From The Editor And Mr. E. S. Brooks! 

Mr. E. S. Brooks sends Christmas 
Greetings to all his Chums. 

1bere' S a greet iug to all readers 
of my stories f ro1n China to 
Peru, from Iceland to South 
Africa, fron1 New Zealand to 

Canada, taking Australia on the way, 
fro1n Land's End to John O' G1·oats, and 
froin Donegal to County Cork. Here1s 
u·ishing you a Happy and Jolly Christ­
iuas 1n these hard tin1es, with a hope 
that 1933 will see the beginning of re­
newed prosperity to our fine Old 
Country, and to all those who fr~·e 
within its rugged shores. 

I'n1 still very nu1ch attached to the Good 
Old Paper, and have thoroughly enjoyed 
writing my stories du1·ing the past year as 
n1uch as ever. I think I have given 1nost 
l'eaders just what they want in the Christ1nas 
series-quite : like-. old tiines, eh? 

I want to take this opportunity of thank­
ing all manner of loyal rcad~rs of Yaried 
ages, of both sexes, in all corners of the 
world, for their friendly and encouraging 
letters-letters which I treasure, and which 
1nakc inc realise that the world, as somebody 
once said before, I beli~ve, is quite a sn1all 
place. 

Certain of you old-tin1ers have been writing 
to me for years, and I could n1ention a dozen 
names right off which are practically at my 
fingertips as I hold my pen; bu_t I don't think 
I'll n1ention any nan1cs, in case the rest of 
you think you've been forgotten. But this 
Christmas I am thinking of cheei-y chums in 
Australia and-Canada, in British Guiana, and, 
of course, iri every part of our own islands. 
Perhaps, with the Old Paper containing these 
Christmas sto1·iea of mine, you will think of 
1ne, too. 
_ Good luck to you all; good health, too; 

and once again wishing you the e\·er-old wish 
-a Happy Christnias an<l Prospt'rous New 
Year. 

The Editor's Turn. 

Now that lir. Brooks has had his word, 
it is my turn · to wish all the readers of the 
NELSON LEE a )Ierry Christmas and ·a llappy 
and Prosperous New Year. · · · .-

During the past year we haYe spent many 
enjoyable hours reading the Old Paper. · I 
hope we shall continue to derive sin1ilar en­
joyment from the NELSON LEE in the yea1· 
to come. It won't be my fault if we don't. 

By the time you reach this page you will 
have finished reading our long complete 
~hristmas story. Goqd, isn't it? I thought 
it would go down ,vell with you chaps. But 
next week's story, which continues tho 
strange adventures of Archie's Christmas 
gnests at Forest House is even better-you 
can take my word £01· that! All manner of 
strange and terrifyn1g ~dventures con1e their 
way, and it is fortunate for them that 
~ elson Lee, the famous detective turns up. 

Letters to the Editor 
should be addresae d 

to NELSON LEE LIBRARY, Pleetwa, Bouse, 
Farringdon Street. London, E.C.4. 

I won't spoil the story by telling you any 
n1ore now, save that you will enjoy it as 
you have never enjoyed a story before. 

Before I finish l must give you this piece 
of news. .llr. Brooks, is, at the mon1ent, 
engaged upon anoth~r · sparkling series of 
storiea, featuring Nelsoi1 Lee, - Nipper and 
the St. Frank's boys, which will appear in 
tho NELSON LEE in the New Year. That's 
son1cthing to look forw.a1·d to,· eh ? 

To concludo-again best. wishes for (..""lu·f !St­
mas and the New Year, from 

YOUR EDITOR, 

READERS' PRIZE .JOKES 
"Hallo, hallo!" shouted the fircnrnn an­

~we~ring: _t.he frantic t·clephone sun11i1ons. 
"\\ ho 1s 1t ~,, 

"I . I w1s 1 to say 1ny f rout garden-" 
" 'Tl . . th r•1RE . ·" r us Hi o 1.• • st.a hon you've got!'' 

'Y c~. I kno~v. My front garden rnn~ 
alo_ngs1do Dyson s hous•~, and only to-<lny I 
sprn~~led ro1ne new grass seed on n1y lawn 

"This ain't tho gardener's 1" roared the 
firc1nan. · 
. "I know, I know; but what I want to ·sa:v 
1s that n1y garden is n1y particular pri<lc-;' 

"\Vhat's that got to do with us?" 
"Oh · , -well, the Byson's asked me to tell 

you that their house ig on fire, so don't let 
;your firen1cn trnn1plc " 

(O._ nr?_nd, ~4, T!tc A. venue, B·ronde.,bury 
Park, ll ,llcsdt n, ... -V. W.6.-A pocket •2L·allct.) 

l\.fiff: "I',·c had thi~ car for years, and 
never had a wreck yet." 

Biff : " Yon mean you've had this wreck 
for years, innd never had a car yet/' 

(~. Ali.d(llcy, ... 15, Stapleton's Road, Sltirley, 
Clirtstcliurcli, ~l cw Zealand.-.4. grancl prize.) 

"Were you pleased with the new school, 
little boy?" inquh·ed an interested lady. 

"Nol" said Johnny. "They made n10 
wa.sh n1y fa.cc, and when 1 got home n1y dog 
bit n1e because ho di<ln't know me.,, 

(K. J. King, 60, Jla,·lboro' Road, Derby.-
A JJcnknif,;.) -
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A Rollicking Long Story Of The Popular Chums Of St. Frank's! 

COCK O' THE 
... 

ALK! 

~~~~~~~~-1'f~~~~-R:C-.~N~~At-~fcf~~11: 

Edward Oswald Band.forth is elected skipper of the Lower School. But he makes 
such a hash of things that the juniors are soon in revolt against him. Reggie 
Pitt concocts a plan to force Hand.forth to resign. by appearing in the guise of 
Miss Dora Manners, the pretty cousin of Irene Manners, of Moor View School, 
and tricking Handforth to resign. Ban~orth falls for the bait, or so it appears 

to everybody. 
~*"~~~~m~~~R~~~----~***~~ 

The Victim! "I \\ .. AS expecting you, you know," s_airl 
Handforth, nnteh to Pitt's aston1sh­
nwnt. •· You're ])ora l\lanners, aren't 
you?" 

Reggie covered his surprise with a clever 
little laug-h of mu:-5ical delight. 

"Oh!'. he 1n1.1nnurcd. "liow did yon 
know?" 

"\Vhy, Irene rang n1e up not long ago and 
told n1c about . you," replied Haudforth. 
·• You'll con1e in, won't yon? I ought to 
e8cort you back to the l\Ioor v·iew School, 
but I'd rather like. you to see 1ny stHdy first. n 

Again llandforth was working directly in 
iho encn1y's interests. For if he had carried 
out Irene's expressed wishes, ho would have 
tdcd to take Reggie Pitt straight off. 

.As for Reggie, his n1on1cntaary fear had 
vanished. 'l'hc fact that Irene had rung 
lfandforth up 1nade things better, for he now 
had an i<lentity. Handforth had mistaken 
hi1n for Dora, so he would rcinain Dorn. 

And he had alr('ady plannc-d to beg of 
IIandforth to show him his study-hardly ex• 

pcctiug that llandforth would play up to him 
so adrnirabh·. 

"I'1n not· snre I ought to con1e in !n said 
Pitt softly. "And can yon spare the tin1e? n 

"Of course,·· said Handforth. '' I've got · 
heaps of ti1n0. ,. 

"How wouderful ! '' said Reggie coyly. "I 
heard that you were the captain of the Fann 
and that you w·ere always so busy that you 
couldn't ~pare a n1inu te for anybody. It 
1nust be dread£ ul having all the cares of the 
Fonn on your shoulders. Ilut thL•y're so big, 
aren't they? And you're so strong-and 
handso1nc," he addro naively. 

"Oh, I say~" 1nurn1ured llandforth. 
By George, he wasn't. so sure that Dora 

wasn't c,·011 better than Irene! At l<'ast sho 
. ' 

seemed to get holc.l of a chap's character 
so well! He led Pitt. towards Study ]) in an 
cc.stasy of ~a tisfaction. 

They went in, and Reggie took great caro 
to remain whPre the full light did not fall 
upon hi111. And he kPpt his head partly 
down, too. 

"Not a bncl little room," snid Handforth. 
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"Of course, Church and :\!(·Clure n1ess it up 
a good bit, but it's no goo<l trying to n1ake 
thc1n tidy-" 
. "Oh!" said Pitt, his voice soft and full of 

deep concern. " You're not well! Oh., why 
didn't you tel1 n1c before?" 

"Not-not well 1'2 said Handfo1·th. "I feel 
all right, you snow. At least- Well, l 
suppose I am a bit seedy, but it's nothing." 

"Nothing!" echoed Reggie, ho1·rilicd~ · 
"\Vh~t was it I heard about you? That you 
were injured in a fight this afternoon? That 
some rough boys set upon you brutalJy and 
cruelly~" _ 

"That's ·not exactly true!" inten·upted 
1-fandforth hastiJy. "Son1ebody n1ust have 
told you wrong, .&l1ss-:\Iiss Dora. I had a 
bit of a scrap, but l'1n not bla111ing any­
body-" 

·· JJut you're looking so pale-so haggard!" 
whi~pered Reggie. "Oh. please sit do,,·n­
plca~e lie on the couch, and be completely 
rested. I can see how ·you must have suffered. 
You ought to .•be in bed. You're too ill to 
be up like thi.s. But that's how · all theso 
strong, powerful men go on. They neYer 
realise the danger.,, 

"Dange1· !" · repeated IIandforth, with ~i 
start. 

'' I do hope you won't suddenly collapse," 
said Pitt, shaking his head, and looking at 
llandforth with an expression of acute worry. 
"Please, please do· as I ·ask, and lie down! 
Can't you see that I a1n qualified to 
know what is best? Oh, let me nurse you! 
\Vouldn' t it be wonder£ ul ? " . 

Handforth sat down on the couch, his 
heart beating rapidly. Son1chow, he felt 
rather bad again. And, after all, it woulcl 
be rather ripping to be nursed by Irene's 
pretty cousin I · 

Deeper and deeper went IIandforth into the 
1ncshes ! 

The Closing of the Net. 

WITH H;andforth sprawling on the 
couch,· and with the growih con­
viction that he was thorough1y un­
well, he was now practically at 

Reggie Pitt's n1ercy. flandy had \ fallen 
completely under the spell of his visitQr's 
<:har1n-and, when Reggie liked, he could 
he remarkably fascinating. 

He sat with his back to the electric light, 
so that hie face ,vas in shadow. .lfrom Hnnd­
forth's position. his Yisitor's face and head 
were in a kind of halo, and he could just see 
the prettv face, and the soft curls. falling 
over the • ears. And Reggie was looking at 
hi1n, too, with anxiety in those dark, ex­
pressive eyes of his. \Vith their prepared 
lushes, they now looked uncannily feminine. 

" You must gh·e up all idea of moving 
again to-uight,"' said Reggie softly. "I 
didn't realise how unwell you were-" 

__ " Oh, but l've got to take you to the lloor 
\; _1ew School I" said Handforth, sitting up 
,nth a start. "I told Irene " 

"·You 1nustn't. Ted!'' interrupted Heggie. 
''You don't n1ind n1e calling you Ted, do 

you- I think it's such a · wonderful name, 
and it seems to fit you so beautifully." 

"I say!" 1ntu·n1ured Handforth husl<ily • 
"Are you sure that youi· duties are not too 

hard for you?" went on Reggie, his voico 
quivering with anxiety. "It is so very easy 
to overdo it! ... .\nd tJ10 duties of a Forni 
captain are so exacting, aren't they? You'll 
let 1ne guide you, won't you?" 

"\Veil, I'd liko to, but I'm not il1 l'' said 
l-landforth uncon1fortably. "There's nothing 
the matter with me, l\fiss Dora. I've only 
had a nasty b1ff, you kn.ow. And then th~1:e 
was that stuff I had for tea. .Some squ1Hy 
n1eat paste that ~lcChu-e ga,·e me. I've hud 
nunn1y pains ever sincQ then. Not that I'm 
reaIJy ill!" he repeated firn1ly. ., Let's be 
going~" · · 

"No!" saiJ Reggie quickly. 11 Please, 
please!" 

This piece of iuforn1ation was an uncxpcctcu 
gift. . ' . (' 

"Now I can undcr.stund it!" said Reggie., 
sha~ing · his head. "U1frlcr: no circumstances 
111ust you rnove. .And yot1 nuistn't do any 
work-you n1ustn't think of workiug. You 
ought to relieve JOnrseJf of all responsibilities 
at once. Oh9 won't you be guided by 1ne? 
Don't you see 1ny uniform? · Won't you, 
please?,' 

Ilis vok:o was eo plcaJing, that HandforU1 
fairly n1eitcd. . 

"Yes. of course!,,. he ~aid huskily. "If-if 
you really think so-" . 

"It's so in1portant !" ~ent 011 Heggie, sciz• 
ing the a,Jvantage. ''. llow dreadful it would 
be if yo_u collapsed. I1nagine the horror of 
St. Frank's if you o\·c1·wotkcd yourself, and. 
had to be taken away to a nursing ho1ne." 

'~"Nursing hon1e!"' · 1·0pl·atcd Handfoi-th 
faintiy. 

" Don't you realise the danger?" asked 
Pitt, his voice 1nore concerned' than over. 
"You are big and strong, and you grapple 
with these captaincy duties so bravely tlrnt 
you dc;>n't appl'ec:iate the peril.,, 

"l\ly h3t !'' breathed Handforth. 
"You are in pain e\·cn now," declared 

Reggie. "Tell n1e the truth, Ted! Please 
be quite frank. You're in pain, a1·en't you?" 

"Yes!" adri1itted Jlandforth truthfully. 
"I knew it!" said his visit.or, with a shake 

of fluffy curls. "Do you think I cnn't sco ~ 
the haggard lines?" 

"The hagga1·d lines!" panted Hand forth. 
"The careworn expression, and the blood­

shot eyes!" went on Pitt tensely. .. What is 
going to happen if you keep on? Tho 
strongest men collapse if they don't heed the 
,varning in time! In your deter1Binntion to 
carry on with your <lutieii, you are prepared 
to sacrifice yo,ir own health ! ,, 

"Great corks!" n1unntued Handfort.11. 
aghast. "You-you think l_;_J might 
crun1ple up, 01· !=Omething?" 

"C1·umple upl" said Pitt. "\Vhat woul,i 
all your friends say if you were carried away 
'in an ambulance? A day longer, perhnps­
with your stern wiJJ, perhaps even a week. 
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.And then, suddenly, without any \Yarning- Beverlev Stokes' supplv. "\Von't you promise 
Oh, Ted! You won't let it conie to that, 1ne, 'feel? l\1u$t I asl~ you in vain?" 
will you?'' Handforth'5 hrain was reeling slightly. 
, Handfortl1, spoofed completely, wa.s feeling "Bui-but they'll chip inc!" 110 breathed 
dreadful. His real pain was supplernentccl by feebly, in a last struggle. 
an in1aginary assorbnbnt of ills. She ought "Oh, they _won'.t be so cold and cruel!"' 
to know! \Vasn't she a nurse? And wasn't said Pitt, his voice full - of scorn. "They 
she Irene's cousin? wouldn't l]e so cold and callou~. \Vhen I 

"You-you think J ought to ease up a thing of that· brain of ~·ours-when I think 
bit?" he asked hoarsely. of the possibility that it n1ight snddeulv 

·' It'll Le no good at nll if yon only_ ~ase snap!" He covcl'ecl his face with his hands. 
11 p. :, repiied Pitt, his voice soft and thrilling. "And Irene?·' he whispered. "Don't you 
u You nlust stop altogether. Oh, I know how think that she· cares? Don't you think that 
terrible it will be for the .Form-how dread- she is worried over your tcn·ible cures a:;. 
fully it will miss you! Bul won't they be captain? Oh, Ted, I ,vant you to promise!" 
willinO' to make a little sacrifice for your Handforth's last atom of strength vanished. 
sake ?r, · "All right!" he muttered. "After all, if~ 

"They're a hard lot to deal with!" said not worth it! They don't appreciate 1ne-
Handforth dubiously. it'll sen·e 'e1n right to lea,·e 'ein in the 

"Rut if you resign, they-'' lurch!" 
"Resign!" said HancUorth thickly. "No! "Do people ever appreciate true Yaluc?~' 

No, I can't do that! They've been trying asked Pitt bitt-trly. 
to make me- 1-1 mean-" "I'll dish the1n all by, resigning r' said 

"'l'hey've been trying to make yon prom_ise IIandforth, with su<;iden emphasis. "That'll 
io stick to your duties?" asked Pitt softl_y. teach them a lesson they·JI ue,·er forget! I'li 
"I don't ·wonder at it! How proud they must go to the Common-rooin and tell the1n !'' 
he of you! But please, pleaEo let me advise "Oh, how good you are!" n1urmured Pitt. 
rou. Even the strongest brains arc liable t-0 H No, ·no!" he added, in alarm. · "Yon 
crack under such terrible stress!" must.n't move yet! Yon .rnustn't dream of 

"Crack!" gasped Handforth. disturbing yourself! '\\7ait at _ least five 
"And once they . crack, w·hat 1·emnins ?" minutes, so that you cnn compose your shat­

:1skcd Pitt, his voice trembling with emotion. tered nerves." 
'"\\ihat rcn1ains? The a.;ylum!" "Yes, I suppose I'd better!" said IIand-

" Oh. cn1mbs !" moaned Handfort-h. forth faintly. 
"And then, dreary yC'ars with other "I will go back to Irene, and g1ad<len her 

lunatics," said Pitt, pressing his advantage. with •this wond,~rful piece of news." continued 
"Oh, Teel, you nu1stn't let it con1e to that! Reggie, tiptoeing softly to the door. "You 
You mt1st net now! You mnst be brave and wilI p.romise me that .you will go to the 
strong l" Common-room in five minutes?" 

"But you just told me to-" "Yes, I p1·omise ! '' mtu-murecl Handloi-th, 
. "Ah, don't you realise that in order to in a listless voice. 

be cured, you must be strong-willed aI1d i-eso- "Thank you, Ted-thank yon so much!~, 
lute?'' asked Reggie. "You are w_enk ~~w, said Pitt happily. 
nnd think how the whole Remove will reJ01ce 

·h b 11 · · f If T d He slipped out of the study, ·aud those 
if t Ou show t e O < spint O se -sacn ice, an Inst few words of his had con1c f ron1 his 
resign the captaincy!" · 

"ery heart. Never had he saicl anything 
· "They'll rejoice all 1·ight ! " adini tted Hand- truer! 
forth. "But-but I don't think they're quite In · three seconds he had nipped into the 
the chaps you believe " next study, which was nor1na1ly occupied by 

"We mustn't talk about them-we tnust Tregellis-\Vest and \Vatson. But now there 
talk about you!" interrupted Pitt hnstily. were about half a · dozen fellows there, nll 
'· Look at you now! A wreck of your real eager nnd anxious. 
self! And what happens to wreckage if it 15 "\Vell ?" went ~tp a breathless chorus. 
not towed into hatbour?'' "He's resigning!" .whispered Pitt. "It 

"Wreckag~ ! " said Handfort.h, looking down worked• like. n dream!" · 
nt himself in hori:or. · "Great Scott!" breathed Fullwoocl. "Ile\;. 

''If it isn't towed into harbour, and cared promised?" 
ior nnd repaired-built up strongly ngain-It "Absolutely!" grinned Reggie. "I'll tell 
cll"ifts and drifts," said Reggie impressively. you all about it later-he's coming lo tho 
"It drifts into the shoals, and crashes upon Common-room ,vith the g1·eat news in fh·e 
the rocks, and becomes destroyed. Please, minutes, so we shall have to get a ht1stle 
Ted! For my sake! For Irene's snke ! ·Fot· on." 
the sake of the whole Remove!" Everything was ready, and in a ,•ery brief 

uYou-you really think it would be· best?" space of time, Pitt had shed his feminine 
asked Handforth, a sudden light coming into at tire, nnd he became himself again. But 

1 his <'yes. very little was said there, since Handfortla 
"Oh, I know it-I know -it!" murmured :night hear the tnlk through the wall. nncl 

Pitt, bending over him, so that his nostrils . become suspicious. _ 
,v.ere filled with .. the fragrance of . parma Swiftly, · they all sped to the Common• 
Yiolct-borrowed for the · occasion from l\Irs. room. · 
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"It's worked-it's worked!" shouted Jack 
Grey excitedly. "Reggie's <lone the trick, 
and I-Iandforth's goiug to resign." 

"I-Iun·ah !" 
"Good old Reggie!" 
"By jingo, he's a n1agician !" 
"If you'll 1nake less noise, and talk sense, 

we shaJl a1l be pleased!" said Reggie Pitt 
tartly. "Handy hasn't resigned yet, so don't 
ca<'kle before the egg's laid!" 

"There's ~Iany ... .I\ Slip 'Twixt The Cup 
And The Lip, as Billy Nation might put 
it~" grinned Fullwood. 

"I'm glad you realise it," said Reggie. 
"So don't make too n1uch noise-don't give 
hi111 any warning. But as soon as he has 
officially resigned, we shall be safe. \Ve've 
just got to wait now.,, 

And the Ren1ove waited, expectant and 
happily excited. 

Explanations N eed~d ! 

I RENE :\IAN:NERS tossed 11cr pretty 
curls. . 

"Oh, it'~ too bad P' she said indig­
nantly.· "The tea's gettfr1g stewed, and 

the toast will soon be 
hard, and boiled eggs 
a re never much good if 
they've left until they're 
lukewarm!" 

"It's just like Ted!'' 
~aid Doris Berkeley. 
"This is what comes of 
lea,·ing things to hin1 ! 
])id he say he'd bring 
Dora straight along?" 

"Of course, he did!" 
said Irene. "I don't 
believe it's his fault at 
all ! " 

"Yo u wouldn't!" 
Jaughed \Vinnie Pitt. 

They were in Irene's 
study, and all the prc­
para tions for tea had 
been completed. But Dt>ra had not returned, 
and there was no sign of Handforth. And 
they had been expected a full c1uarter of an 
hour since. 

The girls naturally assnn1cd that Dora had 
been delayed. . 

"I warned him, too,'' said Irene, with a 
frown. "I pa1·ticular1y asked hi1n to take 
<'are of Dora as soon as she arrived. Perhaps 
she was delayed in the village " 

"Here they con1e ! " cried llary suddenly. 
Steps had sounded 1n the passage, hut 

before anybody could open the door, it flew 
hack, and a dishe,·elle<l figure entered. All 
the girls stared, horrified, and cried out with 
alarm. 

"Dora!" exclaimed Irene, in a strange . 
YOICe. 

Dora had entered, and had slamn1ecl the 
cloor behind her. She now stood with her 
back to it. There was a hunted look in her 
eyes. She was untidy. her hat had gone, and 
hei· smart uniforn1 was sadly soiled · 

"Thank goodness!" :--he panted. "I got in 
without being spotted!:, 

"But what's happened?" shouted all the 
girls in one voice. 

"Oh, it was dreadful!., said Dora weakly. 
She sank iuto a eha1r, and Doris quickly 

poured out a cup of tea, and made her sip 
some, and she gradually recovered. The 
other girls crowded rouud her, a1nazed and 
111:rstified. 

.. " I-I got lost!" :;aid Dora, at Iast. "There 
was· son1ebody co1nin_g along the Jane, so I 
dodged through a.· gap and ran. Then I got 
into a kind of wood, or son1ething, and I 
nntst have gone wroug in the dusk, because 
I came out on the 1·oa<l n1iles away. I've 
been all this tiine getting back!" 

"But where's Teel?" asked Irene blankly. 
Dora. looked at the girls with flashing eyes. 
"Don't mention that terrible boy to n1e ! " 

~h~ said,hnskily. "Oh, what a cad!" 
.. Dora!!> cried Ire,ne. 
.. It's true!" insisted Dora. "He's cithc1· 

mad, or he's a hooligan! _A tramp would 
have treated 1ne better than he did! 
Sa.v~ges of the jungl~w'!uld have shown 1110 
n1ore respect! Oh, .tten1e, I've had a per-

• 
0 ., fJ ;, 

fectly terrible time r' 
She leaned back for a 

n1oinent, and then rose 
to her. f cet. 

"I nu1st go and 
·<"r1ange !,, she said hur­

. ricdJY. 
"Yes hut--" 

' · "'I n1ust !" she in-
~isted. "Just look at 
Iller· 

She huri·ied upstafr~. 
and aJI the other gil'ls 

. hurried up with her. 
'.l'hev con1dn't wait until 
~he ~had changed before 
hearing her story. AiHl 
so, in Dora's bed-roon1, 
she told them tho ex­
traordinai·y tale. 

"He insulted 111c every minute!" she con­
cluded indignantly. "From first to last, he· 
was a perfect beast! He bai·ked at n1e, nnd 
he de111anded to know my na1ne _as though 
I · were a 001nn1on litt.Ie. urchin, and he told 
tne not to te11 fibs, and-ancl- Oh, I can't 
re1nen1ber half of it!:' 

"And Ted did this ? " 
ously. · "Dora, I can't 
sure it was Ted?" 

nsk~d Irene incrcdnl­
beJieve it! Are you 

• 
"OI course, l'n1 · sure-'> 
'' It 1night have · been that cad, Forrest," 

went on Irene quickly. "Perhaps he was 
posing as Ted! Ifs just the kind of cacl<lish 
thing he would do. \Vhat was he like?" 

Dora gave such nn accurate description t.hat 
Irene sighe<l . 

"That's Te<l, all right!" she ad1nitted. 
"There aren't two boys at St. F1·ank's like 
that. But I can't understand it, Dora! Ted's 
always so gallant." 

_qGallant !" said Dora· bitterlf. "He's a-
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a brute! I hadn't been there three minutes 
before he tried to pull my J1nt off, and he 
disbelieved everything I told him-he even 
~aid I was talking bunkun1 ! And he 
th1·eatened to black my eyes, and punch me 
on the ·ears!" 

"It-it sounds impossible!" said Doris 
soberly. "\Ve know that Ted is a rough 
and ready sort of chap, and he's always a 
gentleman!" 

"A gentleman!" cried Dorn. "I tell you 
·he's a cad! Oh, I go all hot and cold when 
I t.hink of it!'' · 

"\\1hat did he do?" they asked breath­
lessly. 

"Ile took U(l a jam-tart and flung it into 
n1 v. face!,,. said Doi·a, her voice low with 
a11ger. HRenie, are you serious when you 
tell 111c that you're friendly with this terrible 
bov?·' 

\Vhile the other girls talked with wild ex­
dte1nent, Irene remained cool. 

"\V c're going to St. Frank~s !'' she said 
rrrimlv. . 
e "I" wouldn't go there ngain if you paid 
111e a million pounds!" said Dora. 

"You'll go again for nothing!'' declared 
J rene. '' '!'here's · something "Tong, Dora. 
Alt this is too ridiculous!" 

"But-but don't you believe me?" asked 
l)o1·a, aghast. 

"You silly, I believe everything," replied 
Iren(I. "But, at . the same time, it's too 
ridiculous ·for words! There must be some 
nwful mistake about it. You say that yo\l 
went to St. Frank's first-before going to 
t-he village?" 

"I haven't •been to the village n t a 11 ! " 
"And you went straight to St-. J"'rank's fron1 

he1~e r' . . 
"Yes, of course." 
"Well,. there's proof of it!" said Irene 

ti·iumphant1y. 
"Proof of what.?'' 
"Proof that· there's something "·rong," 

11od<led Iren·e.· "When I rang Ted up, you 
:1nnst have left by then-and ·he didn't seem 
to kriow ·anything of y~ur having been there, 
and he pron1ised to meet you,· and bring ~.,on 
here, so you con· see that there's something 
very peculiar about it. We've just got to go 
to 8t. Frnnk'~, to straighten it out." 

"I agree," said Doris, nodding. "'\\"'e can't 
1e~ve a thing like this as it stands, you girls. 
.. t\nd we all know that Handforth wouldn't. 
act. like that if ·he was sane." 

And Dora, under the pressure of ·her com• 
panions-and with the Tcnowledge that she 
,-ronlcl be provided ,vith . a - strong ·escort­
agl'ced to go back. 

And in the meantime, another step in the 
sequence of events was taking place at St. 
}?rank's. Church and lVlcClure had got back 
with the 1nedicine, and they hurried into the 
Ancient llousc in a rather peevish frame of 
n1ind. 

"Goodness knows what's been happening­
while we've been away," Church was saying. 
"These ch12mists ought to be boiled! Fancy 
J.~ecping us wniting all that time while they 
1nadc this up!" 

He was holding a bott1e, and he eyecl it 
uggressively. 

"They always play those tricks,,, said 
l\-1cClure. "I suppose they shO\"e the stuff 
in a bottle in two ticks, and then keep yon 
\\

1ait.ing for half nn hour to make you think 
it's a marvellous concoction. Besides, they 
cnn charge more if they keep ~·ou waiting r' 

'.rhey hastened to study D, and softly 
entered. , 

Handforth was stretched on the couch. hi~ 
eyes were closed, and there was an expression 
of contentrncut on his rugged features. As 
a matter of fact, he was on the point of going 
off to the Common-room to make his vital 
announcement, and he had come to the con­
clusion that the charming Dora was right. 
The Remo,·e wasn't worth bothering about! 
And if there was any risk of brain crnc-k­
i11g. or his general health petering ont-

,, Hallo!" he mur1nurcd, opening his eye~. 
"Back, then?" 

"Yes~" said Chui-ch, eyeing his leader 
cantiousl~·. "flow do ~ou feel, llandy ~ 
Pains anv worse? Anv n1ore sv1npto1ns ?" 

"I'm ill!'. said Hanclforth sadly. ."I'1n_ a 
broken .rnan ! " 

"\Vcll, take some of this meµicinc-· _., # 

"I'1n going to resign the captain<'y/~ snid 
IIandforth steadily. 

It 1vas only by the merest fluke that Church 
sa,·cd the medicine frorn crashing to the 
floor. 

-"You're. going to resign?" he gasp0cl, with 
mingled amazement and joy. . 

"Y cs, Dora pointed out that it was 1ny 
dutv." · · 

""'Dora?" said McClure, with a start. 
"Irene's cousin," n1urn1u1·cd Edward o~wald 

drea,mily. 
"But-but--" 
Clt'-:lrch and lfcC1ure exchanged amazed 

glances. 
- "But we warned you, Handy!'' b1·eat)1ed 
Church. ",v e told ~·ou there was a spoof _,, 

"Oh, that?.' said Handforth, with n faint. 
gtin. "You don't Ruppose I was fooled, do 
you? I soon sent the fathead off aboi1t his 
business! The real Dora came to see me, 
and she,s persuaded me to resign. She thinks 
it's better. And. she's right. So I'rn just 
going off to t-he Common-roon1 to annot1uce 
·t ,, I • 

"Oh!". said Church and McClure. 
Any ot.hcr words were beyond them. They 

were de~ply suspicious. They felt that strange 
things had been happening during thei1· 
absence. But Ifandforth was going t0 re­
sign! He had made np his mind! 

Outwardly, Church ai!d l\1cClurc were gra vc 
-inwardly, they were Joyful! 

• 
The Magical Elixir! 

H ANl)FORTJ-l wns still looking rath~r 
drcamY. . 

"Yes.'' he snid, "I'm going to re-
8ign-auii dish everybody! 1.,hey·ll 

appreciate rne after I'm out of the captainc·y. 
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But what's the good. of ~oiu~ on at the ex­
pense of 1ny _he.ii th·:. \\ hat· s. tho g~d of 
wrecking 111y hfc for the sak~ ot the5c thank­
le~ · beggar:; Y!' 

"Not a Lnt !" sai<l Church stoutly. "They 
don't dcsen·c it!" 

"They 11C've1· did!" snorted )JcClure. "All 
your work-all your boundless energy-wasted 
on the Remove! It'll be a lot better to let 
t!1e1n get along without you, old 1nan. ,, 

''Yes Dora con,·inccd n1c on that point," 
said H~ndforth. "A jolly ripping girl, n1y 
]ads! How can she help being, seeing that 
:--he's Irene's cousin?" 

"No, of course not," agreed Church. ".A.ud 
she came to see you ? " 

"Yes-she's only been gone a minute or 
two," said llandforth carelessly. '' It's a 
funny thing yon didn't 1ncet her. A jolly 
nice girl-a regular ripper. All o,·er syn1-
pathy, and full of concern. Different f ron1 
you chaps!" 

"\Vell, I li~c that!" said licClure indig­
nantly. "After w~'vc been n1essing about at 
the chen1ist's for half an hour or 1nore ! You 
Jook pretty groggy, old 1nan. You'd bettel' 
take a dose of this physic.,, 

Handforth raised a feeble hand. 
'' I don't want any physic! n he retorted. 
"Don't want it?" 
''No!" 
"After. we've specially got it for you?" 
"No!" 
"But, look here--" 
"I only want rest!" said IIandtorth hnski]y. 

"That's what Dora tol<l 111e-and she's right.. 
l'Yc been o,·erworking 1ny:;e1f-l\·e been 
straining 111y brain. .And if I don't stop, I 
shall go cracked !n 

"'Yes, you'd bettc-r be careful,'' achnittcd 
llc-Clure. "It wouldn't take ninch !" 

"\Vhat do you 1nean-it wouldn't take 
n1uch !" 

"In your present ~tate, I 111ea11 !.' :;aid :\lac 
hastily. 

"By Geol'ge, I ad1nit it r' n1urn1t1recl Hand­
fort h. "Y CE, 1'1n a broken 1nan ! " 

"Then have a go at this physic-it'll 1n~n<l 
:you!" said Church ten1pt.ing]y. 

"Take th~ beastly stuff· away," con1n1anded 
the leader of Study D. "I'n1 going straight 
to the Co1nn1on-roo111, and-- Hi! What 
arc yon doing with that bottle, Church?" he 
aclded curtly. 

Church ha<l just shn1g , it into the waste 
11a per-basket. 

"The stuff's no good to ~lac and I!" he 
said tartly. "\Ve haven't got pton1nine 
poisoning?" 

lfandforth had a sudden spas1n, and winced!' 
"!\ly hat! I'd forgotten t-hat !" he said 

weakly. "Here, gi1n111e n dose! Perhaps I'd 
better have s01ne, after all! Did the chen1ist 
tell you that thi:3 is especially for ptomaine 

'~ poisoning 7" · 
"\Y c explained your syinpt-0111~, ancl he 

gave us this," replied Chu1·ch. 
Handforth took the bottle, and uncorked it. 

lie sniffed. 

"II'n1 ! S1nel~~ }Wet.ty beastly r' ho .~aid. 
"But l'll chance it F' 

1-Ic took a long S\\ ig-. dee111ing it quite 1111-

necessary to ascertain the correct <lose. Then 
he spluttered, ga:;ped, and t<'ars started to his 
eyes. llo opened hi.-5 n1outh, and took in a 
huge breath. 

·'Phew!" he breathed. '' ~Iy hat! It's jolly 
powerful!" 

He set the bottlt-1 down, and gulped. Then 
he seized the 1nilk jug, and swallowed its 
contents. 

"I can feel the gi<ldy st.nff working its way 
right down!" he said, holding his waistcoat. 
"Crun1bs ! Talk about ·elixir! By George!· 
l'n1 a new n1an already! 1'1n repaired!" 

"You n1ustn't he too sure!" 
"\Vho ought to know whether l'n1 repaired 

or not, \Valter Church!" demanded Hand­
forth aggressively. "That chemist deserves 
a n1edal ! }fy tununy feels hot and robust 
again! In fact, I'in not so jolly sure t,hat I 
need to 1·esign now! \\.hy should I resign if 
I'n1 well ? " 

Church wondered what f renk 0£ madness 
had possessed hiin. \Vhy hadn't ·he th1·own 
that bottle into the fire, instead of into the 
waste paper-basket? T·hc prospect of lland­
forth resigning had been so alluring that 
Church and l\lcClurc had enjoyed a brief 6pell 
of supre.n1e happiness. And now it was to be 
shat.tered ! 

"But, Handy, you can't expect to he cured 
in one minute! "urged licC1urc. "It's only 
a false alar1n, I expect. It's rest yo11 want­
you said it yourself. Dora says that you'\·o 
got i" l'ei:iign, so you've got to!" 
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llan<lforth glared at them. 
'~ Do you want inc to resign ? " he de-

1nanderl. 
"'\\Tell, I menn-- That is-- Duty, you 

1,now ! " said Chureh feebly. 
"That's settled it!,. rieclared Hand forth. 

"I'm feeling so much better that l',·e changed 
my mind! Resigu, eh? Huh·! Not likely! 

- 'rhat n1edicinc's put ine right, nnd I'm as fit 
as a fiddte ! In fact, I'll take another dose, 
just to make sure." · 

But Church was staring at the bottle in 
horror.· 

"Great· guns!" he gasped. "Look-look 
there!" · 

"Look what it says on the label!" panted 
Chitrch. · "' Not to be taken '!" 

u ,·For external use only '!" shouted 
. l·IcClu re, a gh~t. 

"What?" hooted Handforth wildlv. 
He grabbed the bottle, and t.he f ,ital wo1·ds 

·were there, sure enough! And he hhJ swal­
lowed about a quarter of it! 

"We told the chemist you'd had a 'biff in 
the tumrny, so he probably made up an e1n­
brocation !". said Church desperately. "No 
y~·onder fhe st-uff wns· strong! '!'hat is awful, 
Handy-it's serious-" _ 

"I'm in awful agony!" moaned l-land­
forth, collapsing into . a chair. 

His· chums fla&hed a· glance -at one another.· 
Hero wa-s a chance! And they proceeded to 
point ·out that he was looking ·awful, that he 
couldn't possibly dream of changing his mind 
about resigning. For the sake of his health, 
it ,,·as necessary to spare himself from a1J 
troubles and ,vorries. -

"What a life!" muttered Hand£orth dis­
mally. "First you try to poison me with 
potted meat, and -then you try to kill me with 
this ·uwful stuff! And you cnll yourselves ·my 
pals!" • 

"It's all right-we don't bear you malice,'' 
said Church. "They're waiting for you in the 
Common-room, or somewhere, I expect. 
Don't forget what you promised Dora." 

,·, You've got t.o resign, and ·clin:ib slowly 
back to health!" said l\IcClurc.· "Con1e on, 
old chap, we'll help you along." 

And, seizing his arms, they led him firmly 
out of the study. They weren't pnrticularly 
worried about the medicine. If it ,vas only 
embrocation it wouldn't do much damage, 
even if it had been taken internally. Besides, 
·after that potted meat, it was obvious that 
}landforth could swallow anyt-hing. 

He "'as a forlorn figure as he n·ent. clown 
the corridor, staggering along between his 
chums. 

"'Y cs, I'll resign!" he said, in a ho1lo,v 
voice. "It's the only ·way! I'll be strong­
I'll be stern-and leave tho giddy lt.,orn1 to 
fend for itself!" 

Within twelve seconds these \\~ords were 
being repeated in the Common-room-a scout, 
secreted in the lobby, hn ving heard the joy­
£ ul pronouncement. And the Remove, \\'hich 
had begun to grow a little anxious at the 
delay, gave a great sigh of relief, and ,vaifed. 

Ilandforth ,vas coming-nod once he hnd 

oflicially re;:i 6ne .. L tl.1c tension would be over. 
The l?en1ove had already planned thu t it 
\\'Ottld give one big yell, and then blandly 
acquaint hin1 with the facts. Having re­
signed,· he conldn't back out-for ,vhen a 
:Forni skippci- nt St. Frank's officially re­
signed, he could only 1·egain the captaincy 
by being re-clect~d. That was an unwTitten 
law. And Handforth l1ad about as much 
chance of beiug .... re-elected as a sno,vstorm 
on the Equator! . 

He ~ould rave, and he could roar, out it 
\\'ouldn't make any difference. All the ·14,orm 
needed· was that resignation-· and it "·as on 
its way! -

But as Handfo1't'h & Co. entered the lobby 
from the RemO\"C passage, tho 1nain doorway 
became filled ,vilh girlish figures . 

Irene & Co. had arrived-on business!· 

Something Like an Eye-opener! 

IRENE ll.t\.XXEllS wns the first in, and 
she gaYe a· J1ail. 

"Oh, good!·~ she exclaimed. .. Ted's 
here!'' 

Handforth can1e to a halt, and his weak­
ness dropped f 1·0111 him like a cloak. In fact, 
his weakness had been performing this trick, 
on ·and off, throughout the evening. 

"Oh, my . hat!~, he ejaculated. 
my arms, you fatheads!" he a_dded 
"Hallo, l1'ene ! 1-Iallo, you girls! 
expect ·you-" 

"Leggo 
fiercely. 

Didn't 

"Is this the boy?" asked Irene steadily. 
Her cousin, who had been pushed forward 

by the others, recoiled. 
" Y cs ! " she said hotly. 
Handforth waa looking_ at her \\"ith indig­

nant amazement. 
"You here again?" he said \\·nrmly. "Look 

here, Irene, y.Qu mustn't 1<'t that chap fool 
you ! I kicked him out once--" 

"There you are!" cried Dora. "He's ad• 
mitted it!" 

"But he ca1lcd ·you a C chap , ! ,, ejaculated 
Irene in umnzem~nt. "And he said ' him ' ! 
Ted, ,vhat are you talking about?" 

Handforth ga \'C a snort. 
"\Vel1, I'm jiggered!" he said. "]fancy 

you being deceived ! Girls, too! All you 
girls being spoofed by one of our chaps in 
disguise!'' 

The l\Ioor ,riew girls ,\·ere frankly stupe­
fied. 

"Say that again!" said Doris steadily. 
"I'm not sure whether I heard it right. One 
of your chaps in disguise? Are you trying 
to tel1 us that she's not a girl?" 

"Of course he's not a girl! n lnughccl 
Handforth. 

"He's not!., breathed Irene. "But-but 
" 

.. ,,rell, I should have thougl1t that girls 
ought to know· . their o,vn giddy sex! n said 
Handforth tartly. "This is one of our chaps! . 
He came to my study about an hour ago 
and tried to kid ·me that he ,vns your cousin! 
I told him a few things, chucked a jam 
tart-" 
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: Chun.:h and :\IcCiure 1·ccle~. 
··Handy~" they gu rglccl, 111 horror. 

· I rcno's face haJ cleared. 
·_ •· I knew tl1el'~ ·wouhl be an explanation,., 
t;hc ~aid l_H1ppily. "I knc,v 'fed wquldn't 
dclib~rate_ly a('; like that, Dora. Don't you 
uu<h ... rstnnd? lie thought you were just try­
j;,g to f◄Jol hiin-11c thoug\1t you were_ a boy 
<.lr0s~ed up as a girl!., . 

;."Oh, he can!t be such a fool ·as that!·' 
~a~d l)ora, lier in<.:n~clulity 1naking her forget 
that lfandfonh could ht-ar. ·· ~til.1, _it.· cx­
plai11~_-_:, 

lTaudfonh wa~ ~taudi11g there, his jaw 
!-!lo,,·Iy gaping·. 
····Ted, let u1c iutl'odu<·c 1ny corn-3i11, 'J)orn, ·~ 

said Ireno ~,,·eeth·. ·• 1 think vou 111ust have 
111ado a lui~take." ~he is a girl-really and 
trulv ! :, -

•· I f.cll yotr it's one of our-'' llandforth 
1)anse<l, and 8on1cthing in his head scented to 
bur":st. Ile stood there, his face flushing uutil 
it wns fiery red. His <'yes· \\~ere \\·ido open, 
and his c~prcs~ion was one of untold dis1nay . 
. ·• She's -a real g-irl ?~' ho blurted out. 
. '· l'\·c alway:, thong·ht 80 ! :, said l)ora 

g"l-.lltJr. 
. ·• Ilut-but-'' 

<·lutcht~d at l1is hait·, 
I thought- Oh, 
her-=' 

IIaudforth broke off, 
autl gulped. 0 But-'-but 
help l And I spoke to 

.~g;aiu ho pan~cd, nnablc lo eont.inne. 
-li0 was pict:.1ri11g that t'arliPr 1nceting. 

Tl1e thing:-; h<~ harl ~aid-the· way h.c .ha<l 
l·lutche<l ai · hct· J1air ! Xo wonder her wig 
had1.1.•t CO!tJC off! The w~iy he had flung that 
jan1 tart- . · · · · 

Hat1dfo1·th l'!o~ed liis {)Yf•:-; io l,hut out the 
clrea<lful ~i~.!"11t. A.\.n<l ho .. had done this-he 
had acted in ti1i~ way-to a real girl! To 
Irene's rou5in 1 J ft) trciublcd from head to 
ioot -as the f i Ill cnor1nity of · hlS · ghastly 
hlw1der ca1no ho111c to hirn~ He looked round 
i:i a.u agouy. of despair.· l\ilauy ti1nes he 
ha<l felt that ho would like the ground to 
open up ark.l swa1lo,v hi1n, but just 1iow he 
,vantcd to g,~t tight off on to another planet! 

"IIo,v could yot..t have 1nadc such a 1nis-
tako r' a8kcd Irene ~ofily. _ 
- ~he.\\-~~ gcnnindy sorry for her boy-chum. 
ll1s <l1~tl'e~:, ·was so acute-his agony so ap­
parent- that all tho girls were . ready. to 
furgixo hirn ·:>: 1 tho spot. Even Dora, ,vho 
had suffered t-!10 hu1niliation, n1eltcd. One 
look at hin1 ,vas enough to convince her that 
he was tlnuu.lerstruck. 

·• 1-1 ihink perha11s it was our fault," 
faltered Church. ·· \Vl''d just told hin1 that 
tho chaps were ;ettiug up a spoof against 
hi?n..:_t,!1at so1u-~body wa:; dressing up as a 
:.;id iu a nurse':; unifor1n, and then your 
cousin ca1nc in.:' 

•· \Y c · thought she looked ra thc1· n1arvellous 
for a fake!" breathed ~IcClurc. "And I'm 
afraid ,vo \Yere awfully ru<le, too! I say, 
\'\·c'ro sorry-" 
., "'~ 11evc1· ~1·ca1nctl ! ., pautecl i-Iandforth. 
' I Ju~t ·took 1t £01· grank·d-t-hat-that you­
Oh, what the dickens shall I do ?a, 

•· So these f cllow:S told you that a fake girl 

was coining, dress<'« up as a nu1·sc ?'' tusked 
Irene. "And then Dora blc,v in?" 

·' Yes/' 1nuttcrc<l Handforth hoorsch·. 
"Oh, ,veil, in that case you've hn<l .. ~ cer• 

tain an1ount of excuse,'' said Doris. "llut 
you n1ust have beci1 a bit blind, Ted! Ho,v 
could· any chap disguise hi1nself so cleverJy as 
that? Yon sec, Dont, the 11oor old scout 1nado 
a ghastly 1nistake, and thonght yon \YCl'Q a 
boy!" 

"I'1n iiot ~ure ~hat it's 1nuch of a con1pli· 
1ncnt ! ~, 8aid Dora stiffly. 

"Oh, I · don't know wl1at the dicke_ns to 
say r'_ groaned Handforth, with 1nisery. ·• rin 
terribly sorry-I apologise like the dickens! 
But- that doesn't do rnuch good, does it? 
And the ,vny I n1nulcrl you about- And 
that jam tart! Oh, I say, you'll neve1~ forgh·o 
Jne ! I don't deserve to be forgh~en ! " be 
added fiercely. "' I bet you'll ne,·cr speak to 
me again, Irene!" 

He-· t1uncd a\\·ay, utterly c1·estfallen, a~d 
now his face h,ld gone pule ,vith morti.ticntion. 
llis 1nind couldn't grasp the full truth. It 
"·as altogether too appalling . 

"'l1l1at's all right!" said Dora, going for­
"·ard, and smiling at hi1n. "Of courso I 
forgive you." 

1
' You do?" pauted 1-Iandforth iunazcdly. 
'·Yes!" 
'' After-after all I did?'' 
'·But· you didn't do it knowingly,'' said 

Dora gently. "Please. don't look ~ upset. 
Thi::i has explained cyerythiug, and· I'm nof; 
a hit ci•oss. Let's forget all about it!" 

''Good· old Dora!" murmur.eel· · Irene. 
•i Ted's one of the best when you know him 
-but he's so jolly impule,ve r' 

"And he's got such · a habit of t,lnndcr-
ing !" chuckled Dora·. · · 

llandforth wns slowly recovering. 
"I apologise . " he began. 

· "No, I~ve forgotten all about it/' laughed 
Dora. "In fact, no,v that I como to think 
of it, it wns really funny ! No wondel' you 
treated n1e so 1·oughly ! Oh, girls, whut a 
scream r' 

'' Poor old Ted !'' · chuckled Irene. "Xever 
mind-it':-; alt over now!" 

"I itou' t deserve it!" muttered Hanclforth 
1nii>ernhly. 

Church tugged at his sleeve. 
• ".l. can't understand it, Handy P' he whis­

·pcred. "Didn't you tell us tha·t .Dnra had 
been in Study D, and that she had persuaded 
you to resign?" · 

Handfo1·th looked. at him dully. • 
"Dora?" he said, a dawning of the full 

truth flickering in his mind. 
Aud then, abruptly, he gave a wild whoop, 

and leapt up towards tho ceiling. The girls 
,vere so surprised that they backed a\\~ay. 

"I've been spoofed!"· hooted Hand.forth 
·wildly. . 

'.'That's what I thought!" nodded Church. 
"You took the real girl for the fake, . and 
you took the f akc girl for the real wie ! 
You've been pi·etty busy, Handy!" 

".And this is ,vhat happens when we len\"8 
hhn ! '' said. l\IcCJurc- indigi1antly.. · · 
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'' That-that second one wa:-:- the trickster!'~ 
said llan<lforth,· his voiee unstea<h· wit !1 
emotion. "It was one of the chap;;! .. And­
and I swallowed his yarn whole! I-I be­
lieved-- Y cs, by George, a11d l pro1ni:-c-d 
to resign!" . 

Ile loo_ke~l round wit]~ a fierce light. in hi~ 
eyes. l-I1s Jaw was proJccted, and there wa-­
battlc in every inch of hi1n. But he didn't 
forgot th<; gi1:ls. 11.is full_ ~trcugth ha·d rr·­
turned-lus eye5 were opened. and hc- knc.•,\· 
exactly what to do .. 

"Thank goodness you carnc in just now:·: 
he said fern~ntly. "Another n1ir_1ute, I ~hould 
have been in the Co1n1non-roo1n, and I ~hould 
have resigned! It's the one piece_ of luck 
I've had th is evening!" · 
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